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President’s Ponderings                                     
 
Pews or seats, is a question many of our chapels have to ask 
themselves as they look to appeal relevant to contemporary society 
not brought up to attend chapel and church. A second question 
they are faced with, is how to make the most of the space their 
buildings can offer to make them adaptable to be used for activities 
beyond religious worship. All too often we now have large chapels 
with pews and few people to fill them and no opportunities to help 
finances through renting out, what can be a valuable space for use 
by the surrounding community. 
 

As I travel around many chapels with the UK Unitarian TV filming 
crew I have the opportunity to experience some of our old and 
beautiful chapels in which it would be difficult to imagine pews 
removed and replaced by chairs and yet my visit to Warwick 
Chapel, where the pews had been removed and the room 
sensitively adapted, the benefits to both worship and outside 
groups became immediately apparent. The congregation now 
worship in a circle of which every seat is occupied, seats removed 
or added to ensure an unbroken circle of worshippers. The worship 
leader was not faced with empty or partly filled pews but rather was 
just part of the unbroken circle. The chalice table was at the centre 
giving focus for the worshippers. Somehow, the circle stressed the 
community aspect of the group. That the space had been fully used 
by Folk Groups at other times during the weekend demonstrated 
the adaptability of the space that has been created there. However, 
this was the first time I had visited the Warwick Chapel so don’t 
know how I would have felt prior to the change. 
 

Only two weeks later I attended the Unitarian Music Society’s 
conference at The Nightingale Centre, at Great Hucklow. On the 
Sunday we walked over to the Old Chapel, where it would be 
difficult to imagine the chapel without pews. The choir filled the right 
hand side of the space. The experience was one of privacy, of my 
own individuality being enwrapped with prayer, music and words of 
wisdom from the worship leader. Rarely though can we experience 
this heightened sense of spiritual at-oneness, within ourselves and 
as one with those surrounding us, as all too often worshippers 
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choose not to sit as closely together as they are able, but rather sit 
in their regular pew, resulting in a sense of separateness.  
 

So what are the results of my ponderings. Firstly, that making that 
huge decision to remove pews can be successful when it is done 
sensitively. Secondly, that there can be a risk of losing an 
experience of worship offered, when we sit with in close proximity 
with our fellow worshippers and diminish the spaces between each 
other and the worship leader. Thirdly, I am grateful not to be part of 
a worshipping community trying to make the decision to replace 
pews with chairs. But remember, unlike pews, chairs can be used 
to square the circle and oh, they are so much more comfortable. 

Joan Wilkinson 

Secretary’s Notes 

 

The theme for this year’s Unitarian Summer School at Hucklow 
was ‘This changes everything!’ I think the title was chosen before 
the result of the recent EU referendum so was prophetic in one 
sense. The consequences of the vote will take time to emerge – 
whether they will be as cataclysmic as some commentators have 
warned will only be gauged in retrospect. However, I think few 
supporters, on either side of the argument, could be pleased by the 
manner in which the referendum campaign was conducted. 
 

I am sure you would find the audio files from the Summer School – 
available to listen to on the NUF Facebook page - a much better 
presented approach to the theme. 
 

I also take this opportunity to congratulate one of the speakers at 
that gathering on a singular personal achievement - Rev. Danny 
Crosby of Altrincham Unitarians was named Slimmer of the Year 
by the Slimming World organisation; his slimmed down 
appearance was pictured in several national and local media and 
brought the word ‘Unitarian’ attention in new contexts. 
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The committee of the NUF in recent weeks – it is work in progress 
at present but we hope to have more definite news for you in the 
next issue of the Newsletter. 
 

Coping with change is a challenge, especially for those of us in our 
Senior years; writing two handwritten letters recently, I could not 
immediately recall when I had last done so! A friend said to me 
some years ago – ‘It’s not the rate of change that frightens me, it’s 
the rate of change of the rate of change!’ 
 

A not particularly comfortable thought to ponder on in the coming 
months! Don’t get overwhelmed – meet the challenges with an 
open minded Unitarian faith! 

