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Secretary’s Notes 

 

As I write these lines, the TV news is full of the terrible flooding in 
the North West of England and the Scottish Borders. Two years 
ago my own locality was affected by flooding that reached levels 
last seen in the 1960s. On our family holiday in the Lake District in 
early September 2015 we enjoyed an unbroken spell of fine 
weather so it was very upsetting to see familiar scenes submerged 
in water of a depth never previously recorded which overwhelmed 
many of the defences only recently installed. 
 

I was pleased to learn of at least one member in the area who 
survived the inundation relatively lightly but for many the effects 
will be with them for many months, long after the news media have 
moved on to other matters, probably equally as grim. 
 

So for some of you I am aware that the change of the calendar to 
2016 will not mark any discernible threshold to your experience of 
everyday life. Yet the rhythm of the seasons does create a regular 
backdrop to our existence that has been observed and marked 
throughout recorded history. It provided reassurance to our distant 
ancestors and it still has value for us today. 
 

With the start of the New Year, subscriptions become due for ALL 
members. As was explained in the last issue of the Newsletter, we 
hope that this change will make it easier for you to remember and 
easier for the treasurer and membership secretary to monitor. A 
subscription form is enclosed with this mailing. 
 

Elsewhere in the magazine is a full list of Unitarian publications 
(p.10) that you may wish to consider for subscription independently. 
 

It has been a pleasure to read the last two issues of the 
Newsletter, ably edited by Mattie Pugh whom we are very pleased 
to welcome to our team. The Viewpoint issues in the coming year 
will carry the overall title of ‘My Faith as a Unitarian’ and will 
contain a variety of essays by Unitarians across the movement. 
We are grateful to Joan Wilkinson for co-ordinating these. 

  - Ken Smith 
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Something from the Editor 
 

I’ve taken the liberty to write a few words here about my hopes and 
fears for the coming year. 
 

I’d firstly like to thank the NUF for allowing me to join this fellowship 
of free thinkers. It’s been a joy to read so far and I expect that will 
continue! I hope through this newsletter we will find a community in 
which we can share our trials and tribulations of life and faith; 
sharing knowledge and friendship. 
 

In my generation of the Unitarian Youth Programme we describe 
our bond with one another as a ‘bubble of trust’. This is a 
description I hope we can use as a whole movement, and this 
newsletter, though small, is contributing to that I’d like to think. 
We may not all think alike, but that is the beauty of Unitarianism. 
Having the ability to discuss and question opinions openly and 
respectfully, (whether we remember it at times or not.) Yet, we 
must remember that religion is not flawed, people are; and in the 
forgiving and accepting of others we may become better people. 
 

I’d like to finish with my favourite speech of all time, as it always 
gives me hope when I feel there is none. 
 

The Great Dictator’s Speech by Charlie Chaplin 

 

“I’m sorry, but I don’t want to be an emperor. That’s not my 
business. I don’t want to rule or conquer anyone. I should like to 
help everyone - if possible - Jew, Gentile - black man - white. We 
all want to help one another. Human beings are like that. We want 
to live by each other’s happiness - not by each other’s misery. We 
don’t want to hate and despise one another. In this world there is 
room for everyone. And the good earth is rich and can provide for 
everyone. The way of life can be free and beautiful, but we have 
lost the way. 
 

Greed has poisoned men’s souls, has barricaded the world with 
hate, has goose-stepped us into misery and bloodshed. We have 
developed speed, but we have shut ourselves in. Machinery that 
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gives abundance but has left us in want. Our knowledge has made 
us cynical. Our cleverness, hard and unkind. We think too much 
and feel too little. More than machinery we need humanity. More 
than cleverness we need kindness and gentleness. Without these 
qualities, life will be violent and all will be lost.... 
 

The aeroplane and the radio have brought us closer together. The 
very nature of these inventions cries out for the goodness in men - 
cries out for universal brotherhood - for the unity of us all. Even 
now my voice is reaching millions throughout the world - millions of 
despairing men, women, and little children - victims of a system 
that makes men torture and imprison innocent people. 
 

To those who can hear me, I say - do not despair. The misery that 
is now upon us is but the passing of greed - the bitterness of men 
who fear the way of human progress. The hate of men will pass, 
and dictators die, and the power they took from the people will 
return to the people. And so long as men die, liberty will never 
perish. ..... 
 

