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UKUTV REPORT – from Joan Wilkinson 

 

The filming team visited Belper Unitarians to film their Harvest 
Festival on 14

th
 October, and what a welcome we were given and 

what an uplifting time we had together. The film can be seen at: 
http://www.ukunitarian.tv/?belper-service . We are pleased to know 
that we will be returning to Belper to film the East Midland Union’s 
District service on 19

th
 May 2019. I hope we can look forward to 

hearing the ukulele group again. 
 

We hear far too little about this Derbyshire chapel, which is a great 
shame as they must have many strategies and ideas that other 
chapels may well benefit from. It was lovely to see so many 
families from grandparents down to their grandchildren, all 
celebrating the harvest together in the same space.  
 

After the service I received the following words from David Burton, 
who led the service. 
 

 It was lovely to meet you all today at Belper. Thank you for all the 
thoughtfulness and time you are giving to help make this special 
Harvest Service happen. I do look upon it as a wonderful 
opportunity to project Belper Unitarians to a much wider audience! 
While most of our congregation value the building dating back to 
1788 and is of much local historical importance, with a grade 2* 
Listed Interior, the challenge has been to be a relevant radical 
religious community. It’s not all been about building worship but 
genuinely trying to convey those liberating aspects of Unitarianism 
which no other place of worship offers in Belper! 
 
Thankfully, at Belper we defied the tide of decline by believing in 
the product and always saying “Yes“ to suggestions. In 1995 there 
were just five of us and it was put to me by two members that we 
close the Chapel. My feeling was that before we did that, we would 
hold a monthly service with quality speakers etc. After much hard 
work and patience, a number of people started to come and 
remained. Two weeks ago, our morning congregation was thirty 
people! 
 
Even the florist Mr Robert Young on visiting the Chapel earlier this 
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week said to me, “There is a very special atmosphere here, how on 
earth could you ever possibly throw this away.” 
 
Our second film of this report was the culmination of a weekend at 
Great Hucklow for the following four groups: Unitarian Peace 
Fellowship, Earth Spirit Network, Renewal Group and National 
Unitarian Fellowship. Celia Cartwright led a service she 
worked on during the weekend, pulling together beautifully some of 
what the groups had worked on in our time together. This can be 
viewed at: http://www.ukunitarian.tv?hucklow-service or on the 
front page of the NUF website: www.nufonline.org.uk  
 
September Reflection by Tony McNeile 

September. The first of the four misnumbered months that close 
our year. September is a gentle word that ushers out the summer 
with the last of the four harvests, of nuts and berries. September is 
the month of the autumn equinox when day and dark are equal 
before the evenings draw in. September may give the last glance 
of summer. 

 

The holiday makers return to the fold and the church celebrates the 
harvest that all is safely gathered in, hopefully. 

 

September is a time for nostalgia and excited preparation. It is a 
time of change. With summer gone attention turns to new 
beginnings. Children return to school and a new year with new 
challenges. The new season starts for theatres and indoor 
activities.  Thoughts turn towards Christmas. 
 

Don’t let the pace of life stop you from noticing September. Take 
time, even just a little time to pause and study the changing world 
in which you are living. Study the trees to see the leaves beginning 
to turn. The tree has turned down the energy level and time of the 
leaf is finished, but it will fall in a blaze of colours, reds and golds 
whose beauty can bring tears to our eyes. Everything in the natural 
world is slowing down. The hibernators are stockpiling food.  Grass 
has stopped growing and cattle are prepared for winter in the barn.     
We are not hibernators but we need to feel the gentleness of 



 

4 

 September coming into our hearts. Time to move forward with 
September energy, a little slower, a little more circumspect of life, 
preparing for, not rushing at the changes ahead.  Let there be an 
equinox for your talents and allow the slower creative energy to 
emerge and the high energy active to subside and rest until the 
spring.     
 

To feel spiritually healthy our lives too need to harmonise with the 
seasons and be aware of the rhythms around us.    
 

Here at the National Unitarian Fellowship we trust you have 
enjoyed the sunshine this summer has given us, that you have 
many happy memories from the months gone by to  keep your 
heart warm with nostalgic love if you are facing change this 
September, we hope you will rise to the challenges and you will 
find success and happiness. We hope you find September a 
peaceful month. 
 

