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New Members! 
 

We are pleased to welcome the following new 
members to the Fellowship: 
 

Rev Kate Dean 

Elizabeth Rosenberg 

Rev Margaret Kirk 

Christine Tompson 

Kate Foggo 

 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the  
National Unitarian Fellowship 

Birmingham Hilton Metropole Hotel 
12

th
 April 2017 

The President, Joan Wilkinson, opened the meeting. 

Janet Lythgoe’s offer to take the Minutes was gratefully accepted. 

Apologies were received from Ken Smith. 

NUF Minister, Rev Tony McNeile read the NUF prayer followed by 
a moment’s silence in remembrance of those members who had 
died during the year. 

Elizabeth Barlow 

Rev John Roberts 

John Cornford 

Richard Beare 

The Minutes of the 2016 AGM, previously sent to members were 
received and accepted; proposed by Tony McNeile and seconded 
by Peter Zoné. 

The President reported that John Wilkinson had offered to 
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the role of Secretary following the lack of volunteers to fill the 
vacancy which would be left by Ken Smith, who retired after serving 
for over six years. Ken had agreed to help with the transition. With 
no Secretary, the Fellowship was in danger of closure at this point.  

The President pointed out that the Fellowship consisted of two 
groups of members; those in congregations and those who could 
not get to a chapel for whatever reason. It is important that further 
links need to be built on so that members who cannot attend chapel 
are renewed and served by those who meet together or are 
involved with the wider movement. Not only do we provide an 
important service in reaching those who cannot or choose not to 
attend a chapel, but may supply a safe haven and continued links 
whilst Unitarians move between areas or can no longer attend 
chapel through age or infirmity. The congregations can also be part 
of reaching out to seekers wanting to learn more without feeling yet 
ready to commit fully. 

The President also stressed the need to seek out areas which we 
may work together with other smaller groups and Societies. 

The Secretary’s Report was as written in the Annual Report by 
Ken Smith, who was Secretary until the end of our financial year at 
the end of September 2016. 

The Treasurer, Valerie Walker, reported that the deficit had 
been reduced by 50% since the previous year. Members were 
finding it difficult to adjust to the new arrangements of renewing 
their subscriptions in January with 50% not yet paid for 2017. 

Valerie advised the meeting that this would be her last year in post 
as Treasurer, but that she will do the accounts for 2017.  

A question from the floor, was asked as to whether it would be 
possible to combine the NUF and Associate members’ renewal fee. 
It was pointed out that whilst we are very separate organisations, 
the matter would be looked in to. 

Suggested restructuring and changes: 
 Reduce number of publications to 8 per year with Newsletter 

and Viewpoint to be distributed together. 
The number of Committee Members to be reduced from 8 to 4 

(natural wastage) and the present four Officers: President, 
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Secretary, Treasurer & Minister. 
Combine Membership Secretary and Treasurer to one position. 
To contribute towards the cost of Executive members, attending 

the AGM, to a maximum of £100 per claim. 

The savings from No 1 should be approximately £600, which 
should cover the costs of supporting our attendance at the GA 
Meetings. 

 

The aim for 2017 is to grow membership by working with Unitarian 
groups and individual Unitarians, working on publicity and 
engagement through social media. 

The formal meeting was followed by a short talk from a valued 
member of the Fellowship from Sweden, Peter Zoné. 

 

Address from Peter Zoné 

 

Peter has been interested in religious and spiritual matters for a 
long time, travelling, experiencing and studying a broad spectrum 
of religions. Looking on the Internet he found the NUF and began 
by attending an NUF Weekend at Great Hucklow followed by GA 
Meetings, Unicoms and FUSE. He appreciates the strong tradition 
Unitarians have and strongly feels that society today needs 
Unitarianism with its shared liberal values and principles. He would 
be very sorry if the NUF was not there as it has a unique role to 
play. Living abroad gives him an overall perspective from the 
outside looking in which those in the UK cannot have. He has been 
hearing the same things now as three years ago and realises how 
it is necessary for changes to be made.  
 

The President thanked Peter for sharing his thoughts and 
experiences as one of our members unable to be part of 
congregational worship and yet with valuable insights to bring the 
Fellowship. 
 

Tony McNeile pointed out the importance of the NUF website in 
bringing religious material, both written and visual, to the members 
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and as a portal to our other activities. 
 

The President reminded the meeting of the letter writing groups 
and the resource of audio recordings of our publications, for 
members with sight problems. 
 

The President closed the meeting. 
 

Janet Lythgoe 

Delegate’s Report      
                                                        

This being my first year as your delegate to the GA, I fully 
immersed myself in the meetings and was delighted to learn more 
about the wider movement in both the morning business meetings 
and some of the various presentations put on by different groups. 
In such a short space the report will not begin to touch the breadth 
of activity and the work that is in progress, which should enable us 
all to move into the future with optimism. 

Stating from the outset that the main focus has to be through our 
congregations, was rather deflating, but on consideration, it is clear 
that this must be the ‘main’ focus, although for many NUF 
members their main focus will be on the Fellowship as this is 
where they identify themselves as Unitarians. However, the six 
steps which were identified apply both to congregations and to our 
Fellowship. 