Soldiers! Don’t give yourselves to brutes - men who despise you - 
enslave you - who regiment your lives - tell you what to do - what to 
think and what to feel! Who drill you - diet you - treat you like cattle, 
use you as cannon fodder. Don’t give yourselves to these unnatural 
men - machine men with machine minds and machine hearts! You 
are not machines! You are not cattle! You are men! You have the 
love of humanity in your hearts! You don’t hate! Only the unloved 
hate - the unloved and the unnatural! Soldiers! Don’t fight for 
slavery! Fight for liberty! 
 

In the 17th Chapter of St Luke it is written: the Kingdom of God is 
within man - not one man nor a group of men, but in all men! In 
you! You, the people have the power - the power to create 
machines. The power to create happiness! You, the people, have 
the power to make this life free and beautiful, to make this life a 
wonderful adventure. 
 

Then - in the name of democracy - let us use that power - let us all 
unite. Let us fight for a new world - a decent world that will give 
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men a chance to work - that will give youth a future and old age a  
security. By the promise of these things, brutes have risen to 
power. But they lie! They do not fulfil that promise. They never will! 
Dictators free themselves but they enslave the people! Now let us 
fight to fulfil that promise! Let us fight to free the world - to do away 
with national barriers - to do away with greed, with hate and 
intolerance. Let us fight for a world of reason, a world where 
science and progress will lead to all men’s happiness. Soldiers! In 
the name of democracy, let us all unite!” 
          - Mattie Pugh 
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President’s Ponderings 

 

Writing for the January Newsletter in December, always seem 
strange somehow. As I write I am thinking about the mounting fear 
in Europe to the threat and reality of terrorism and our own 
Government’s response to go to war, yet again, without knowing 
what the consequences might be. At the same time innocent men, 
women and child refugees will be suffering and dying of 
homelessness and cold, unwanted and in distress, all over the 
world, including Europe. There will have been no happy Christmas 
for them. As so often has happened throughout history, many more 
innocent civilians have been killed, butchered and raped in war, 
than those actually paid to fight. Bombing from the air is just as 
much war as soldiers on the ground. Yet, I am grateful that still, we 
live in relative safety in this land, not due to war and the billions of 
pounds spent on nuclear defence, but due to education, 
information gathering, and identifying those whose aim is to 
terrorise innocent people before they go on in a cycle of violence 
and killing.  An ethos of sharing and good will for those who share 
this precious earth with us would seem preferable to the escalation 
of further war. 
 

Knowing that for most, Christmas will have been a time of joy, with 
family and friends celebrating this traditional and religious festival, 
with light and hope at the darkest time of the year. With the 
message of ‘Peace on Earth’ still ringing in our ears, I hope that 
together in 2016, with all other peaceable people in the world, we 
can continue to work towards a world where all children will feel 
safe within a loving family, have enough to eat, a roof above their 
head and access to education, without fear of losing all of these 
things because some in the world are so certain that killing, 
terrorism and bombing will eventually bring a just and fair world 
society.  
 

We mustn’t forget though, that just as in December we look back 
on the old year, and feel grateful for all the positive things that have 
happened to us and sad for the not so positive and for those we 
have lost; a New Year gives us the opportunity to look forward with 
hope, that love will win out over hate. The past we can never 
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change but we must learn from it and work towards building a new 
world where children can grow up in safety. It may not be much we 
can do but we can do our bit to make the world around us just that 
little bit better, more peaceable and more just. Like the ripples on a 
pond, our small contributions of love, compassion and care can 
spread beyond our own small lives, touching those known, and 
unknown, to us. 
 

May we resolve to live compassionately throughout the coming 
year being at peace with ourselves and with all those we may 
come into contact with in 2016. 
          - Joan Wilkinson 

 

Making Change Happen – From Vision to Action 

 

The GA’s document ‘A Vision for Our Future’ has been previously 
noted in this Newsletter. In mid-November 2015 a follow-up day 
was held at Upper Chapel, Sheffield to discuss further how the 
thinking contained in it might be carried forward. 
 

90 Unitarians from across the country attended; unfortunately plans 
by UKUTV to ‘live’ stream the event foundered owing to the illness 
of James Barry. Robert Ince of the EC of the GA said that the 
meeting had an ‘awesome responsibility’ to chart a future course 
for the future. An external facilitator, Simon Wilson, led the day. Six 
themes for focus were announced: 

• Ministry in all its forms 

• Being relevant to the world 

• Doing things differently 

• Lifelong spiritual development 

• Leadership 

• Sustainability 

• Those attending joined a discussion group for each of two of 
these topics and addressed themselves to four questions in relation 
to each. 

• What do we want to achieve in the next three years? 

• What is already happening? 
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• What else needs to happen? 