Ken Smith 

 

Unitarian Music Society Conference August 2016 

 

A capacity enrolment of 51 singers and instrumentalists had a 
music filled weekend at the Nightingale Centre, Great Hucklow in 
early August. The weekend had as its focus a complete 
performance of Purcell’s ‘Dido and Aeneas’ with soloists, chorus 
and orchestra drawn from the enthusiastic conference members. 
The organisers advised members in advance to ‘plan a little rest’; I 
have to admit to ignoring this advice and although I arrived at the 
start exhausted from a very slow journey up the M1, I left on the 
Monday afternoon invigorated by not only the performance of Dido 
on the Sunday evening  but by sessions of madrigal singing, 
chamber music for strings, recorder playing as well as informative 
talks about the background of Dido and Aeneas as well as an 
enjoyable survey of songs written by L. du Garde Peach, son of the 
Rev .Charles Peach, a former minister at the nearby chapel at 
Great Hucklow. 
 

The combined choral forces of the conference recorded some 
hymns by contemporary writers from the ‘purple’ hymn book; one of 
the authors, Peter Sampson, was in attendance. You will be able to 
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see the video made of these on the UKUTV channel in the near 
future. 
 

The participants contributed music to the Sunday service in the 
chapel, beautifully led by Rev. Penny Johnson; there was a 
delightful informal concert of members’ ‘party pieces’ on the 
Saturday evening. 
 

A weekend such as this does not just happen and many thanks are 
due to those who lead sessions; especial thanks must go to David 
Dawson for achieving a splendid performance of Dido and Aeneas 
in such a short time as well as leading the orchestra through a 
complete Haydn symphony. This was the last of 5 annual weekend 
conferences that have been organised by Richard and Helen 
Merritt; the smooth running of the event owes much to their 
meticulous preparation over the preceding months. They have set 
a very high standard for their successors to follow. 

Ken Smith 
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For My Sins!! 

As part of the UKUTV camera team, who have filmed many short 
personal presentations to camera, in response to the questions; 
'Why I'm a Unitarian?', or 'Why I attend this chapel?', I can reach 
only one conclusion - Unitarians are a sinful bunch.  

What a wonderful, active, gifted and generous selection of people 
willingly agree to speak to camera, in order to create promotional 
video clips for their chapel websites and for the Unitarian 
movement. However almost all those who hold positions within 
their congregation state clearly: 'For my sins I'm the Treasurer, or 
perhaps 'I help in the kitchen, for my sins', and so it goes with 
almost every willing presenter. Imagine our delight to hear from 
someone recently, that she is a lay-preacher, for the sheer joy of it 
and hopes to continue for a very long time. 

I'm convinced that those who have spoken on the short video clips 
don't think for one minute that they are really doing penance for 
past sins, but oh how much better for those watching to hear that 
we volunteer to give our time for the sheer joy of it and from choice, 
to use our talents in the best possible way to support each other 
and to let the wider society know about Unitarians with their liberal 
religion so needed in today's world. 

Whilst taking responsibility for our own actions I don't think that 
anyone should take on, or continue in a role, because they feel a 
sense of guilt. At different stages of our lives the talents we have 
may change. We need the energy of youth, the experience of 
adulthood and hopefully those older voices, mature voices who 
appreciate the space to worship and pray without other pressures 
being put upon them. Every person is valuable whether or not they 
volunteer for vacant positions. No organization will flourish without 
the enthusiasm and sheer joy for the particular role individuals feel 
is right for them at that time. 

The joy of many of our younger and older volunteers shine through, 
and that there is enthusiasm, enjoyment and satisfaction for those 
we have filmed is clear, as they say the words, 'for my sins' with 
tongue in cheek. But remember those words carry a load of 
historical baggage I feel Unitarians have left behind long ago - or 
have we? 
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As a member of one of the UKUTV camera teams I can honestly 
say, I film 'for the sheer joy of it', for the joy of being with and 
getting to know new Unitarians, for having the opportunity to learn a 
new skill, providing a resource for other Unitarians to use, and 
hopefully to reach out to those who just happen to come across 
something that they feel they would be happy to be part of. 

