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Secretary’s Notes 

 

With this issue we come to the end of the seventieth year in the 
life of the National Unitarian Fellowship. You will be receiving 
the Annual Report of the Fellowship with this mailing. Thank you 
to those members who have already renewed their subscription; 
if you have not done so already, please endeavour to do so 
soon. Thanks also to those members who took the time to 
inform us of their decision not to renew; this helps us to know 
more precisely our membership numbers and saves us from 
sending reminders. If you have mislaid the renewal form, an up 
to date copy is now available from the newly redesigned NUF 
website at: www.nufonline.org.uk 

 

At the forthcoming GA meetings in Birmingham, the NUF will be 
holding its AGM where the annual reports included with this 
mailing will be formally presented. Following the business 
meeting, we are delighted that Rev. Jim Corrigall has agreed to 
address the meeting on ‘Poetry and Religion in the work of T. S. 
Eliot. Jim organised a festival celebrating Eliot’s work last year 
at Padiham Chapel and it is good that it will now reach a wider 
audience. 
 

Our survey of members last year showed how much readers of 
our publications enjoy articles informed by first-hand experience. 
I know that there are some members involved in the running of 
food banks, others who are involved with various disability 
groups. In contrast do not overlook the possibility of sharing a 
special pleasure or an enjoyable holiday with others. It has been 
a pleasure to follow on Facebook the progress of two NUF 
members as they have travelled halfway around the world in 
recent weeks. 
 

The 2016 Viewpoint series ‘My Faith as a Unitarian’ got off to 
fine start with Naomi Linnell’s contribution in the February 
edition. There is a special section on the NUF forum where you 
can post responses to these essays.  

Ken Smith 
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BOOK REVIEW 

 

‘TOO PROUD TO BEND: Journey of a civil rights foot soldier’ by 
Nell Braxton Gibson; published by N B Gibson 2014; isbn  
0692252438; 543 pages. 
 

This is a lively autobiography with wide-ranging links to American 
and African life in the 20

th
 and early 21

st
 centuries. Written by an 

intelligent, emotional, talented, experienced, committed and fluent 
Southern black woman who also has a Cherokee and white 
ancestry as well.  
 

Through the story of her life from birth to the early twenties, she 
shares a remarkable insight into the effects of segregation on 
personal, family and community life, not just for black people, but 
for all of us. She has a detailed memory supplemented by years of 
careful, documented research, told with honesty and compassion. 
 

If you are looking for a good read, try this. If you want to get an 
unusual, insider’s view of life under the Jim Crow South (and the 
North), you should read this. If you want a ring-side seat for the 
eruption and development of the civil rights movement, don’t miss 
this! 
 

There is much here about family life, religion, growing up, 
education, sport, music, dancing, politics, anti-Semitism, social 
classes…You will not be bored! 

 

Annual General Meeting  
 

The Annual General Meeting of the NUF will take place during the 
General Assembly Meetings at the Birmingham Hilton Metropole 
Hotel on 1

st
 April 2016 commencing at 1345 hours.  

All members will be most welcome to attend! 
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President’s Ponderings 

 

At this month’s Castle Donington (Charnwood) Fellowship 
gathering, something occurred that brought tears to the eyes of all 
there and that I would like to share with you now. 
Pat, one of our members, had been approached by the six-year-
old granddaughter, Zephy, of a neighbour and friend living across 
the road. Zephy told grandma that she had been saving up her 
pocket money and now she would like to give it ‘to charity’. She 
had put £3.61 in small coins of 1, 2 and 5 pence pieces into an 
envelope, on the front of which she had written: ‘To Charity’. This 
was a matter that the little girl had really thought and worried about 
over the many weeks she had been saving the money.  Grandma, 
being aware that Pat belonged to the Fellowship, which regularly 
gave money to charity, took Zephy across the road to see Pat and 
to ask her advice.  
Zephy and Pat sat down together to talk through which charity she 
would like to donate her money to. Zephy was very clear that she 
wanted her money to go to ‘the poor’. Eventually it was established 
that yes, she would really like to help other children. Pat told her all 
about SACH and how Zephy’s money would help another child, 
living in a city, who had never had a holiday or seen the 
countryside have a holiday at The Nightingale Centre in Great 
Hucklow. Zephy was very excited to now know how her hard 
saved money would be used and felt she should write a letter to 
accompany the money and Pat would post the money and letter 
for her. 
In the letter, she wrote the following words in her six-year-old hand 
writing: 
 

To Charity    From Zephy, 
 

 I am 6 years old and am dessbrat. 
 