• Who should do it? 
Several, perhaps predictable, matters were raised; lack of clarity 
about what Unitarianism offered as a religious movement and lack 
of communication within the movement. 
 

There were, however, positive signs appearing: among which were 
that Unitarian College, Manchester is considering its future role to 
include training for a wider range of people than ministerial 
candidates; the 2020 initiative is offering training and consultancy; 
Bangor Unitarians are active in their local university; some 
congregations with finance but few volunteers to take on offices in 
their chapels are taking on paid help for administration and youth 
activities. 
 

Younger attenders emphasised the need for a more visible 
presence on social media and more engagement with social action 
at the local level. 
 

Unitarians are a congregational denomination and for some the 
“Vision” process has too much of “management speak” about it. 
There are congregations that have become ‘semi-detached’ from 
the GA nationally; for a variety of reasons they are pursuing their 
own ‘visions’ of what they consider Unitarianism to be and are too 
busy to give much attention to the ‘macro’ denominational aspect. It 
is true that there have been previous efforts (notably one by the 
Hibbert Trust) to outline a ‘vision’ for the movement that have failed 
owing to lack of support in the movement. I have elsewhere quoted 
the adage that we sometimes do not see the writing on the wall 
until we have our backs to it! One speaker spelled out clearly that 
the present demographic bias of the movement might soon result in 
some congregations no longer being viable under charity law if 
there were insufficient members to manage them. 
 

There will be a second report on the day in The Inquirer early in 
2016; meanwhile you can view a video report of the proceedings at: 
http://bit.ly/1OgwH6w there is a “Vision” page on the main Unitarian 
website at: www.untarian.org.uk/new/vision-our-future with links to 
the document itself and opportunities to post your reactions. 
          - Ken Smith 
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UNITARIAN PUBLICATIONS 

A range of regular Unitarian publications is 
available on subscription which may be of interest 

to members. 
 

The Inquirer 
the oldest continuously published religious 

periodical founded in 1842 

 

Website: www.inquirer.org.uk 

Administrator: James Barry 

Tel: (01273) 844 940 

Email: jbarry@kyla.co.uk 

 

Faith and Freedom 
A journal of progressive religion. Two issues 

annually, published Spring and Autumn. World 
circulation to ministers and laity. 

 

Website: www.faithandfreedom.org.uk  

Available from the Business Manager: Mr N. 
Clarke. 

Address: 16 Fairfields, Kirton in Lindsey, 
Gainsborough, DN21 4GA.  

The Unitarian  
established 1903 

 
Email: theunitarian@gmail.com 
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Living with Difference 

 

Members of the NUF may remember that last Christmas Unitarians 
were involved in a controversy over the choice of the presenter for 
BBC’s Radio 4 Thought for the Day on Boxing Day. The guest 
editor of the Today programme, Tim Berners Lee, himself a 
committed Unitarian living in the United States, had requested that 
Rev Andrew Pakula, minister of the New Unity congregation in 
London be invited to deliver the regular ‘religious slot’ on the 
programme; the choice was rejected by the BBC as Rev. Pakula is 
an avowed atheist. Compromise followed: Rev Jim Corrigall 
delivered the message at the appointed time while Andy Pakula 
was interviewed an hour earlier on the programme which gave him 
the opportunity to discuss his views on the air. It was an example 
of the uncertain position that religion occupies in public life in the 
UK. (Both items were afterwards published in the NUF Viewpoint) 
 

Under the title ‘Living with Difference’, the Woolf Institute in 
Cambridge has just issued a lengthy report on the place of religion 
in British public life. The report has a distinguished list of patrons 
and supporters; the report was drawn up under the chairmanship 
of Baroness Butler-Sloss and Dr. Edward Kessler  with a board of 
twenty commissioners representing the whole  religious ‘world’ 
including humanism, which took evidence from a wide cross 
section of respondents in different parts of the UK. The chairmen 
declare that “The proposals in this report amount to a ‘new 
settlement for religion and belief in the UK’, intended to provide 
space and a role for all within society, regardless of their beliefs or 
absence of them.” 
 

The report may be found at: http://www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/news/
detail.asp?ItemID=1004 

Its findings should be of interest to everyone, religious or not; I 
would urge members to take some time in reading the document 
carefully and I hope to include some reactions to it in future issues 
of the Newsletter. Suffice to say that it has drawn a fairly large 
amount of criticism from across the religious spectrum: The Church 
of England said the report was a “sad waste” and had “fallen 
captive to liberal rationalism”. While the National Secular Society 
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commented "This report seeks to promote a multi-faith approach to 
public life which is completely at odds with the religious indifference 
that permeates British society.” 
 