Joan Wilkinson 

Recent Videos by UK Unitarian TV 

It seems many years ago since we began filming worship material 
to share with NUF members, congregations and other interested 
surfers of the Internet. This began in the form of a simple reflection, 
with mostly NUF members speaking directly to camera. This 
developed into the current NUF Monthly Reflection, which has 
become more visual, with various Unitarians willing to be filmed. 
Later, on the formation of UKUTV, we were able to add services 
filmed at Unitarian Chapels around the UK. Unfortunately, this is a 
provision, which some of you will be unable to access due to lack 
of computer. 

Since the last Newsletter, two Reflections have been available. 
The first one was filmed, at the home and in the garden of Rev 
Alex Bradley. We had a truly wonderful day filming four Reflections 
and enjoying the company of both Alex and his wife Jean. Alex is 
Minister at Styal Chapel and Principal of University College 
Manchester, whilst Jean is Minister at Knutsford Chapel.  

The Reflection can be seen at www.ukunitarian.tv?nuf-aug16 (4 ½ 
minutes) and the words can be read below. 

Why am I an animal lover? 

 Why am I an animal lover and what do I get from the dog who has 
been my companion for the last nine years?  The French poet and 
writer, Anatole France, said: “Until one has loved an animal, a part 
of one’s soul remains unawakened”. I think that this is deeply 
rooted in the heart of existence itself.  

Life is good and everyone and everything is interconnected with 
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each other. Sharing one’s life with an animal, in my case with a 
dog, brings this lesson home to me. 

 This feeling of being connected shows itself in various ways. When 
our dog Gyp was a young puppy, I took him with me on a short 
holiday to a guest house just outside a place I had never been to 
before. About half a mile down the road from where the guest 
house turned out to be, he started to get excited and jumped 
around and barked happily in the car. How could he have known 
we were close by when I wasn’t even sure myself? But he did, 
nevertheless. Perhaps he sensed a certain tension or anticipation 
in me. Whatever the explanation may be, he knew. He knows about 
half an hour before I know myself, that I will be going out or that I 
have decided to take him for a walk.  

I think there is a natural explanation for all this but it is still a miracle 
in the true sense of that word; it is something that is truly amazing. 

 Animals may not share language with us but they communicate 
with us in so many other ways.  Gyp will sometimes cock his head, 
as if, perhaps, to say: ‘I know you’re talking about me’ when I say 
‘him’. He lifts a paw to ask a favour, usually a treat or food, and 
wags his tail to show pleasure. I think of Odysseus, whose dog, 
recognised him after twenty years away and had just enough 
strength to wag his tail.  

 We can learn a great deal from our dogs. They give us love and 
loyalty. They depend on us to feed them and take them for walks. 
Their loyalty is unconditional. There is a relationship of total trust on 
the dog’s side. A dog will defend its family or its owner without 
question. These are values that would be worth cultivating in our 
human world. 

We human beings sometimes think of ourselves as entirely 
separate from, and better than, other species. We need to learn 
more humility in this regard. Scientists have found that acorn 
worms, who live on the sea bed share 70% of our human genes. 
We are all interconnected and all life is interconnected. 

 Albert Schweitzer spoke of the principle that underlay his 
philosophy as ‘Reverence for Life’. My dog teaches me every day 
his own simple ‘way of living’ – enjoy running, love your food, take 
pleasure in company, savour any treats that come your way and 
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live joyously in the present moment. All this is a miniature heaven.  

The most recent Reflection was filmed back in early Spring, when 
we visited our good friend Rev Danny Crosby, at Altrincham. Danny 
has been transformed over the last year, earning him the national 
title of ‘Slimmer of the Year’. The new Danny took some while to 
adjust to, having lost 8 ½ stone in the year. He has been happy to 
provide several reflections in the past and long may he continue to 
do so. He has trimmed the length of more recent Reflections with 
the current one being only 6 minutes in length. It can be viewed at 
www.ukunitarian.tv?nuf-sep16 . 