Sustainability and Growth – for which we need active people 
and good finances. 

Communication with a new GA website (portal) to be up and 
running in September.  

Identity. A consultant is being brought in to help in our process 
of self-discovery. This I feel less sure of, as I feel ‘self-
discovery’ takes place in the relationship of self with 
others, and in this instance we are constantly in 
relationship with other Unitarians.  

Training & Education Development or TED for short. This 
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 seems to be the biggest project of all, with much spade-

work already having been done by Rachel Skelton, the 
project manager. The aim is to offer life-long learning and 
although this will take many resources, both human and 
financial, one can only hope that present aspirations will 
become possible, as Unitarians at every level, should 
then be able to find the type and level of learning 
appropriate to them. 

Reaching Out through the 20-20 projects, with Derby Unity as 
the first one, welcoming 58 newcomers, must be 
encouraging. A University Chaplaincy has been 
established. However, the important role of those 
participating in social media under one of the Unitarian 
banners, is reaching out to welcome spiritual and 
religious seekers went unmentioned. 

Helping Hand is being updated and will be made available 
online. 

Missing from the above list was the matter of re-stating a central 
office for social responsibility, raised by a delegate from Norwich 
with the sentiments being shared by others. 

However, two Emergency Motions demonstrated that chapels are 
socially active in their local area on specific issues as well as being 
internationally aware. The first was submitted by Stockton 
Unitarians, who told the harrowing tale of Mrs Clennell, who came 
from Singapore in 1988, has been married for 27 years to a British 
husband, raised a family and now has a grandchild. Although 
having been granted ‘indefinite leave to remain’ this had lapsed and 
when she returned from looking after her dying parents in 
Singapore after several weeks, she was man-handled, treated like 
a criminal or terrorist before being deported with a 10-year ban 
being put in place, preventing her from re-entering the UK to be 
with her family. The Motion asked for the General Assembly to call 
upon the government to immediately reinstate Irene Clennell’s 
indefinite leave to remain in the UK to permit her to return to her 
husband and family in County Durham. To cease the practice of 
using obscure technical issues to deport people who have long 
been fully integrated into British families, thereby subjecting them 
and their family members to extreme anguish and distress. Finally, 
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to instruct the UK Border Agency to treat persons subjected to 
deportation with the utmost care, dignity and respect. 

The above motion was passed unanimously. 

The second Emergency Motion asked that in view of the tragic 
news of the bombing of two Coptic Churches in Egypt on Palm 
Sunday, 9

th
 April 2017, this General Assembly of Unitarian and 

Free Christian Churches, extends its deepest sympathy to the 
families and friends of the over 41 Coptic Christians who died, and 
to the Coptic Pope and churches in Egypt, the United Kingdom and 
around the world. 

In the words of Hans Küng, to the International Association for 
Religious Freedom: 
 There will be no peace in the world, until there is peace 
among religions. 

 There will be no peace among religions until there is 
dialogue among religions. 

 
Again, this was fully supported. 

Progress on Resolutions passed at previous meetings, was 
encouraging. Unitarians support for the work of the Red Cross in 
Syria, Yemen and Lebanon, was brought up-to-date by Hugh 
Fenton, who had been in Syria just two weeks ago. The £95,000 
raised by Unitarians was acknowledged with Robert Ince and Rev 
Fergus O’Connor receiving an award for their crucial role in fund-

raising. 

John Midgley reported on the 2013 Resolution on Gold Mining in 
Transylvania, and how it effects local villages. Our support is 
making a difference there too. 

The 2015 Resolution to support the Dr Hadwen Trust, the working 
name now being ‘Animal Free Research’, was established in 1970. 
Supporters of the Trust have raised £5m and funded over 200 
projects and has been championed by Rev Fergus O’Connor. This 
organisation receives no Government funding so depends on 
charitable donations. More details can be found at: 
www.animalfreeresearch.uk  

It was good to hear that with just a few dedicated Unitarians giving 
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ongoing support and follow-up after the Resolutions are passed at 
the GA, Unitarians can make a difference. We hope to hear more 
positive news on the plight of Irene Clennell in the coming months 
and wish Stockton every success in their ongoing efforts to secure 
a positive outcome for her and her family. 

The Motion on arrangements for future Annual Meetings from 3 
nights to 2, was considered at length with the meeting voting in 
favour. The voting reflected the discussion in that what would be 
lost was recognised whilst the benefits of a shorter, more focussed 
time plus the affordability won the day. Details of proposed 
changes will be discussed during the year and put to the meeting 
next year. As affordability plays a major part for organisations like 
the NUF I voted for the Motion, whilst personally regretting that 
such a key opportunity for us to connect with the wider movement 
would be diminished. 

If anyone from the NUF, or from our congregations, gets the 
opportunity to represent their organisation as delegate, do accept 
and embrace the opportunity to build connections and deeper 
understanding with other Unitarians and the organisations they 
represent. 