October Reflection by Joan Wilkinson 

A Walk in the Park 

 

In 2010 Rev Phil Silk added on to the NUF Internet Fellowship, a 
copy of a service he had given on the theme of ‘Beauty’, http://
nufonline.org.uk/viewtopic.php?t=1062 ,  which has been visited by 
almost 9,000 people.  

He asks, “How important is beauty to you?” and “could you easily 
define it?”.  

Beauty is meaningful to us all and yet difficult to pin down, part of 
our spiritual life yet beyond rationality. I then went on to ask what 
role art played in our concept of beauty and our spirituality. 

 

On our recent visit to Broomhill Sculpture Park, in N Devon, Phil’s 
words got me thinking. Some sculptures, such as the ‘Arboreal 
Armour’ – a dying tree which had been bandaged, made me 
question. Was this a message about the importance of looking 
after nature and the damage modern day living is doing to our 
woodlands and environment. Yes, this was art but one with a 
message that in itself wasn’t beautiful, in its dire warnings about 
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the earth’s future, if we don’t care for the natural world which is our 
home. Yes, real trees are beautiful, roots, trunk and leaves, even 
dying trees are beautiful, but did the artist improve or detract from 
art as beauty in adding the bandages? I wondered whether if I had 
watched the artist working, whether I would have seen beauty in 
his actions as he bound the wounded tree.  

 

Nestled amongst the trees was a sculpture of ‘The Rape of 
Europa’, art telling a story. This surely can be seen as a story with 
beauty at its core. In Greek mythology and geography, lands or 
rivers were identified with the female figure. Zeus in the form of a 
white bull is in love with the beautiful Europa and seeing Europa 
gathering flowers, descends and woos her and she falls in love 
with the bull, caressing his flanks and eventually getting onto his 
back. Zeus swam across the sea to Crete, revealing his identity 
and making Europa the first queen of Crete. The story has been 
adapted and told many times. But what about the beauty and art of 
this sculpture and did it sit well in this woodland setting with the 
river runner through? I couldn’t separate the story from this 
portrayal and yet in the freedom and passionate depiction of love 
of person and love of nature, I was captured. I wanted to stroke the 
sculpture, the massive bull and the fragile Europa. However, I 
wasn’t captured purely by its beauty but by the power of the story 
telling. 

 

The many coloured, straight geometric shapes of The Celebration 
of Colour, seemed to demonstrate that art needs to be in the right 
place to be able to judge whether it is pleasing to the eye. Set in 
this woodland clearing it spoke to me only of intrusion of the 
brashness of modernity intruding into the natural world. There are 
no straight lines in nature.  

 

Then I came upon a sculpture which for me depicted beauty in art 
form. For me there was no story-telling, no message, nothing out of 
place. This light grey sculpture, of the torso and head of a man and 
a woman, conveyed both a physical and spiritual ecstasy through 
the natural curved lines of the human body set in its natural 
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surroundings. Nothing jarred on the eye. 

What this walk in the park has perhaps taught me, is that the 
question of art, beauty and spirituality is complex. Just because art 
is not pleasing on the eye doesn’t negate the profound message it 
may convey. In the end our assessment of art and beauty is a 
personal and spiritual response to that which compels us to engage 
with it, in a particular place and at a particular time. 

November Reflection by John Midgley 

My Father 

In Autumn, when Remembrance Sunday comes around, my 
thoughts always go to my father. He was a soldier in the First 
World War, but unlike millions of others, he lived to tell the tale, as, 
we say.  Except that he didn't tell the tale. He hardly ever spoke 
about his experiences. It seems that all he wanted to do was put it 
all behind him, get back to his ordinary life, to raise and enjoy his 
family.   

 

Occasionally, he would refer to the time when he was 'in the 
trenches' as he would say. And I know that he was wounded twice 
and sent back twice. And I know that he learned to operate a 
machine gun. As a small boy I asked him once, naively, if he had 
ever killed anyone. But he brushed the question off, saying it was 
impossible to know.  

 

I know that his wartime experiences affected him because for many 
years he suffered nightmares, shouting and yelling in the dark of 
night. 

 

But mostly no, we learned nothing of his army career and I 
sometimes regret that I never questioned him about it. But perhaps 
that would have been unwise. I might have brought on more 
nightmares.   

So mostly, at this time, my thoughts are of gratitude. I feel grateful 
that he did what he believed was his duty, grateful that he survived 
and raised a family including me. With gratitude I remember him on 
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Remembrance Day.  

 

A Reflection for November – Remember 
Mattie Pugh 

 

When I think of remembering, remember about remembering, I 
think of lost things.  