Becoming the Light 

 It is not difficult to look at the world in despair and cry out “There is 
no hope for humanity”. It is easy to say “what is the point? 
Darkness always overcomes it all.” It is easy to cry out “there is 
something deeply flawed in human nature that evil always seems to 
prevail.” It is so easy to accept those words from the Book of 
Common Prayer “That there is no health in us.” It is easy to give up 
on it all and say “It is all going to rack and ruin” 

I’ve done it myself. In fact, it would be fair to say that for many 
years of my adult life I did just this. I gave up on life and I gave up 
on humanity. I allowed the light in my own being and in life itself to 
go out. I gave in. That was the easy way, the heartless way if truth 
be told. I had lost the courage to live and the courage to love and 
had become consumed by despair. 

But thank God it did not stay that way. From that place of 
hopelessness, from that place of despair “Hope” somehow took 
root once again, light took hold in the dark cold places within my 
being. I have seen this happen in the lives of many others since. 
Light can prevail, if we let it. It is not easy though. To live in hope in 
some ways is the harder way. It takes love and it takes courage…
To live in the way of love and life takes heart… 

Now of course sometimes the light is lit by another. As Albert 
Schweitzer said “At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by 
a spark from another person. Each of us has cause to think with 
deep gratitude of those who have lit the flame within us”. There are 
many who have rekindle the spark in me over the years. I hope that 
I have done so in lives of others too. 



10 

 

It has been through experiencing the light once more coming on 
and witnessing it in the lives of others that keeps the fire of hope 
burning deep within me. We human beings are capable of 
incredible acts of love and compassion. I see this each day in my 
personal interactions and I also see it on a global level in the way 
that we do respond to the horrors and crisis that we witness in our 
lives both locally and globally. We humans are capable of such 
goodness. 

The key is to believe and to bring that belief to fruition that we are 
capable of deep caring as well as destructive aggression; that we 
are just as capable of good as we are of evil. By the way I mean all 
of us, not just some of us. I do believe that we are formed from 
Divine love and that we have that Divine spark that created the 
beginning of all life within us; that we are all formed from that 
Original Goodness; that we all have that same stardust within us. 
Our problem is that we have forgotten this and or rejected it. When 
we do this we turn from a love for all life into a rejection and hatred 
of life itself. To me this is where the darkness, the evil in life comes 
from. From rejecting life and the love from which we are all formed. 

…The darkness grows when we fail to recognise that we are the 
light of the world… 

It is our task, I believe, to rekindle that loving flame within each and 
every one of us. It is our task to become the Immanuel's, the ones 
that the world has been waiting for. Not to wait for some figure to 
come and rescue humanity, but to become those people ourselves, 
to let love incarnate within us and through us. To bear witness to 
the fact that God is already with us, in our hearts and souls and to 
bring that love to life. We must become the Immanuel’s, the ones 
we have all been waiting for. 

It is so easy to sink into despair and say, there is no hope for 
humanity, but is this true? I don’t think so, but it is up to us. There 
is no point just waiting for something to happen, it is we who must 
become the saviors of our world and it begins in our own hearts 
and minds, in our own families and in our own communities and 
then it may then begin to spread throughout the whole world. It is 
our task to bring the spirit of love alive in our lives and in our times 
and places. It is our task to become the Immanuel’s. 
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We can build temples of hope in all our hearts, in spite of the 
despair that we see within our own lives and those all around us. 
We can bring love alive once more. We can light the flame within 
us and rekindle the flame in those who need it the most, who feel 
close to giving up, who feel consumed by despair. We can become 
the blessing that our world has been waiting for. 

…We can become the light of the world… 

The service from Warwick, led by Angela Maher, can be viewed at: 
www.ukunitarian.tv?warwick-service . Following the service some 
members of the congregation agreed to be filmed (in their beautiful 
garden) answering the questions, “Why I’m a Unitarian and Why I 
attend Warwick Chapel”. www.ukunitarian?watwick-why . (6 
minutes) 

The most recent outing was to our good friends at Dean Row in 
Cheshire, where Jeff Gould led a very healthy congregation in 
worship. www.ukunitarian.tv?deanrow-service . Some members of 
the congregation shared their thoughts on why they were 
Unitarians and attended Dean Row Chapel. www.ukunitarian.tv?
deanrow-why . 

The filming team do hope that those who are able, appreciate the 
services and sing along to the hymns, which are sub-titled. For 
those, who can’t access the above on line, we hope that you can at 
least enjoy the words of the Monthly Reflections. 