Love Zephy 

 

Neither of Zephy’s parents or grandparents could find out what 
had made this a matter of such importance to her, as she insisted 
that it wasn’t from school or specifically something the parents had 
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encouraged her to do. Whatever the reason behind the generosity 
of this one small child, I only marvel at her natural generosity of 
spirit and the lessons we might learn from following her example, 
giving from the little she had.  
 

Joan Wilkinson 

 

BEYOND FORGIVING – A South African Story 

 

Castle Donington (Charnwood) Unitarian Fellowship, took the 
above theme for their February meeting. This was the first meeting 
of our programme for 2016 and the first one in which we 
introduced; ‘Candles of Joy and Concern’.  
 

The meetings take place on the second Tuesday evening in the 
home of one of the members, and they are usually based on a 
theme, which different members have offered to lead. A week 
before the meeting a list of questions or a short written piece to 
consider are circulated to the group, so that everyone will be able 
to participate fully at the meeting. The title of this particular piece 
was to be based on; Beyond Forgiving. 
 
Our evenings always begin with the chalice lighting followed by a 
prayer or meditation. The newly introduced rite is already quite a 
common ritual within our chapel services but yet for us this was a 
completely new venture. The group were already in a prayerful 
mood as we moved on to the ritual. The lights had been dimmed in 
preparation. As individuals felt moved they approached the chalice 
table where they lit a small candle and stated their joy or concern, 
or both. Quietly they returned to their seat and spontaneously the 
next person went to the table and lit their candle. In this ritual there 
is no compulsion to light a candle, or when lighting the candle to 
say anything at all. However, being a small group everyone did 
both. The flickering candles in the middle of this intimate space 
provided an ongoing mood for the rest of the evening. After the 
meeting had closed and we all chatted over a cup of tea, we all 
agreed that we had experienced a sense of support as we lit our 
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small candle and that we would like to retain this small ritual 
regularly in the future. 
 

We had all received earlier an introduction to the moving video 
concerning the past and present experiences of Letlapa, a black 
South African Liberation army commander during the Apartheid 
era, and Ginn a white South African mother, whose daughter, 
Lyndi, had been indiscriminately gunned down on the orders of the 
SA Liberation Army leaders. Ginn confronts Letlapa only to find that 
he accepts responsibility whilst explaining the underlying problems 
he had experienced that motivated his actions. Ginn was moved to 
forgive Letlapa and from that point they moved forward together 
with both accepting the part they had personally, and as part of a 
community living within the cruel social and political system of 
Apartheid. The film goes on to show how they moved beyond 
forgiveness together and continue to do valuable work both at 
home and abroad.  
 

The video comes with a short study guide which makes group 
watching and discussion a valuable learning experience. I would 
recommend this video to others as a valuable resource for group 
discussions during the week or a weekend event. To purchase this 
video, go to: http://uk.iofc.org/Films-to-watch/Post-Apartheid-

Beyond-Forgiving or write to: Initiatives of Change, 24 Greencoat 
Place, London SW1P 1RD or email: films@uk.iofc.org . The cost of 
this video is £15.00. 

        

Joan Wilkinson 
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Profile for Nomination to NUF committee 

 

My parents married in the Unitarian Church, Newcastle upon 
Tyne, and I have been a Unitarian since early childhood, 
being christened at the church and growing up in a thriving 
Sunday School.  
 