Feelings, places and faces misplaced.  

Pulling at the edges of a dream, sometimes frantically trying to 
wrap it around yourself for comfort.  

But, it's never quite the same.  

That's why the moments are so precious, try as you might, there is 
no going back.  

I'll often wander around a memory hoping to trip up over something 
new. I'm forever getting stuck on a detail, fixating so hard the rest 
fades and all I'm left with is the way the carpet felt under my feet, 
the taste it left in my mouth.  

Rushing towards it can help actually. Quiet reflection can leave me 
stranded and floating, reaching out, hoping to find something to 
grasp on to.  

And then I remember, to breathe.  

Push out into life and thought, and memory will follow.  

Trust, that what is lost did not need to be found and revel in that 
that returns, welcome it in and then wave it 'goodbye' until you 
meet again. 
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Four Groups Weekend 

  

I agreed late in the day, to contribute to the Newsletter regarding 
the Four Groups Weekend held at The Nightingale Centre, Great 
Hucklow from 26th - 28th October, 2018. This article will be 
a personalised account of events as I am entirely dependent on my 
highly selective memory, not having taken any notes. 
  

I will provide a brief outline of the structure and process of the 
weekend. The rich content will sadly be limited to my musings. I 
am aware some people will have spent hours, honing their 
presentations, only to find no mention by me of something hugely 
important to them. Sorry folks!  No doubt you delighted others and 
me at the time, but as always with me, it tends to be the offerings 
that are contentious that I recall and chew over afterwards. 
   

Members from 1) Unitarian Earth Spirit Network    UESN 

                          2) Unitarian Renewal Group.            URG 

                          3) National Unitarian Fellowship.     NUF 

                          4) Unitarian Peace Fellowship.         UPF 

met at The Nightingale Centre focusing on the theme ‘Endings and 
Beginnings’. The purpose (in my words as I fail to recall the official 
statement) was an opportunity for a number of Unitarian groups to 
meet in person, to share/cross-fertilise/broaden their perspectives. 
Was this mission achieved?  In my eyes most definitely. In fact, 
brilliantly as it so met my hopes and expectations to seek and 
share thoughts non-judgmentally. 
  

There were 36 participants. The programme was very well planned 
and flowed well.  In addition to introductions, evaluation, and free 
time, there were morning devotions, worship at the Chapel and 
meals. Each group had a slot with an opportunity to lead on the 
theme from their perspective. 
  

UESN - Remembering our Ancestors 

URG - 1928 - 2018 The General Assembly Story Continues 

NUF - Writing and Filming ‘Reflections’ using the Autocue and/or 
presenting to camera on ‘Why I’m a member of the NUF/UESN/
UPF/URG’. 
UPF.   - When the Guns went Silent. 



9 

 A useful pre-attendance information leaflet also made suggestions 
of objects/aids we could bring to enhance our experiences. The 
organisers did a fantastic job but I draw back from giving credit to 
named individuals. I would be in danger of leaving someone out, 
beavering away quietly in the background. You know who you are 
and don’t need your name in lights. 
 

  

Now for some personal analysis. I am likely to tread on toes, but I 
truly hope it will be seen as honest and constructive. 
  

UESN - Remembering our Ancestors: 
 

Sadly I can’t recall much detail.  I liked the approach which seemed 
to involve all the members present from this group being active and 
contributing. The whole community then joined in a circle of 
remembering those who we would like to honour. 
  

URG - GA Story Continues: 
  

As a relative newbie, I anticipated that the URG would focus on 
their efforts to keep the Unitarian Movement, vibrant and fit for 
purpose. I was confused on occasion by the apparent interchange 
of the words ‘renewal’ and ‘regeneration’ in their group title. The 
presenter made use of a very useful visual aid in the form of a 
massive, elongated chart, setting out the history and development 
of Unitarianism. I was looking forward to hearing from the speaker 
what process URG adopts to tackle the issues. The speaker made 
it clear he was not providing a lecture and invited contributions from 
the floor to add ways forward to the chart. Unfortunately, the 
audience took over and there were several strident voices. The 
speaker had to interject, ‘we must move on’. I noted lots of ideas 
and analysis of the present state of Unitarianism but nothing 
coherent. Such a lost opportunity. I gained a strong impression of 
some people wanting their say/showing off their knowledge. There 
was little listening to each other/building on each other’s 
suggestions. However, it was this session that most fired 
me.  Contention of course! 
I have since written down lots of thoughts. Maybe a separate article 
for a future Newsletter? 
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NUF   - presenting to camera: 
  

Well, I did my homework for this session, or so I thought. We were 
then told we were not allowed to refer to notes/prompts etc. on 
camera but must ad lib. I had thought this was what an autocue 
was but I am not technically informed. Terrifying!  Clearly most of 
the group felt under immense pressure to perform and most 
succumbed. One person mentioned feeling bullied into 
participating. I have to say I dug my heels in and remained silent if 
very uncomfortable. It seems acquiring footage was more important 
than introducing people gently to going on camera. 
  