Joan Wilkinson 
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Living with Difference – the Law 

 

The former Archbishop of Canterbury sparked a strong reaction in 
2008 when he suggested that there were some aspects of Islamic 
sharia law that might be accommodated by our legal system. 
Rowan Williams’ academic approach to this matter was too subtle 
for the tabloid press reports and, not for the first time, his nuanced 
approach to matters did not gain wide appreciation. 
 

The Butler Sloss commission sought to navigate the difficult waters 
again. It lays out the protection that already exists for religious 
belief and practice in the Human Rights Act of 1998 and the 
Equality Act of 2010. It points out that direct discrimination on 
grounds of religion is outside the law and that indirect 
discrimination may also be - if it involves breaches of Health and 
Safety legislation, for example.  
 

Absence from work to attend religious festivals, of whatever faith, 
cannot now be denied to adherents of non-Christian faiths. The 
balancing of rights is not easy to achieve and some Christian 
groups have come to the conclusion that their own faith has been 
diminished in the eagerness to accommodate other religions. A 
landmark case involved a British Airways employee wearing a 
cross with her uniform; this was finally agreed – with the proviso 
that it should be discreet. In fact matters related to religion have 
figured little in cases at the employment tribunals compared to 
cases of a racial nature. 
 

Both Jewish and Muslim communities have their own religious 
courts; in many cases they arbitrate civil cases where the litigants 
are both of the same religion and have agreed to be bound by their 
decision; problems arise where two parties have contracted – 
(usually a Muslim) marriage – and it is not supported by a civil 
ceremony before a properly appointed registrar. If the marriage 
ends in a Muslim divorce, there is then no protection for the woman 
deriving from civil registration; there is a real need for sensible and 
respectful co-operation between Sharia and civil institutions as the 
report recommends. 
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In the wake of increased fear of terrorism – up by a fifth in the UK 
since 2011, many Muslims increasingly find they are subject to hate 
speech either directly, on social media and in print. In the present 
state of the law, Muslims have less protection than is accorded to 
Jews and Muslims – the Racial and Religious Hatred Act of 2006 
being significantly weaker than the 1986 Public Order Act which 
covers only the latter two groups. 
 

The recent acknowledgment by Nadiya Husain, the 2015 BBC 
Bake Off winner that discriminatory speech and comments are 
something that she has come to recognise to be part of her lot as a 
Muslim should give us pause to think whether the law should not 
extend to all religions in the UK.  
 

It is acknowledged widely that the UK has avoided the commission 
of the kind of acts that have so badly affected France in recent 
years is in great part due to a better relationship between the 
Muslim population and the police than obtains there. The great 
majority of Muslims value the toleration of their faith in the UK; we 
should always remember that worldwide Muslims have suffered 
greatly from attacks by other Muslim groups. 
 

We should not overlook the rise of anti-Semitic attacks in recent 
years – it may not have been as prominent a feature in our society 
in recent years compared to the 1930s but its general lack of 
visibility should not mislead us into thinking that it cannot recur. 
 

The ‘Living with Difference report has attempted a difficult task in 
trying to establish a position for religion in our society that is neither 
secular nor confessional in tone; that it has attracted some robust 
criticism from both religious institutions as well as secular bodies 
perhaps indicates that it has come close to achieving its aim. 

Ken Smith 
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Unitarian Theology Conference 

 