The Rev John Storer started a UYPL Group at Newcastle in 
the 1960s and, through this my horizons in Unitarianism were 
widened as I was introduced to events at Great Hucklow. 
Then I met my husband, David, when he came to work in 
Newcastle in 1968. He introduced me to my first GA meetings 
in London in 1968, a life changing experience. I have missed 
very few since.   
 

When David and I married in 1969 we moved immediately to 
Somerset and became involved with the Western Union, 
attending services in Bridgwater and occasionally Taunton. 
Five years later we relocated to Ness on the Wirral and 
became members of West Kirby Unitarians. In 1981 David’s 
work brought us to North Yorkshire and we joined the 
Stockton Congregation. 
 

We have four grown up children and four lovely 
grandchildren. I am also very committed to my village, Ingleby 
Arncliffe, where I taught in the village school, becoming a 
Parish Councillor after retirement. 
   
Although a member of Newcastle and Stockton churches, and 
secretary of the District, I consider myself a national Unitarian. 
An active member of Foy since 1970, I am also a member of 
URG and UWG, and in the NUF for 40+ years. I have always 
valued the NUF and would like to contribute more to it.  
 

Hazel Warhurst 
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The Treasurer’s Traumatic Tale 

 

Several of our members have known me through the Unitarian 
community for many years, but there are also many members, 
because of the nature of NUF, to whom I am just a – fairly new – 
name after the title Treasurer. My first year in this post has been 
fraught with difficulties, all beyond my control but also there can be 
no blame on anyone else; just Life throwing up a series of 
unpleasant problems which have caused the people involved great 
distress and inconvenienced. 
 

 I am taking this opportunity to explain the most difficult and 
traumatic time I have ever experienced, which has of course 
affected my ability to act on your behalf as I would wish. 
 

It was my daughter’s wedding on 5 December 2015. I returned 
home the next morning to discover water pouring through the hall 
ceiling, down the kitchen ceiling and water damage to walls and 
debris everywhere, the fitted carpet was soaking with the water 
seeping up into the furniture in the hall and living room. I had been 
away from home for less than 48 hours. The cause was eventually 
discovered to be a pipe which had come apart which carried the 
pressurised water feed to a shower unit, it was under the upper 
floorboards, but above the kitchen ceiling – hence the extent of the 
damage. 
 

The house was not habitable, mains water and electricity had to be 
immediately turned off, and it was two weeks before the power 
sockets were safe enough for big dehumidifiers to be put 
everywhere so the exceedingly moist atmosphere permeated to 
most parts of the house. 
 

 All my carpet from the ground floor, the stairs and landing and 
part of two bedrooms, has been torn up and destroyed and 
furniture has either been 'written off' or taken away for restoration 
or put into storage; also all my possessions - books, CDs, china, 
glass, everything, either thrown away or taken away for storage by 
the men sent by one of the sub-contractors who are instructed by 
the loss adjusters. You can appreciate that those early weeks were 
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very difficult to cope with (I won’t go into details of the physical and 
mental effects, suffice to say that I was frequently ‘in pieces’) as 
everything was disorganised and confused. I have no idea where 
most of my possessions are, but know that some irreplaceable 
things are lost forever.  
 

I had to stay in an hotel about four miles from my house and most 
days drive back home to pick up messages from and make calls to 
the various companies supposed to be dealing with the situation – 
difficult in those dark December days with no electricity – as I only 
have a basic Nokia Pay & Go mobile phone so needed the house 
landline. 
 

Christmas plans had to be completely changed and I was lucky 
that a friend and family rearranged their plans to look after me. In 
the New Year the builders’ surveyor came to assess the work 
needed and after talking to him I asked my insurers if I could return 
home – they were arranging for me to go into a rental property a 
couple of miles away for six months, planning for which was adding 
considerably to my stress – and ‘camp’ in my bedroom, once the 
kettle and microwave were passed as safe to use and the plumbing 
repaired.  
 

This was agreed and I moved back on 16
th
 January. It is very basic 

living, downstairs is bare and the drier areas upstairs appear like a 
badly organised Jumble Sale!  However, despite the 
inconvenience, I am happy to be able to answer my own telephone 
and can now manage to get to my computer.  
 