Joan Wilkinson 

Unitarians and International Organisations 
 

Peter Boeke would like to share the following dates and information 
regarding the IARF, The International Association of Religious 
Freedom and WCF, The World Congress of Faiths. 
 

In Autumn of this year we will be celebrating 500 years of the 
Reformation. In 2004 the WCF and IARF gave the first 
Fideology Conferences (Faith as Trust) and the 500

th
 anniversary 

of Luther’s Reformation seems a fitting time for another. Further 
details will be announced in the next Newsletter. The title for the 
day will be: Theology and Fideology: From Belief to Trust. 
 

11 – 14
 
September 2017 European & Middle East Conference in 

Bialystok, Eastern Poland, when the theme will be: ‘Interfaith 
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Dialogue and Minorities in the New Europe’. www.iarf.net . The 
cost will be 200 euros, registration, hotel and board. The IARF 
President, W Dijkstra and five outstanding professors and 
journalists will be speaking. Prior to the conference, 7 – 11 
September, there will be a four-day tour of Eastern Poland: 
info@iarf.net .  
 

You can support the IARF by joining your National IARF Chapter 
by sending £15 to “British Chapter,IARF, c/o Mehrdad Kalani, 24 
Woodland Way, Roffey, Horsham, RH13 6AO. 
 

If you have dates which you would like to add, please forward them 
to the Editor, details on the back cover. 

Secretary’s Notes 
 

Summer is upon us and it’s raining outside, so a good time to write 
my ‘Notes’. 
 

It was decided at the AGM that in future the magazines would 
become quarterly and would be distributed together rather than 
separately thus saving on printing and postage. The first quarterly 
publications will go out in June this year.  Contrary to belief in some 
areas, I can confirm that there is no intention of withdrawing the 
printed publications even though a growing number of members 
are now requesting electronic copies.  
 

Members who may have difficulty reading our publications can 
request to have them delivered in audio form on a CD. This service 
started some years ago now but the numbers receiving CDs has 
slowly dwindled, due to natural causes, and we now send out just 
one copy. If anyone would like to receive their publications in this 
way could they please contact the secretary by letter, telephone or 
email, the details are on the back copy of the Newsletter.  
 

In October 26
th
 - 28

th
 2018 (i.e. next year) the NUF along with the 

Peace Fellowship, the Earth Spirit Network and the Unitarian 
Renewal Group (URG) will be having a joint get together at the 
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Nightingale Centre at Great Hucklow with the theme ‘Beginning 
and Ending’. Anyone interested in joining the group can book a 
place now by contacting the Nightingale Centre directly on 
01298871218 or info@thenightingalecentre.org.uk  . 
 

Finally, although not long in the post as secretary, I will be stepping 
down from the position, with immediate effect, and handing over to 
Janet Lythgoe, who has very kindly offered to take over. I will not 
be leaving the NUF and will continue to give my full support to 
Janet and the Fellowship as a whole.  

John Wilkinson 

Peter Zoné addresses the AGM 
   

My name is Peter Zoné, born 57 years ago on the Caribbean island 
of Grenada, at that time a British Crown Colony. My father is 
Swedish, my mother English. We moved to my father’s home town 
in southern Sweden in 1971.  Moved around Sweden the following 
decades, for filling my Navy service, studies and having different 
jobs, mostly within the transportation sector.  
 

Graduated as a “Traffic and Transport Engineer” in 1994, did my 
last semester at the University of Oslo, Norway, where I studied 
Maritime Law and Introduction to English (Business) Law. Back in 
those days, and most likely today, the Universities of Oslo and 
Southampton had tight contacts, such as student and Professor 
exchange programs, so I have to thank a few Southampton 
University Professors for part of my education. 
 

I work today as Sales manager at a small bulk cargo port on the 
east coast of Sweden, north of Stockholm, where I have been 
working the past 14 years. Well, how did a guy like me find the 
Unitarians? 

 

I have, among other subjects, always been interested in religious 
and spiritual matters, firmly believing that there is more to life than 
to eat, sleep and work. Young people today are bombed with 
demands to “ plan your career” or “choose the right career path” 



11 

 

etc., well if you are good at something, things will work out well 
over time.  I enjoy travelling, however do not fancy package tours 
to tourist destinations. I have been on shorter and longer trips to 
parts of, China, India, Southeast Asia and Africa. In study groups, 
or alone.  
 

I can tell a few stories from my month-long trip to the Ganges valley 
in northern India 1992. I was in a study group who travelled to 
different religious sites. We started our voyage in New Delhi, 
stopped at the wonderful Taj Mahal without doubt one of the 
World´s wonders. Indians call the river Ganges, Mother Ganges, 
and once in a Hindus life you should go to the holy town of 
Varanasi to cleanse yourself in Mother Ganges. Now at that time 
the river was extremely dirty, and you could see open fire 
cremations going on in the so called Ghats on the river banks, body 
parts and dead animals floated around in the river. Hindus were 
cleansing themselves in this dirty water – this gives you a new 
dimension of the word cleansing!  
 