The report identifies three striking trends: 
 

• The increase in the number of people with non-religious 
beliefs and identities. 

• The general decline in Christian belief, affiliation and practice. 
• The increased diversity among people who have a religious 

faith. 
 

These changes, however we view them, have happened over time 
and are unlikely to go into reverse. For those of us who remain 
‘religious’, however defined, they will remain a considerable 
challenge. 
          - Ken Smith 

Communication 

 

Communication was the buzz-word a few years ago, but of late 
seems to have been superseded by a new word, ‘Vision’, but this 
and that of its variant, ‘Visibility’ all grew from our initial buzz-word. 
In the NUF it has always been important to communicate and 
remains key to anything we may be able to do now and in the 
future.  
 

The first and foremost way we communicate is through our two 
publications, this Newsletter and the Viewpoint. Every attempt is 
made to encourage members to receive them in a way that is most 
convenient to them, be it paper, electronically, or audibly on a CD. 
The advantage of receiving it electronically is that members get to 
read the material and see the illustrations in colour. However, it is 
the CD version that we would particularly like to remind our 
members who struggle with sight problems. Those who don’t 
already receive the publications electronically or on CD and who 
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would like to be added to the appropriate list, do get in touch with 
either our Membership Secretary, Howard Wilkins or with me. 
Details for both are on the back cover of the printed and electronic 
versions. 
 

Communication is a two-way process and if it is only a few lines 
you wish to share with other members, do contact either of our two 
editors. As you will see elsewhere in this Newsletter, we are 
encouraging as many members as are able to participate in an 
ongoing conversation based on the Viewpoints, which will be 
published through the year. You may know of an event that you 
think may be of interest to other NUF members and Mattie would 
love to hear about it. 
 

On that note I would like to direct you to the poster of a very 
interesting FOY Conference, to be held from 29

th
 April – 2

nd
 May 

2016 at: The Nightingale Centre. Further details are on the poster 
and on their website: www.ukunitarians.org.uk/foy. 
 

The Forum continues to be available for members, who wish to be 
in community this way as is the NUF facebook page.  
 

However, the NUF website is the key to accessing the above 
resources and much more. Each month a Reflection is added and 
this has greatly developed since it began many years ago. Not only 
have techniques and equipment improved, but also the number of 
people willing to offer their time and effort to make this happen 
each month. Not only is there a Reflection added each month, but 
the archive has grown over the years and remains a valuable 
resource. In the early days it was no more than a person talking to 
the camera reading from a piece of paper often fixed just below the 
small camera. Then the NUF obtained a grant to purchase an 
autocue, which has proved invaluable. A written version 
accompanies the meditation for those who are hard of hearing and 
the Reflections have become more visually interesting. In 
December we were able to offer both the regular Monthly 
Reflection but in the middle of the month a special Christmas 
Reflection was added also. The Monthly Reflections are easy to 
access with a simple click on the front opening page of the NUF’s 
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website. 
 

Let us make 2016 ‘The NUF’s year of Communication’. 
 

          - Joan Wilkinson 

My Faith as a Unitarian 

 
Throughout 2014 there was an ongoing conversation about how 
we moved forward as a movement together, or if we could move 
forward together at all in light of the diverse experiences and 
understandings of faith within the Unitarian tradition This was 
taking up much space on the pages of Facebook, on the NUF’s 
own Internet Forum and in our various Unitarian publications. 
There were and continue to be many suggestions as to what we 
should be, depending on the individual’s own perspective of their 
own understanding of faith. But we do not listen or communicate 
the depth of experience and knowledge available to us across the 
Unitarian movement. Or if there was a sharing and listening, it 
tended to be safer not to delve to deeply unless the other person 
more or less agreed, thus preventing uncomfortable situations.  
 

The questions I asked myself and what I wanted to hear from 
others had to be much more basic: ‘What is the faith of actual 
individual Unitarians, what is my own faith, how can we express it 
and what language can we use?’ Before moving on to the bigger 
question of whether we can hold together and move forward as a 
movement, it seemed only right to really listen to the answers to 
these basic questions. The NUF Committee agreed that six 
Unitarians, holding different perspectives of faith, should be invited 
to contribute towards a publication with the title My Faith as a 
Unitarian. One question that was definitely not being asked was 
whether they were or should be a Unitarian. They were specifically 
asked to write from their personal understanding of faith without 
making any suggestion as to what anyone else or what the wider 
Unitarian movement should believe. Only when the six contributors 
had submitted their pieces, would the conclusion be written asking 
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the questions as to whether and/or if we could move together as a 
movement. The plan is to publish the material as an e-book when 
the project is finally complete. 
 