Because of very sad events in our former Treasurer’s life I only 
received the pre-April 2015 material just before the aforementioned 
wedding so had put everything ready to deal with the annual 
accounts afterwards. Unfortunately among the papers and books 
damaged by water were many of my NUF documents so I am 
struggling to work on the accounts, also I only have my bed to use 
as a ‘work surface’ – I will do the best I can.  
 

I am fortunate that spirits have been lifted by cards and phone calls 
from friends and the NUF committee have been very 
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understanding and supportive. 
 

Thanks to them, and to you all, for your tolerance and 
understanding. I know that many people in northern areas of the 
UK have experienced severe flood damage from rivers and I am 
just one person down here, but such an event, hard as it is to deal 
with, does show how kind and helpful people can be. 

Valerie Walker 

The Cathedral of the World – A Universalist Theology 

By Forrest Church (1948 – 2009) 
 

Many, or even most of you, will have read some of the books by 
this American author, who served for almost thirty years as senior 
minister and minister of public theology at All Souls Unitarian 
Church in New York City. Out of the 25 books written by Forrest 
Church, I have read only this last book, put together before his 
death. This is in spite of noticing how many Unitarians in the UK 
have read and spoken of his writing as being important in their 
lives, often quoting his words, when leading services. 
Consequently, this book has given me just a taster of his work and 
left me with a wish to read more. 
 

The book consists of sermons preached by the author during his 
time at All Souls, and reflect a liberal theology connected to events 
and movements in American society specifically, but within a 
Universalist framework. Context is always important and he begins 
by proclaiming his liberal credentials, writing in the mid-seventies at 
a time when the Christian fundamentalism, in groups such as Jerry 
Falwell’s Moral Majority and Pat Robertson’s Christian Coalition, 
were making a big impact on American religious and social life. 
Church writes: “To me the irony was that liberal-minded people 
were aligned more closely than were those on the religious right to 
the spirit of the Bible…” 
 

Church continued to take services until shortly before his death 
from cancer, in 2009. He also continued to tweak his theology, 
using the experience of his approaching death; and appropriately it 
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is this that informs his rounded and completed theology as 
expressed in the final pages: ‘Love’s Tribunal’ and ‘Where Did We 
Come From? Where Are We Going?’ He concludes that: “The heart 
of universalism is love, but its ultimate promise is peace.” 
 

Seekers are invited into ‘The Cathedral of the World’, which has 
many windows but one Light. This image conveys an open-

heartedness, offering a welcome to us all to unite in faith regardless 
of the light we receive from the beam shining on us through our 
particular window. 
 

I heartily recommend this book to all but particularly to those who 
prefer self-contained shorter pieces than a lengthier and denser 
book.  
 

 

Life Abundant – Rethinking Theology and Economy 
for a Planet in Peril 
By Sallie McFague 

 

Sallie McFague has long been an influential theologian and writer 
in my life. This is one of her later books but can stand alone easily. 
She is a writer who has challenged any settled views we may have 
had about God, Christianity, Spirit and the way we live, in a cosmic 
context. She demonstrates her engagement with science and her 
understanding of how we should live, ecologically, religiously and 
interdependently in the world.  
 

In this particular book she shares her own religious autobiography, 
developed over a lifetime of lecturing and writing. We read of why 
theology matters in a religious life but always, always she is a 
contextual writer. For her, theology is a life-shaper. Her deep 
understanding and experience show us how and why we should 
love and live with a cosmic family much wider than our human 
species. Her theological, scientific, political, economic and social 
life have a connectedness that makes sense. Yet I still found this to 
be a deeply religious book, but more accessible than most 
theological pieces of writing, even some of her earlier books.  
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Drawing on material from religious biographical, government and 
UN documents, theological and scientific writing offers the reader 
ample opportunity to follow up on many of the diverse leads that 
are of interest to them. I hope that many readers of this Newsletter 
will be encouraged to read this valuable addition to religious 
literature that engages with the problems of our age. 
 