UPF - When the Guns went Silent: 
  

During this session we experienced the touching effects of the 
community offering individually to speak to an object/photo 
reminding them of someone involved in the First World War. We 
were then asked to spend 15 minutes finishing a sentence starting 
with ‘Peace Means’. This to be shared at the Chapel Service, in 
order to create a peace meditation for all to share in silence.  My 
meditation turned out to be a written one rather than spoken as I 
found I wrote down the letters as follows- 

 

Peace Means 

Power 
End 

Al l 
Clamour 
Everywhere 

  

It’s now on my fridge! 
 

A presentation followed, which was incredibly interesting and well 
researched. I welcomed the concept that WW1 had some 
extremely positive outcomes amongst all the horrors. (Of course, I 
will now never forget S. T.’s) but women’s suffrage, plastic surgery 
etc. all resulted from the effects of the war. But dear me! The 
presentation was far too long to absorb the detail at the end of the 
day and I could see people nodding off. 
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Altogether a thoroughly enjoyable and inspiring weekend. Time 
well spent. I find I have loads of additional thoughts, both positive 
and negative to be explored elsewhere, about the group dynamics 
of Unitarians when they meet up. Well we are real people!  But 
they may have some bearing on the URG’s preoccupation with 
keeping the Unitarian Movement alive. As a NUF member, isn’t 
that what the weekend was about? Cross-fertilisation! 
  

Anne Griffin 
Castle Donington Fellowship and NUF 

AUDIO NEWSLETTER AND VIEWPOINT 

For several years the NUF has offered the above service for those 
of our members whose sight may prevent them from appreciating 
the material we distribute. 

Please get in touch with me on: 01332 814055 or 
joan@yorkshiregirl.org.uk if you would like to receive the NUF 
publications on CD. 

                                       Joan Wilkinson 

 

Closing date for submissions to the March NL will be 
15

th
 February! 

 

Ministers Page 

 

 I hope Christmas will mean for you a time of joy. I hope you 

are able to feel the magic of the year turning from darkness 

towards the light. I don’t know what sort of resolutions you are 

making for the New Year but I hope they will lead to you feeling 

happier in your life.      
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         I feel now that when I was small, my mother just gritted her 

teeth and went through the Christmas motions. She only admitted 

years later that she did not like it. The false bonhomie annoyed her 

and the fact it was assumed she would be rushing over to stay with 

family or they would be coming to her, and that everyone had to 

have a present. What she enjoyed was sitting in front of the TV 

with a glass of Sherry, listening to the Queens Speech and hoping 

the carol singers wouldn’t knock. 

 

          Christmas is not the best place in the world to be if you are 

out of the mainstream, but you have to admire the good people 

who do their best to alleviate the more intense loneliness that 

some people do suffer. 

 

          I do like the carol services and the mince pies and the 

Christmas cake (I am the only one who eats it - hurrah!) but I love 

too the Yule gathering of the Earth Spirit Network.  We do 

celebrate the solstice when the sun seems to be standing still. We 

decorate our meeting with evergreens, light candles, give presents, 

feast and talk about the good times we remember. We talk about 

the future too, not about giving up chocolate or going to a slimming 

class but what we plan to achieve during the coming year. It is 

usually about doing things better and ditching bad ways and 

prejudices. Some will make a story board of what they intend to 

make of the year ahead. I remember one person saying they would 

use the coming year to try and heal the rifts in the family that had 

been silently ongoing for years. Another, was to visit the friends 
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who didn’t have time to visit her. Yet, another was going to try to 

like the self more. 

 

      Yes!  Eat, drink and be merry. Care for our fellow beings too 

but let us also set ourselves on a more positive path, and be aware 

of angels. You never know how you might meet one. 