One morning at 6 o’clock when we were at the river banks greeting 

the sun, sitting in a row boat, the guide shouted “white men – do 

not dare put your fingers in the water, you will surely die”. The trip 

continued to Bodyaya, Buddhist center, where the tree (well, the 

third generation of Buddhas tree) the Buddha sat under during his 

8-day meditation.  I was allowed during an evening ceremony, to sit 

next to the high Monk, who handed over robes to the boy monks, 

who had passed their exams.  A small white mouse ran out from 

the tree roots and sat on my knee and looked at me. You were not 

allowed to hurt animals as in line with the Buddhist thinking, that 

mouse could be my great grandfather who has returned to visit me. 

But I told the mouse quietly if he made a dash towards my private 

parts I would lash out at him, after a long time that seemed 

endless, the mouse ran back under the tree roots. 

Another strange place we came to, was out in a barren low 

populated desert area, where we visited a large Catholic church. A 

round building, women went in and out through one door, men 
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through another door. The paintings inside the church were done 
by the Iman from the Mosque, across the dirt road that divided the 
small village. The Indians there told us, that we Westerners had 
got it all wrong, “Jesus was a Black man”, all the images of the 
Bible stories painted in that church showed a black Jesus.     
 

The group spent some time in Calcutta, taking part in the Swedish 
Lutheran church work in the slums. Some days we were in one of 
Mother Theresa´s so called nursing homes for poor people. 
Terrible conditions there, more like waiting rooms for death, I’m not 
impressed by Mother Theresa or her work, and cannot understand 
how the Catholic church has recently made her a Saint, so soon 
after her death. She is no Saint for me.  
 

I have a good friend in Ghana, one year about 7 years ago I 

travelled to his home village in the Volta lake district. One day I 

took part in a traditional ceremony, we went out to the “forest” 

dressed ourselves in branches and leaves and danced our way 

bare foot back to the village to dance around the square in front of 

the Shaman, who was so impressed by my African dancing, he 

blessed me with holy water to life that would never end. I was, 

according to the school headmaster who kept the village records, 

the first white man ever to visit the village or take part in this 

traditional ceremony. The day after that I went with my friend to a 

Catholic Sunday mass, where the priest blessed me with holy 

water, so I could live forever. Well I will surely never die as I was 

blessed 2 days in a row by different religions.   

I have been to many Mosques, temples and other places of 
worship on travels over the past decades. In one temple in 
Malaysia, snakes are worshipped, the first thing that happens 
when you enter, they put a large snake on your head...  
 

I found the Unitarians on the net, I think about 10 years ago. The 

first Unitarian I talked to was Joan Wilkinson, who told me, “well 

come along to a NUF weekend planned to take place in Great 

Hucklow in just a few weeks-time”.  I went to several NUF 
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weekends there the following years, before it folded up due to 

diminishing numbers of attendants. I have come to love the Peak 

district area.  

The involvement in the “Unitarian movement” has taken me to 
many places that I might not have visited, if I had not joined the 
NUF, been to several GA meetings in Nottingham, Silverstone, 
Birmingham. Also went to an exciting FUSE weekend in Worthing, 
my mother´s birthplace.  Let us be frank, there is not that much to 
do or see in Worthing.  
 

I have had the pleasure of meeting several interesting people, 
whom I might not have crossed paths with, for instance Bill 
Darlison, who lived and worked in Ireland for many years and holds 
interesting talks about the Zodiac etc. However my first impression 
of the unique “Unitarian movement” sometimes called a multi-
coloured quilt, with Pagans/Humanists on one end of the stick and 
High Christians on the other, as a “messy mess”, still sticks.  
 

Call the Unitarian “quilt” unique, many small groups fiercely 

independent, but in some way united under an umbrella of shared 

values, many Unitarians are very open-minded and creative. The 

wonderful opening show at this years’ GA in Birmingham Monday 

10
th
 April by the Welsh Unitarians was just wonderful and I will 

most likely never forget this experience. Thanks to the Welsh 

performers. But Unitarians like to talk, and sometimes discuss 

ideas and new options at length. However agreed plans are not 

implied. 

I like painting, and after a FUSE weekend, I made a simple drawing 

“Unitarianism in a nutshell”, where a walnut with bright red lipstick 

in the middle of the picture, represented a very talkative lady, being 

asked a question by a talkative man, as to whether she wanted a 

drink or not. The lady answered “No, thank you”, “Well, maybe, 

Yes, I will have a small one” . From No to Yes, with some 

restrictions, in less than 30 seconds. Do not get me wrong, there is 

nothing wrong in being open-minded and tolerant, but it makes 
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things a bit difficult to explain to outsiders, what Unitarianism is, or 
isn´t.    
 

When I walk around and listened to part of the meetings in this 
years’ GA, I get flashbacks - wasn´t this topic discussed 3 years 
ago? To develop you must change and adapt. The Unitarian 
traditions and history is proud and strong, and are to be 
remembered, but sometimes traditions can act as filters or 
blenders, so you cannot see what is going on now, and what 
modern day people want, or need. Where does a small movement 
as the Unitarians fit in today’s secular, post-religion society? 