Joan Wilkinson 

Living with Difference – Education 

 

Many members may have attended a faith school during their 
education – the Church of England and the Roman Catholic 
churches govern between them about one-third of the non-fee 
paying schools in the UK. This is in marked contrast to the situation 
in both the USA and France where there is a strict separation of 
church and state enshrined in their constitutions. It was to address 
some of the issues arising from the presence of religious affiliation 
and practice in the public sphere that the Woolf Institute convened 
its commission entitled ‘Living with Difference’ which I introduced in 
the last issue of the NUF Newsletter. 
 

It is important to understand that this report was not made at the 
instigation of government; it is a privately funded piece of research 
but the width of its coverage and the eminence of its 
commissioners, drawn from a wide spectrum of religious/non-

religious organisations does in itself command respect. 
  
It is in the matter of selection of pupils and to a lesser extent, the 
selection of governors that public disquiet at the influence of the 
two main churches involved in educational provision most 
frequently arises. The RC schools arose as part of the settlement 
of religion in 19

th
 century England that accompanied the restoration 

of the Roman Catholic hierarchy and enabled RCs to openly 
practise their religious faith after almost two centuries of exclusion 
from the public life of the country. They exist to provide education 
for the children of RCs primarily and anyone who attends them is 



13 

 

most likely to be of the RC faith; that being said, all schools 
receiving public funding are expected to fill their places as far as 
they can. As the C of E is an ‘established’ church, its schools 
represent an important part of its ‘mission’ to the country, well 
expressed by Archbishop Temple “The Church of England exists 
for the benefit of the people of the country even if they do not 
attend its services”; up to WW2 it could be assumed that, apart 
from RCs and declared Non-Conformists, the great majority of the 
nation would have considered itself C of E, even if it rarely set foot 
inside the parish church. This is clearly no longer the case; not only 
is there a clear decline in the numbers of those who claim even 
nominal allegiance to the national church, immigration from Africa 
and the Far East means that non-Christian faiths are no longer 
exotic but well established in many towns and cities. 
 

It is difficult to deny that in many areas there is considerable 
competition for places in ‘faith schools’, and the ability of the school 
to award up to half of the places to children of parents who can 
demonstrate allegiance to the religious organisation that governs 
the school does lead in many cases to parents developing a 
religious affiliation in the years preceding the child’s admission. In 
the case of one over subscribed church school, the parish priest 
persuaded the governors to change the admission criteria to 
geographical proximity to avoid children who lived nearby being 
denied admission whilst the children of ‘converts’ from some 
distance away were favoured. 
 

Appointment of teaching staff on grounds of religious affiliation 
seems less of a problem; even RC schools will mostly adopt the 
strategy of appointing the best teacher whether they are ‘of the 
faith’ or not. There can still be occasional difficulties when a teacher 
divorces or marries a non-Catholic but these are rarer than was 
once the case. 
 

The position of religious education in both ‘faith’ schools and LEA 
schools is very diverse; faith schools will usually follow a syllabus 
laid down by the local diocese whilst state schools will generally 
follow an Agreed Syllabus devised by the LEA – there are 174 
different Agreed Syllabi in UK schools! This contrasts sharply with 
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other subjects which follow the relevant part of the National 
Curriculum. The Woolf report would like to see a National 
Entitlement to Religious Education monitored by OFSTED rather 
than by local or diocesan inspectors emphasising diversity of faith 
(including non-religious standpoints); the devolved administration in 
Scotland has already introduced a syllabus of this kind. 
 

The report is radical in its prescriptions for collective worship; it 
would replace the requirement for collective worship by the 
inclusion of ‘times of reflection’; in many schools this accurately 
describes what already happens. The commissioners would like to 
move specifically religious worship and teaching into the ‘out of 
hours’ period. I think this is likely to be unacceptable to most ‘faith’ 
schools for it would remove what most distinguishes them from 
secular schools. 
 