 

Prayer  

 

May the coming year be greeted with love. Let us lift up our hearts 

to love and open them to care and consider all people as fellow 

beings. Where there is hurt let us use our words and thoughts to 

heal. Where the lonely stand yearning in their empty place let us 

move into it and greet them. Show an interest, so they know they 

have value in this world. Let us listen more and understand more. 

When anyone comes with their story to tell, let us listen and not 

rummage in our own memories for a similar or better story. Let us 

value the people we know and respect the people we meet. Let us 

have confidence in our own feelings and instincts and have the 

courage to stand up for them if they are challenged. Let us have 

confidence in our own wisdom and walk through the coming year 

with a firm step.  

 

Worship 

 

‘More things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of.’ I 

believe that. We are spiritual beings connected to a spiritual 
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universe. When we pray we begin to consciously link our thoughts 

and feelings to this spiritual universe. It can be like entering a new 

room. How it works is a mystery. It is mystical. It can give the 

answers or it can set the direction we must take, and it can be 

silent. But even silence means something, even if it means pray 

more or meditate more or empty your mind more. In my experience 

prayer does not take responsibility out of your hands but rather 

puts into them a stronger and more serene version of yourself. 

 

          Tony McNeile 

 

Happenings – A Collection of Poems by Phil Silk 

 

I was delighted to learn that Phil had brought out a second edition 
of Happenings, which has allowed him to add some of the poetry 
he has written since that first edition in 2012. 

 

Friends from the chapel he attends at Newcastle-under-Lyme, 
persuaded Phil to bring out this second addition to help raise much 
needed money to go towards modernizing their Grade 2 listed 
building. If you wish to purchase a copy, at a cost of £5 you can 
contact Phil through their website at:  

www.newcastlestaffsunitarians.co.uk or give me a ring at 01332 
814055. 
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The booklet is well produced and both the shape of the poems and 
the accompanying illustrations pleasing to the eye. 

 

Phil’s writing of poetry is unusual with many of his poems being 
very short, conveying one thought in as few as two lines, but even 
in those two lines he plays with words in both rhythm and rhyme. I 
am still unsure whether some of his shorter pieces should be 
considered as a clever playing with words to convey just the one 
thought or whether they are poetry in the way we would normally 
understand it. However, I like the way he uses the many poetic 
devices using so few words.  

 

In one of the most unusual poems I have read, ‘Personal Mantra’, 
there are ten lines, each having only one word, set around one line 
of three words, what is more each word is of one syllable only.  

 

I can certainly recommend this offering from Phil, who is someone 
comfortable in the use of language, testing it to its limits, but never 
with anything but respect and with a great deal of success. 

 

Joan Wilkinson 

Second Theology Conference booklets available 

 

Booklets containing all six lectures given at the second Unitarian 
Theology conference of recent times, are available to order. The 
conference was held over two days at Mill Hill Unitarian Chapel in 
Leeds in October 2017. The speakers were (on God): Rev Ant 
Howe, Dr Jane Blackall and Rev Lewis Connolly; and (on Unitarian 
themes): Rev Dr Ann Peart, Dr Justin Meggitt and Stephen 
Lingwood.   
 

The booklets – entitled ‘Unitarian Theology Conference 
II’ (pictured) – can be ordered by sending a stamped, addressed 
A5 envelope to: Rev Jim Corrigall, Flat 11 Lincoln Court, Station 
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Road, Padiham. Lancashire BB12 8EW.  The booklets weigh 122g 
and second-class postage costs £1.26. There is no charge for the 
booklets themselves.  
 

          Jim Corrigall  

THE ANGEL OF GROZNY by Asne Seierstad. 
  

This unusual, powerful and disturbingly compassionate book tells 
many stories of those involved in the recent Chechnya conflicts. 
Written by a brave Norwegian reporter, this book retells the stories 
of leaders, supporters, soldiers and families from many sides of the 
wars and interim peace deals. She spent a great deal of time in 
Moscow and parts of the Chechnya troubles, after feeling drawn to 
the terrible suffering and poor media coverage.  
  

Unlike most other books on war, she tries to reflect the full range of 
experiences, ideas and emotions of all involved, with a minimum of 
personal commentary. I have read and seen many reports of 
wartime experiences, but rarely such wide-ranging civilian as well 
as military and political detail. I could not have imagined some of 
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the things they did to each other, and why- and with what results! 
  

The title refers directly to one woman who, despite her own losses 
and problems, manages to create a private orphanage in her own 
house and keep it going. Financial, political, military, social and 
psychological barriers stretch her abilities, but she struggles on. 
  