 

It was sad to hear about the sea-bottom state the NUF was in 
during the latter part of 2016 The NUF is needed, as are all other 
groups under the Unitarian umbrella. But be open minded about 
change and impose agreed changes. I will try to do my bit as part 
of the UKUnitarian TV team, and I wish and hope for a bright future 
of you all.  
 

Thanks for listening. Peter Zoné  
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President’s Ponderings 
 

Having attended the GA Meetings as your delegate for the first 
time, I would like to say what a privilege and a delight it was, albeit 
exhausting. 
 

More than ever I was struck by how important both sectors of our 
Fellowship are, with many of our members not being able or not 
choosing to attend a chapel for whatever reason, and others who 
are regular congregational members. All are valued NUF members 
and are crucial for the health of the Fellowship. 
 

Most of my time spent working for the Fellowship is done at home 
with my other half, John. Along with other NUF volunteers over the 
years, we have always tried to ensure that those members who 
cannot be part of a congregation, have resources and material 
which will nourish them in their religious lives. We do that through 
written publications, which are recorded for those with impaired 
sight, visual reflections and videos of worship services, social 
media, and not forgetting those who still appreciate letter writing. 
Whether young or old, there are those who may be exploring 
Unitarianism before committing to a congregation. There are others 
who leave an area, and need to maintain links to the movement 
until finding a new congregation near to their home. There are also 
those who are frail but can still find a way of being Unitarian 
without being able to join others on a regular basis or not at all. It 
may be that someone comes across the NUF and just wants 
information, which we try to give them.  
 

However, at the GA Meetings, I was immersed in the other section 
of our membership; those who belong to a congregation and may 
be closely involved with other national Unitarian groups. Our dual 
members, those in a congregation, other Societies or groups as 
well as being members of the NUF, are vital to the future well-
being of our Fellowship. There are many inspiring things 
happening from what is already available and what is being 
developed in religious education. There are many good books 
being written by Unitarians, here and across the globe. There are 
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Societies of special interest, which our unattached members may 
wish to join. We can follow the work of the Penal Affairs Panel on 
the NUF Unitarian Internet Fellowship. Send a Child to Hucklow is 
our very own Unitarian charity which can never have enough 
support. We can even offer our services to help in these vital works 
of social responsibility. The Nightingale Centre, at Great Hucklow, 
hosts many events including a wonderful Junior programme. There 
is so much more which I would like to see shared in the pages of 
our publications to encourage all our Fellowship members to 
support or learn more about. 
 

The NUF has always occupied a unique position both as a 
Fellowship which serves those who are not part of a congregation 
and outreach to those exploring Unitarianism for the first time. For 
us to fulfil our role and grow, we would encourage our 
congregations, congregational members and members of other 
interest groups to use our publications and visual resources to 
inspire that section of our Fellowship not able, or not yet ready, to 
choose to be involved in the wider movement, as much as they are 
able. 
 

We would encourage congregations and members of 
congregations to visit our website: www.nufonline.org.uk have a 
look at what we already do, and hopefully be persuaded to join our 
numbers and fill out an Application Form.   
 

Joan Wilkinson 
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A Visit To Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sundays in England I make my way to a Unitarian church. No 
visit would be complete if I didn't. Life in Thailand is different, there 
is no Unitarian church and for years I have worked on Sundays. I 
have to earn my daily bread.  
 

Recently my weekends have become free so the thought crossed 
my mind why don't  I visit the "English Church" in Bangkok. 
Actually the English Church as it was called no longer exists. It was 
replaced by a grand building on Sathon Road which is Anglican/
Episcopalian.  
 

Accompanied by my Buddhist wife we made our way into the 
center of Bangkok. The church inside is imposing and nicely air-
conditioned. Outside the church we walked past the sign which 
declared the church to be the Protestant church. I remember 
passing the church years ago and seeing a notice inviting all 
Christians to attend, in other words a more ecumenical approach. 
However I believe the congregation still draws people from 
different denominations. 
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The church filled up from people of different backgrounds, the vicar 
and his young assistant are from Britain. It was noticeable that the 
helpers were refugees. This church provides aid to refugees of 
which Thailand has many including the Karen refugees on the Thai
-Burma border. 
 

The theme of the service was worship. It was noticeable that the 
vicar quoted Calvin in his sermon, again giving insight into the 
leanings of the Church. I wondered what any Anglo-Catholic would 
make of it. 
 

Something else that struck me was the rather dogmatic tone of it 

all. No reasoned positions it seemed. Also the references to the 

Temple gave the service the unmistakable way that Christianity is 

based on the Jewish faith at the time of Jesus. Next time I will 

have to make my way to the synagogue.  

Ian Martin 

On the Near Death Experience 

 

I recently bought an Amazon fire stick so that I could watch ‘catch 
up’ television and then found that it also enabled Youtube and so I 
have been able to watch several Unitarian services ‘on the big 
screen’ and since I cannot attend a church this has brought a great 
deal of pleasure. 