Unitarians have never sponsored state schools in the same way as 
C of E and the RCs. Historically they were much involved in 
providing university level education in the Dissenting Academies for 
those denied admission to Oxbridge in the 18

th
 century. Through its 

membership of the Accord Coalition for Inclusive Education the GA 
has campaigned to maintain the present ‘cap’ on free schools not 
admitting more than 50% of its pupils on religious criteria. The rapid 
development of ‘academies’ governed by trusts, sometimes with a 
religious base, does raise the possibility that some of these schools 
might develop a more robust religious identity than previously; the 
report significantly contains little or no comment on Muslim schools 
nor on Jewish schools – surprising in that there have been recent 
concerns from OFSTED about unregistered Jewish schools and 
the similarly unregistered and unregulated ‘madrassahs’ that many 
Muslim children attend after school hours. The ‘Trojan Horse’ case 
in Birmingham indicates that problems of religious influence may 
arise in ostensibly ‘secular’ state schools where perhaps a majority 
of pupils are drawn from one ethnic or religious community. 
 

The Woolf Report is right to observe that a ‘non-religious world 
view’ is now dominant in the UK; ‘faith’ schools nevertheless 
remain popular with parents; the irony of the situation being a 
particularly English one. 
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The Woolf Report may be found at: 
www.woolf.cam.ac.uk 

Ken Smith 

Minister’s Page 

 

   There is going to be a Unitarian conference on theology. I would 
like to go but really I do not think I could make a valuable 
contribution. I would like to be able to say I knew exactly what I 
believed and that what I believed would be good for the whole 
Unitarian Movement. I would like to be able to say that my truth 
was ‘the truth’, but I can’t. I can only say that my theology is a fluid 
theology. There are times when I feel sure that at last I have a real 
insight into the meaning and purpose of life but the morning comes 
and it has all evaporated. 
 

    That is what I like about being where I am. I am not wrestling in 
a straightjacket of faith. I am free. Yet this freedom releases me 
into a wonderland of unanswered questions. Surely it is some 
mystical power that disturbs our emotions when we see those 
uplifting dawns and witness serenading sunsets, or shelter beneath 
the majestic tree which has lived for centuries. 
 

   This ‘Blue Boat’ earth really must be sailing home to somewhere 
in the universe. Sometimes I am a Gnostic, searching for the key to 
truth given by a mystic spiritual Christ and sometimes I am a 
simple Pagan knowing that the secrets are hidden in the history of 
the earth and so the old gods must be rediscovered. 
 

   All I can say is that I feel there is ‘Something’ and it is good. I 
sense it everywhere and often feel that goodness around me.   
 

There is a positive vibrating energy that resonates in the world and 
in people. It is an energy with wavelengths and I feel connected to 
those on a similar wavelength to myself. We are a tribe. We are 
pilgrims content to wander in an uncertain world. Life is a joy and a 
challenge supported by that ‘mystery which is something’. That is 
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my theology, today anyway. 
 

 

 

Worship Page 

 

   Easter is coming up. Christianity has the wonderful story of the 
resurrection following the theatrical and brutal celebration of Good 
Friday. I ignore the pageant of Good Friday because spiritually it 
doesn't do a thing for me. Easter Sunday is a day of celebration so 
quixotically everything shuts down. To the Pagans this is the 
celebration of new life emerging from the darkness of winter. The 
egg is its symbol.  The hare was supposed to be born anew every 
morning and belonged to the moon goddess, Ostara. It is a 
celebration of the earth, Spring and the vernal equinox. 
 

     Christianity focuses on the person spiritual. Jesus risen is a 
message of hope to inspire the hearts of those who feel their lives 
to be broken and in darkness. If there are boulders to be rolled 
away from the cave that has imprisoned the spirit, then call on the 
Angels to come and move it, and they will. Only the spiritual 
clothing of your old self will be left behind. 
 

     The heart that is risen can rejoice in the springtime. 
 