On Saturday 21 May the Rev Patrick Timperley (our minister at the 
Hinckley chapel) and I attended the Unitarian Theology Conference 
which took place at Cross Street Chapel in Manchester. The event 
was chaired by Rev Jim Corrigall, minister to the Lancashire 
Collaborative Ministry, and there were about eighty people in 
attendance. The first speaker was Rev Stephen Lingwood, minister 
at Bank Street Chapel in Bolton, who gave an overview of the topic, 
looking at the meaning of both 'theology' and 'Unitarian'. He said 
that theology was the process of systematically analysing and 
creatively reinterpreting faith, and faith is our 'ultimate concern', the 
ultimate orientation for a person's life (or, as a member of the 
audience put it later, faith is the reason for getting up in the 
morning). Faith must live and find expression in the liturgical, 
spiritual and pastoral life of the community. He suggested that 
Unitarian faith is committed to the ever-unfolding nature of truth, 
and that revelation is continuous. We are a liberal and creedless 
tradition, and so can never accept formal and final statements of 
our theology. However, this is no longer an excuse to be vague and 
unclear about our identity. We need to be able to speak clearly of 
who we are, and we cannot do that without doing the 'hard work of 
theology'. The next speaker was Dr Mel Prideaux, Associate 
Professor of Religious Studies at the University of Leeds and a 
member of our Wakefield chapel. She said that in our desire to be 
creedless we risked throwing the theological baby out with the 
bathwater. To be creedless is in itself a deeply theological position. 
She noted the effect that secularisation has had on our movement, 
which is profound but often unexamined. Were we just a form of 
Sunday Assembly but with our own buildings? She also suggested 
that we were neither as radical nor as different as we often liked to 
think. 
 

After lunch Rev Jo James, minister at our Mill Hill Church in Leeds, 
talked on 'The spirit in Unitarian and Judaeo-Christian thought'. He 
noted that in many cultures the words for spirit and for breath are 
often synonymous, emphasising the importance of breathing in 
spiritual practice. It is sometimes said that 'Unitarians don't do the 
spirit', but Jo looked back at the place of the spirit and spirituality in 
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liberal religion over the centuries, coming up-to-date by noting the 
current popularity of Carolyn McDade's hymn 'Spirit of Life, come 
unto me', which is used by many of our congregations. It was also 
good to be reminded about the work of Unitarian Minister Rev 
Sidney Spencer who gave the 1966 Essex Hall Lecture on 
'Mysticism in liberal religion' and whose Mysticism in World 
Religions had been published by Pelican Books in 1963. The final 
paper by Rev David Steers 'Towards a Unitarian theology for the 
21

st
 century' was read by Rev Jim Corrigall as David was unable to 

attend. David noted the observation by Professor R.K. Webb that 
as Unitarianism lost its theological content it began to splinter. He 
felt it was important that we still 'did theology' but in recent years 
we have not taken that task seriously. He also looked at what 
defines us as a movement, and concluded that our Unique Selling 
Point is the balance our tradition strikes between faith and reason. 
We have to be people of faith, or there is no point to us at all, but 
we also have a vital tradition of rational dissent which should not 
be forgotten.  
 

The afternoon concluded with a panel discussion involving Revs 
Sarah Tinker, Sheena Gabriel and Lewis Connolly (who was until 
recently an Anglican curate). Amongst the points made were: we 
must offer an alternative to orthodox Christianity; people are crying 
out for a 21

st
 century spirituality without the supernatural; a catch-

all theology for our movement is unattainable (and undesirable); 
and 'where there are no roots there are no fruits'. I have attended 
many Unitarian meetings over the years, but this is the first one 
just on theology for a long time. The general feeling amongst those 
present was that it had been both enjoyable and useful, and there 
should be further such meetings in the future. The various talks are 
now available at: www.ukunitarians.org.uk/tv  then click on 'Latest 
Films' for the Theology Conference. 
 

Postscript:  Between 1968 and about 1992 the General Assembly 
had a 'Theological Panel' which arranged talks at the annual 
meetings, put articles in The Inquirer and compiled worship 
material (eg on 'Christmas' in 1970). Apparently copies of some 
sermons from members of the Panel were distributed by the NUF 
around 1973/74. In 1989 the Panel invited the then Bishop of 
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of Durham to speak at a GA Standpoint meeting, but it seems he 
was not available at the time, partly because of the proximity of the 
annual meetings to Easter, otherwise that could have been a 
fascinating encounter. By 1992 the Panel had 'run out of steam', so 
to speak, and was discontinued. There is a small file about the 
work of the Panel in the archives at Essex Hall, which was listed 
when I was working there a few years ago. 

 
Howard Hague 

 

Amnesty Teesside 

 

Amnesty Teesside grew out of a concern for Human Rights by 
members of Stockton Unitarians – some of whom were already 
individual members of Amnesty International - and a growing 
realisation that there was no registered group anywhere within 
reasonable travelling distance which we could support.  
 