 

 

Another item that has been of great interest is another Youtube 
channel which broadcasts personal accounts of near death 
experiences (NDE). These are remarkable for their similarity. 
Although often modified by the religious beliefs of the recipient the 
common matters learnt are consistent in their re-assurance that ‘all 
will be well’. The ‘lessons’ begin with the fact that the experiences 
are ‘more real’ than everyday life and remain self validating for the 
rest of the individual's life.  The common experience is finding that 
we, the universe, and the Power behind the universe, are all one. 
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overwhelmingly loving and compassionate. Another feature is that 
all questions are answered and one feels that everything is 
‘known’.  The overall picture that emerges is that our lives here are 
as ‘embodied souls’ and that we are playing our part (or not) as ‘co
-creators’ of our everyday life as though ‘in a play’. So the 
recipients ‘return’ with no more fear of death and an understanding 
that their life must be centred around others, in however that 
features in the individual's life. 

 

Of course the content of these experiences cannot be ‘proven’, 
except that for those involved there exists no doubt whatsoever. 
However the findings are supported by documented accounts of 
similar experiences by children who have passed through a NDE. 
Assuming that there would be no grounds to presuppose invention 
because of their age, their experiences have been shown to evoke 
just the same response; that compassion for others is the most 
important fact in life and that, regardless of the circumstances, how 
we treated others will be the critical yardstick by which we will 
judge ourselves when we ‘move on’ to the higher sphere. 

 

It will not escape one’s reflection that the findings of the NDE 
mirror those of religious exploration down the ages. Of course, 
seeking these findings within the dense undergrowth of religions, 
their theologies and their teachings and practices is a fairly difficult 
task, but from my own studies I can say that I do find them there. A 
useful proviso to keep in mind when carrying out such a search is 
one that Bill Darlison mentioned in one of his sermons, that all the 
great mystics, religious or otherwise, had no time for theology or 
procedures of religion in the light of their mystical findings and 
even renounced them once a major experience had taken place. It 
seems it is another instance where the experience of the Great 
Power can make all else seem secondary. 

 

I would just add that it seems to me that this new century will be 
seeking greater understanding of the spiritual nature of life via true 
life experience rather than through the traditional religious routes 
and practices. 

 

Peter Brown 
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Life Spirit: for groups and individuals exploring deep 
questions 
By David Usher 
 

This book, published by The Lindsey Press in 2015 helps 
individuals and groups to do exactly what the title says. 
 

We are not told how to live our lives but through addressing 
questions such as: ‘What is spirituality?’ ‘Facing death’, ‘Time and 
history’, ‘Making moral choices’, and ‘God’, plus many more, we 
learn more about ourselves, who we are and what underpins the 
way we live our lives. We work out for ourselves what we think is 
the right way to live. One of the sections: ‘By whose authority?’ 
directly challenges us to think deeply about where the authority for 
our action lies. 
 

Although it is useful to read it as an individual I feel that this is 
exactly right for an engagement group to undertake together. In 
each short chapter, there are questions that would benefit from 
listening and sharing within a small group who feel that whatever 
they share will be held within the group. The author recognises that 
this is a working group and to that end several pages, at the end of 
the book, have been left blank for the readers own responses to 
the book, the themes or specific questions.   
 

As members of the Fellowship don’t meet, it has been decided to 
create a closed section on the NUF’s Unitarian Internet Fellowship 
(Forum), where those who are reading the book can discuss the 
questions in writing. Those who are interested and not already 
members of the Forum, will need to register. This can be done 
directly from following the instructions on the front page of the 
website: www.nufonline.org.uk  
 

The book costs £8 and can be obtained by contacting Audrey 
Longhurst at: alonghurst@unitarian.org.uk or ringing Essex Hall on: 
020 7240 2384. 
 

Joan Wilkinson 
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Earth Spirit Network 
 

The Unitarian Earth Spirit Network came into existence in the late 
eighties. Originally they were known as a Neo Pagan group but 
they were all Unitarians. Even in those days the word 'Pagan' 
made people feel uncomfortable. For years it had been associated 
with witchcraft, spell and naked meetings in the moonlight. Part of 
that came from early Christianity which sought to discredit this 
ancient way of life and partly from the modern practices of Gerald 
Gardner who did like to have young damsels dancing naked in a 
sacred grove. The true meaning of Pagan is 'Country Dweller'.      
 

Until the Industrial Revolution 80% of the population were country 
dwellers. Their life styles were associated with the seasons and the 
ups and downs of health and prosperity as life was either kind or 
cruel to them. There were superstitions associated with everyday 
events, old wives tales and fairy tales. There was a reason for 
everything that couldn't be explained rationally. They were religious 
people and built shrines to gods of the seasons. 
Christianity came with the belief that God had given the earth and 
all its creatures for the benefit of humankind and they could do 
what they liked with it. 
 