 

 

Prayer 
 

    Let us pray that our minds and our hearts can recognise that like 
the earth we too have changing patterns of dark and light. Times 
when darkness seems to overcome the light, times when the light 
seems to be fading. Let us accept that light and dark are seeking 
balance within us. One works to counteract the other until there is 
harmony between them like yin and yang. 
 

Tony McNeile 
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Towards a Unitarian Theology for the Twenty First 
Century 

 

Notice was given in the January 2016 Newsletter of a one day 
conference on Unitarian Theology to take place at Cross Street 
Chapel, Manchester on Saturday May 21

st
. Sessions will be 

screened live on UKUTV. That it is taking place indicates that 
there is a real need for a more coherent statement of what our 
liberal faith represents; it is not sufficient to merely say that we are 
a diverse group of spiritual pilgrims, each on their own path of 
discovery. 
 

There are several liberal religious societies who have been 
covering this ground for some time; one of the oldest is Modern 
Church www.modernchurch.org (formerly called the Modern 
Church people’s Union – Anglican in origin but ecumenical in 
scope). It publishes a regular magazine and its website contains a 
wide variety of articles and pamphlets that can be downloaded. 
There is a very full report of a conference reviewing theology in the 
50 years since ‘Honest to God’ by the late Bishop John Robinson 
published in 1963, a small book that caused enormous 
controversy in church circles at the time, when the author declared 
“Our image of God  must go!” There are useful pamphlets 
available free on topics from homosexuality, interfaith relations and 
the problem of evil. 
 

There are further links to John Robinson’s ideas to be found on the 
website of the Progressive Christianity Network: 
www.pcnbritain.org.uk Its resources page will lead you to a rich 
variety of comment on authors such as Marcus Borg and John 
Shelby Spong. 
 

The most radical site for liberal theology is probably the Sea of 
Faith Network www.sofn.org.uk, a group that developed out of the 
writings of Don Cupitt. It publishes an excellent high quality 
magazine and its resource pages include videos and DVD series.  
 

We should certainly not overlook the Unitarian Christian 
Association (www.unitarianchristian.org.uk) which has an 
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informative website with details of its publications, the latest of 
which is a members’ symposium entitled ‘Our Christian Faith’. A 
number of Unitarian churches in the GA are now affiliated to it.  
 

The latest addition is the Fellowship of Non-Subscribing 
Christians, www.liberalchristian.org whose name indicates its 
affinity with the denomination of a similar name in Ireland. It has a 
website with a growing collection of sermons which expound its 
Free Christian (rather than explicitly Unitarian theology) and has 
held several meetings in England since its inception.  
 

If you do not go further than exploration of the links on these sites 
you will gain a good idea of the current direction of liberal theology 
and how it might help to develop your own liberal religious faith. 
 

Ken Smith 
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Welcome to Heaven 

 

Dear Richard Dawkins into Heaven we welcome you. 
Just for a few moments please stand in the queue. 
Some things you've written were quite right, 
and 'tis true I don't like singing day and night. 
Although I'm God I'm a modest fellow 

and don't need praise for ever and ever. 
 

It wasn't my intention to create heaven up above 

but make it on Earth and ensure 'tis filled with love. 
I like to study nature and listen to the birds that sing, 
not sniff around at smoke from some burnt offering. 
Although I'm composite.... Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
I still enjoy children's letters which come to me by post. 
Sometimes when for help folk ask 

I also fail and sadly admit I'm not up to the task. 
 

I know questions are asked about why there's sickness and evil 
but freedom of choice allows some people to worship the devil. 
Creating the world was far from easy and by physical laws 
constrained. 
My hands were tied in so many ways and my heart was truly 
pained. 
Anything now which can go wrong, 
causes some bright spark to write a nasty song. 
 

Richard Dawkins now it's your turn 

to say what good you've done and why you shouldn't burn. 
Richard there's no need to cry 

I know you wouldn't hurt a fly. 
 

Problem is you've not understood why 

It's not possible for me to make a perfect world. 
You know that you couldn't have done better 
so apologise to me sincerely and put it in a letter. 
 

 

Dr. David Watmough 
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