The national organisation has various categories of membership. 
In the hope of having as wide an appeal as possible we decided to 
register as a local, rather than a church group. Attracting new 
members has been slow and a little disappointing. At our inaugural 
meeting a local reporter, herself an Amnesty supporter, turned up 
with a friend. She set up a face book page for us and some of her 
friends signed up there. Unfortunately, her promotion within the 
newspaper group takes her away from the area frequently and 
work commitments have prevented attendance at our meetings.  
 

Most of our members are Unitarians and we meet once a month in 
the Stockton Unitarians church building. During our regular 
meetings we look at the current campaigns being supported by 
Amnesty International, sign online petitions and decide who will 
take action to follow up a particular campaign writing further emails 
or letters from home. 
 

Two Iranian Asylum seekers have attended our meetings and took 
letters of support from us to their appeal hearings. One was 
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granted asylum and has moved with his young family to live with 

friends in London and seek employment. The other is a qualified 

medical doctor, who is struggling to be given status. She has been 

granted discretionary leave to remain in the UK for thirty months 

and has been doing voluntary work in a local hospital. Meanwhile 

her solicitor has applied for a Judicial Review of the decision to 

refuse her asylum, on the grounds that it would be too dangerous 

for her to return to Iran. Reviewing her case could take some time 

and will be very costly if she loses. At the moment she cannot take 

up any paid position in the NHS until she can prove competency to 

work or has been conferred with status. We are frustrated that she 

has been put in this position by bureaucracy. Evidence of 

competency is automatically waived for anyone given Asylum or 

recognised as a Refugee, so we are left wondering how important 

that piece of paper actually is, considering that she has already 

been given registration by the British GMC to practise as a doctor! 

Monitoring the struggle of these two very intelligent and well 

qualified people, who have so much to contribute to our society has 

been a real eye opener for us. We are continuing to do all we can 

to help her and her three children. 
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Teesside Amnesty has successfully organised two AmnesTEA 

events in Stockton to raise funds for Amnesty International and 

make ourselves better known. On each occasion we mounted 

displays of material about the work of Amnesty International and 

also Liberty, as the two have a lot in common. This year the event 

was advertised in the press, on social media, by leaflet drop 

around a couple of hundred houses and via an eye-catching 

banner outside the building. Unfortunately, the local MP and the 

MEPs were otherwise engaged, as the date was exactly a week 

after the Referendum. We had a crafts stall and a book stall which 

seemed to draw several local people into our building for the first 

time. Visitors enjoyed delicious home-made cakes, tea and coffee, 

and then we ceremoniously cut a cake decorated with the Amnesty 

Logo.  
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We raised donations of £156.77 and this has been doubled under 
a government grant for the Amnesty ‘FGM’ campaign. 
 

The government’s declared intention to replace the Human Rights 
Act with a British ‘Bill of Rights’ fills us with concern and we shall 
be keeping a close eye on any proposals coming forward. Some of 
our group are also members of Liberty, formerly the National 
Council for Civil Liberties, which is working hard to prevent 
changes to the Human Rights Act which has played a vital role in 
ensuring ordinary people receive justice in the courts. 
 

Hazel Warhurst 
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Minister’s Page 

 

    You will no doubt have read in this newsletter that we 
are having concerns about the future of the NUF. There 
are a number of things troubling those of us who run the 
NUF. The ship is not quite watertight. 
 

     Our subscribing membership is declining, though the 
web site is doing well and there are many followers of the 
Facebook site. 
      We produce a magazine every month to a declining 
number of readers but we are short of contributions. 
 

      The officers have been on watch at the helm for 
longer than their permitted shift and there is no sign of a 
replacement crew turning up to work. 
 

      We know that the Unitarian Movement has no central 
authority to help us out. It is a federation of independent 
congregations and independent societies like the NUF.   
Essex Hall which we often refer to as the headquarters 
has really only a back office function, managing a central 
account, setting up volunteer groups who run a national 
youth programme, selection for ministry training, the 
annual meeting and other tasks. 
 

          We have to decide for ourselves, keeping to the 
nautical theme, whether the NUF has run its course in its 
present shape, whether it needs to be streamlined and 
brought more into the present age, or whether it should 
simply sail on bringing in a new crew if they can be found 
or pressed.. 
 