In another sense, the author is an angel of mercy in that she 
spends time learning first hand from those directly involved so they 
can all be heard. 
  

The book ends; the story goes on. How much can people 
take? How can we bring out the best in each other? Clearly fear 
and hatred do not help. 
 

Wise words do help. But we have to find constructive action, 
together. 
 

Do you have an Inquiring mind? 

 

Of course you do, or it is unlikely you would be interested in the 
NUF, or Unitarianism. 
 

Like many NUF members I do not have easy access to a Unitarian 
chapel or community; for some members attending a formal 
service is an option they prefer not to take, for others it is not 
possible because of mobility or health issues; there are of course 
those whose interest does not incline them to ‘worship’ of any kind 
but yet they share many Unitarian views.  
 

In addition to the NUF Newsletter and Viewpoint I do try to 
maintain contact with what is happening in the wider Unitarian 
community in other ways. For those who use the Internet widely 
there are Forums and Facebook sites, but for me the bi-weekly 
Unitarian journal ‘The Inquirer’ is now, and has been for many 
years, the regular source of an amazing variety of information, 
discussions and views. I have an annual subscription and I like the 
fact that every two weeks it lands on my doormat and is something 
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that I can pick up and put down as and when it suits me. A journal 
containing articles and pictures that connect me with other 
Unitarians, their lives, activities and interests, as well as introducing 
me to a wide range of thought and opinions; often there are articles 
that I want to show to, and discuss with, non-Unitarian friends. 
 

If you have not yet encountered The Inquirer, why not give it a try; 
this does not have to be just as a reader, the editor welcomes 
contributions (articles or letters) from anyone who believes in our 
tenets of reason and tolerance. 
 

You are welcome to ask for a sample copy and then, if you like 
what you read, to take out an annual subscription which costs 
£38.00; for overseas and other rates please contact the 
administrator. Currently there is not an online version, the cost and 
complexity of setting this up as a viable operation is under 
discussion at present. 
 

Administrator, Steve Bisby via admin@inquirer.org.uk or at 71 
Earlesmere Avenue, Doncaster, South Yorkshire. DN4 0QD.UK. 
Articles and letters should be sent to the Editor at 
inquirer@btinternet.com 

Valerie Walker 

 

Peace Means 

 

Total peace in our lifetime would mean that we could rest in our 
beds at night, knowing that the world at large and its people are in 
a safer place than any generation that has ever gone before.   
 

It may be a dream for dreamers, but hold on to that vision in you 
mind and heart, to a time where humanity has progressed to a 
point where there is more love in the world and therefore more 
sharing, more giving, more kindness, more goodness. 
 

Hold on to that vision. 
 

Jim  
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Visit the beautifully restored home of Manchester’s 
most famous Victorian author. 

  

Enjoy a private tour of the recently restored historic home of 
Elizabeth Gaskell, the famous author of North and South and 
Cranford. With its historic period rooms, Victorian-style garden and 
welcoming Tea Room, knowledgeable guides will provide a tour of 
the House, covering the restoration, its history and the lives of the 
Gaskell family, prominent Unitarians of the time. 
 

During your tour you’ll get the opportunity to browse the books in 
William Gaskell’s study (William was a minister at cross Street 
Chapel in the city centre)  and even sit where Elizabeth sat to 
write, overlooking her beloved garden. The majority of the furniture 
and objects can be touched and used, providing a very rare hands-

on experience. 
  

Elizabeth Gaskell (1810-65) was one of the most important and 
best loved Victorian writers. Her novels and letters reveal a warm-

hearted woman who was a shrewd judge of character, inquisitive, 
witty and profoundly concerned with social justice.  She lived at 84 
Plymouth Grove in Manchester with her husband William and their 
daughters from 1850 until her death in 1865.  The Gaskells lived at 
a time of great change and were active in Manchester’s social, 
cultural and religious life. They were also part of a national cultural 
network, visitors to the house included Charlotte Brönte, Charles 
Dickens, Beatrix Potter the conductor Charles Halle and American 
abolitionist Harriet Beecher Stowe. 
  

After the tour you’ll enjoy refreshments in the Tea Room and then 
have the opportunity to explore the House, exhibition and garden 
independently. 
  

Tours cost £10 per person (minimum group size of 10 people). For 
more information and to book go to - http://
elizabethgaskellhouse.co.uk/visit/group-tours/ 
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