Attitudes have changed as we see what harm we have done to this 
earth. There is a growing realisation that we are not a separate 
entity on the earth (though I do often do think we are parasites) but 
fully integrated with it. We now realise we have a responsibility for 
this earth on which we live.      
 

The Neo Pagans were reviving the old traditions and practices, 
reestablishing a spiritual connection with the sacred respect of old.   
And more than that, spirituality is no longer about a relationship 
between God and the earth. This world is part of an immense 
universe and all is integrated. For myself I believe there is a 
spiritual harmony within this immense universe. If we respect the 
earth and become more focused in our observations of the 
changes, we feel the spiritual connection with it. Our earth centred 
spirituality has a rainbow hue. We develop spirituality as individuals 
and we then develop connections with the earth itself, with other 
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people and with the mysterious spiritual universe.   
   
I like to think that those who follow the Earth Spirit path in a way 
have evolved as spiritual people. There is no disrespect for the 
teachings of other religions, much can be learned from their 
wisdom, but they demur at the arrogance of any religion. To feel 
connected to nature brings joy and humility to the soul. 
 

The Unitarian Earth Spirit Network has a national presence but is 
mostly composed of small local groups who may or may not be 
attached to one of our congregations and meet to celebrate the old 
festivals. There are the two solstices, the two equinoxes and the 
four halfway points between them. Each has a special significance 
with the seasons and the knowledge that life is cyclical. We move 
forward, changing but also not changing. 
 

Tony McNeile 

Dukinfield Old Chapel Restoration 
 

Here at Dukinfield we have been on a journey; one that has been 
beset with hard decisions and a lot of soul searching. We do not 
have a huge active congregation, although like many chapels and 
churches we have many who would consider themselves to be 
members. What we do have is a very beautiful Victorian neo – 
gothic chapel, built in 1839 to replace the original 1707 building. It 
stands on the hilltop overlooking what would have been the town 
of Dukinfield in the 1800’s. Built with money from the cotton 
industry the Unitarians of 1839 set out to build a symbol of 
religious freedom and send a message to the surrounding towns 
that we were a force to be reckoned with. 
 

Today however the building is in need of much repair, to be paid 
for by only a few. In June 2014 after some initial structural 
investigations the building was forced to close its doors, as the 
ceiling was considered to be in danger of falling in – 10 tons of 
plaster estimated to be ready to collapse. The Trustees over the 
years have prided themselves in keeping the Chapel looking at its 
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best, and was usually praised by visitors for its lovely interior. They 
kept up with quinquennial inspections and worked through the list 
of “jobs to be done”. But we were completely unprepared for the 
estimated cost that would be required to repair the upper roof and 
ceiling. Initial estimates were made of around £480,000 to make 
the repairs!  
 

The congregation had a hard decision to make. It is a huge amount 
of money to spend on a building that is kept open only by a few 
congregational members and some investments. How do we justify 
such a spend? And yet we also have a duty to retain the history of 
our denomination which in Dukinfield has been so inextricably 
linked to the development of the town. If we made the decision to 
abandon the chapel what would happen to this beautiful Grade 2* 
listed building, with its wonderful Grade 2* listed organ? If we 
decided to repair where were we going to get this kind of funding? 

 

The congregation made the decision to repair – for right or wrong. 
An application was submitted to the Heritage Lottery Grants for 
Places of Worship and we were extremely fortunate to be allowed 
in excess of the usual limit of £250,000 – a grant of £380,000 was 
achieved. The form filling and waiting was painful and it wasn’t until 
November 2016 that work finally began. We realised that had we 
not spent Trustee monies on erecting emergency scaffolding inside 
Chapel, the ceiling would have been lost well before this date. But 
the agony didn’t stop there – as work has progressed more dry rot 
has been discovered in the interior walls of the gallery. The work 
on the stained glass windows (made by Capronnier and Commere 
of Brussels), refurbishment of the lighting and rewiring all had to be 
removed from the bid to get the total down to an acceptable level 
for the Heritage Lottery. 
 

The work to date has been wonderful, but we realise that we have 
so much more to do. With the recent removal of Grants for Places 
of Worship, we are now faced with an application to the main 
Heritage Lottery Fund to repair the remaining dry rot, lower roofs, 
stained glass, and heating. These monies don’t come easily 
though and we have been tasked with proving our commitment to 
the local community, and how we might use our building for things 
other than just worship. This has been quite an interesting process 



 

 

however. It has made us stop and consider what we do for our 
community at large. Rev Sarah Tinker spoke so well at our recent 
GA Anniversary service about the future being in our hands. She 
made the point that those congregations that were flourishing were 
those that looked outwards towards the community, to ask what we 
can do for others. Perhaps here at Dukinfield we are embarking on 
that part of our own journey. Perhaps this wonderful building of 
ours will once again breathe new life into Unitarianism here in 
Dukinfield. Only time will be the judge of our decision to repair – but 
as Sarah Tinker would say, the future is not written. It lies in our 
own hands. May fortune favour the bold! 
 