Tony McNeile 
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Worship Page 

 

      William Ellery Channing is one of my heroes. He was an 
American preacher of the nineteenth century, one of the first 
Unitarians there? During my time at the Unitarian college, one of 
our retired ministers, Lionel Reed, passed on to me a volume 
containing the sermons and writings of Channing. What a 
wonderful gift it was and I say a silent thank you to Lionel every 
time I open it. It is a cherished possession. The writing is so 
eloquent. You can almost hear the wonderful words flowing from 
the great man as you read; how I would have liked to hear him, 
though the sermons go to a few thousand words. 
 

        And of course his wisdom is as relevant today as it was then.    
In one sermon about religion he talks about how our minds can 
reach beyond what is normal and everyday. How we revere and 
respect the qualities that can make a person great, whether that 
person be a leader, a poet or has overcome dreadful odds to 
survive. 
 

      Something special is recognised in them. It is the heroic in 
humankind. It is a spiritual thing. That same feeling arises in the 
presence of intense beauty, the still lake, the open rose, the silent 
mountain top, even looking at the roaring waterfall the or the river in 
torrent.      
 

     It is this extra sense of wonder and awe which also makes a 
connection to the divine, the feeling of the presence or holiness 
within what you see. 
 

     It made me think of our modern age when he goes on to say 
that when that connection to the divine is not there. But the need to 
worship or to revere, is natural within us, so it becomes directed at 
other things and people, usually lesser and not heroic.   
     In our time it is the football personality or the film star or the pop 
singer who becomes the focus of interest and adoration. The 
fantasy of the TV car commercial replaces experience of the 
spiritual. Life becomes existence on a lower plane.   
 

     And in our age too the fact of God is questioned against human 
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human experience. Expectations of God are not fulfilled, Christian 
worship seems separated from the harsh realities outside the 
church door. 
 

     I acknowledge that but yet my thoughts go back to those 
experiences of awe and wonder and recognising the heroic in 
people who have acted it seems in a different dimension. Thoughts 
go back to those words of Channing that we are spiritual as well as 
human beings. The spiritual dimension is there but it must be 
reached for and connected with. And however we connect, whether 
through the ritual of church or taking in the beauty of what we see, 
religion and the experience of religion can then change into 
something meaningful and fulfilling giving that extra dimension to 
life. 

 

Prayer 
 

   Let us take time for prayer each and every day. In our prayer give 
thanks before we eat to the whole food chain and those who have 
handled it on its journey to our plate. 
 

    Make a time each day to pray for those we love, our families, our 
friends, our pets.  Pray for their happiness and that they can fulfil 
their dreams. 
 

     Make a time each day to pray for the ones who are suffering, 
send prayers of love and healing into the stream of all prayers to 
bring peace to troubled hearts and broken bodies. 
 

      Make a time each day to pray for the natural world, connect 
with its beauty and magnificence, and pray that we can sustain it, 
even we, if only in a small way. 
 

      Make a time each day to pray for ourselves, count our 
blessings, review our worries, give thanks for all that is positive in 
our daily lives. 
 

May we pray each day with sincerity for a short time, and may our 
prayers be blessed. 

Tony McNeile 
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Sometimes we whine 

Gripe and complain 

Singing the victim’s 

Familiar refrain 

Blaming the world 

For all that’s wrong 

Each new day 

The same old song 

It’s a trap we crawl into 

A place where we hide 

Keeping our spirit 
Stuffed deep inside 

Somehow forgetting 

We determine our fate 

That the life which we lead 

We chose to create 

Each decision we make 

Each thought we embrace 

Affects the complexion 

Of the world we face 

If our food for thought 
Is a negative meal 

That is what 
We will taste as real 

If we dwell on anger 
Injustice and pain 

We’ll tend to attract 
More of the same 

If we suffer, hopeless 

At the mercy of all 
We are the ones 

Keeping us small 

Placing the blame 

On somebody else 

Puts the solution 

Outside of ourselves 

Recognizing 

We are Source 

Awakens the captain 

To master his course. 

Food for Thought 

Dan Coppersmith 
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