Bronwyn Lowe 





 

 
Minister's Page 

 

A friend of mine was getting into a dispute with neighbours over car 
parking. They live in a newish house in a cul-de-sac. Next door has 
two cars and a van but there is only room on their drive for two 
vehicles, so one ends up parked under my friend's kitchen window 
obscuring a view of the garden. There have been words 
exchanged on more than one occasion. 'Park the third vehicle 
across the end of your drive' they ask but the neighbor says that 
involves two much vehicle shunting in the morning. After the last 
exchange of words, they all became angry and the neighbor out of 
pique now parks the large van across the kitchen window instead 
of a car, making things even worse. 
 

I forwarded a reading from Rumi to my friend. 
Jesus was asked, 'O Spirit of God, what is the most tremendous 
and most difficult thing in this world and the next?" 
'The wrath of God', he replied 

'What can save us from it ?' They asked 

'Curb your anger, curb your wrath.' He replied 

The way to do this is to oppose the self and when it wants to 
complain about something, give thanks instead. Exaggerate it so 
much that love is generated within you, for to give false thanks is to 
seek love from God. To complain of a creature is to complain of the 
creator. He also said that enmity and anger are hidden within you 
like fire. When you see a spark leap out of this fire, put it out right 
away. If you help it along with the match of a word of recrimination 
or retort, it will always find a way to come out and becomes more 
and more difficult to send back. 
 

Repel your enemy with something better. Your enemy is not his 
flesh and bones but his evil thought. When that is repelled from 
you by an abundance of gratitude. It will be repelled from him also. 
The human being is a slave to beneficence. 
(From discourse 68) 
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We will be reading this Newsletter after we know the results of the 
general election. Some people will feel jubilant, some will feel 
defeated. In the political war of words there will be victors and 
there will be losers. Having divided the country, the task begins of 
trying to unite the people after having made divisions between 
them. The divisions can be so deep that the consequences cannot 
always be overcome. There is despair and anger which is not 
easily soothed. 
Sadly, religious bodies have often followed the same path, creating 
division when they should create harmony. The believers should 
care as much for the non-believers as themselves. This was the 
clear message of the Christian gospels.      
 

Unitarians have prided themselves on their inclusiveness in all 
walks of life. In this modern age where advertising is used to 
encourage dissatisfaction with what we have or what we do in our 
lives, where the media seems to decry groups and individuals 
within society, it is difficult to live by those values of inclusiveness. 
We have to remind ourselves of our sacred values as we live each 
day as well as when we worship. Relationships need healing at this 
time. 
 

Prayer 
 

Let us spare some time each day for a short prayer. At our prayer 
time let us look at the world that surrounds us. Note the beauty of 
the garden and the elegance of the trees in their green finery. Let 
us look at the colours everywhere. Let us remember kindnesses 
that have been done to us and let us remember how it is to love 
and be loved. Let us open our hearts to the sunlight of summer 
filled with colours, kindness and love. Let this light fill every corner 
and after our prayer time carry this glow of light around with us 
letting it shine everywhere and touch anyone. May our touch of 
light raise the spirit in others, cheer up the unhappy, unravel the 
knots that tie them to darkness. May our daily prayer time bring 
peace to ourselves and to all. 

Tony McNeile 



  
Points of Contact 

 
President: Mrs. Joan Wilkinson, 10 Shirley Close,  
  Castle Donington, Derby, DE74 2XB 

 Tel: 01332 814 055    email: joanwilk@nufonline.org.uk 

 

Secretary: Ms. Janet Lythgoe, Ingelmere, New Chapel Lane,  
  Horwich, Bolton, BL6 6QX 

 Tel: 01204 842003    email: nuf@nufonline.org.uk 

 

Websmaster:   Mr. John Wilkinson 

         Address/Tel same as President’s 

         email: johnwilk@ukunitarians.org.uk 

 

Treasurer: Mrs. Valerie Walker, 15 Station Road, Stoke   

   Mandeville, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 5UL 

 Tel: 01296 613 501    email: vawalker55@gmail.com 

 

Membership Secretary: Mr. Howard Wilkins, 46 Brookside,  
  Burbage, Hinckley, Leics, LE10 2TL 

       Tel: 01455 635 043 email: membership@nufonline.org.uk 

 

Minister:    Rev. Tony McNeile, 102 Turton Road,   

           Bradshaw, Bolton, BL2 3DY 

         Tel: 01204 591 570    email: tony.mcneile@virgin.net 
 

Books of Fellowship: Mrs. Pat Caddick, 10 Park Lane,  
    Castle Donington, Derby, DE74 2J 

 

Distributor: Mr. Derek Harvey, Flat 2 Broomsgrove Road, Sheffield, 
  S10 2LR 

 

Newsletter Editor: Miss. Matilda Pugh, 63 White Croft Works,  
   69 Furnace Hill, Sheffield, S. Yorkshire, S3 7AH 

 Tel: 0790 840 1172    email: rubber_boots@hotmail.co.uk 
 

National Unitarian Fellowship 
Affiliated to the General Assembly of 

Unitarian and Free Christian Churches 
Liking those who value Freedom, Reason and Tolerance in Religion 