It is timely now to be part of that wider conversation as others in 
the movement are trying to encourage such an examinatyion. As 
you will see elsewhere in this Newsletter, there is to be a Unitarian 
Theology Conference at Cross Street Chapel, Manchester on 
Saturday 21

st
 May 2016, where the question will be asked, by 

Stephen Lingwood: “Do Unitarians need Theology?” I do hope that 
some of you will be able to get to this conference and add to a long 
overdue and much needed conversation.  
 

The contributions to My Faith as a Unitarian, will initially be made 
available to NUF members and published on the NUF website for 
other Unitarians to access, in our bimonthly Viewpoint published 
through 2016. This will give NUF members and other Unitarians 
the opportunity to be part of an ongoing conversation, both in 
response to these contributions and perhaps in an encouragement 
to work on defining and sharing what their Unitarian faith means for 
them. Each month the contribution will include a very short 
introduction as well as possible questions which may be helpful for 
them to consider, but no doubt readers will find questions of their 
own they wish to address. To ensure that there are as many ways 
to contribute to this project a new section will be created on the 
NUF’s Unitarian Internet Forum, which will be open for anyone 
interested to register, by following the directions from the front 
page of the NUF website’s page: www.nufonline.org.uk. The NUF’s 
Facebook page will be available for comment for Facebook 
members, and of course it would be good to see responses sent to 
our Newsletter Editor to ensure that all NUF members are able to 
feel part of this project.  
 

Being in the privileged position of having read and commented on 
each of the six contributions already, I can assure readers that you 
will be moved often, challenged sometimes but always grateful for 
having being allowed into the religious lives of the six Unitarian 
people of faith, who willingly accepted the invitation to participate. 
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It will be necessary for readers to collect and save all the 2016 
editions of the Viewpoint, as each contribution will have something 
to add to what practising and living out their faith as a Unitarian 
means to them. I feel sure, like me, you will wish to return to the 
material more than once throughout the year, as thinking about the 
material and about your own faith continues the long and living 
tradition of Unitarian Faith, in which each and all can benefit, not 
only for deepening your own religious understanding but also in the 
way it will inform and help us to live out our faith in the wider 
community.   
 

          - Joan Wilkinson 

Viewpoint422 Response, Naomi Linnell to Tony McNeile:   

Dear Tony, 

I found this to be extremely interesting and a very attractive read.  
But, there are a few points I would like to raise and, since you are 
editor as well as author, I am sending them direct to you. 
 

P7:   You ask “What had Moses and Jeremiah to do with Jesus?”  
A rhetorical question perhaps, but I would reply that it seems to me 
that both Moses and Jeremiah did have a lot to do with Jesus.  
Jesus was a Rabi taught by Rabis, soaked in and spiritually 
inoculated by the tenets of the faith of his fathers. But he was also 
a radical Rabi who examined those precepts of the ancient 
scriptures and used the brain the good Lord had given him to 
reinterpret and re-evaluate the traditional teachings of Judaism. Not 
to cast them off and wipe them out, but to be offered to his 
followers as a foundation for his new vision of the relationship 
between men and their God and their neighbours. 
 

As for the Moses myth, I think it to be no different from all the other 
myths which make up such a large part of the Old Testament.  
Wisdom and comment expressed through the ancient practice of 
story-telling were made to explain the otherwise inexplicable, and 
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are perhaps no different from the simile and metaphor of our own 
religion and culture. Jesus claimed he came not to destroy the law 
of the Hebrew Scriptures, but to fulfil it. His fulfilling of the law was 
to urge his followers to love God and their neighbours, to strive to 
feed the hungry, nurse the sick, care for the dispossessed, comfort 
the grieving. As indeed do the faithful of today whether they be 
Muslim, Sikh, Buddhist, Humanist, Hindu, Universalist, Unitarian or 
Christian. 
 

Each myth and law may prevail until a fresh prophet comes along 
who re-evaluates and reinterprets in such a way that new ideas and 
improvements can be introduced into the teaching and actions of 
religious and spiritual communities. But let us keep the whole book 
to inspire us, not just fixate on the latest chapter.   
 

Pp 9-10:  You write, somewhat didactically I venture to say, that 
“We are trying to free ourselves of the old Christian label but others 
are trying to write it in big letters.”  Who, please, are these ”We”?  I 
am certainly not one of them, nor are many of my more orthodox 
Unitarian friends. In fact throughout the years I have been Unitarian 
I have noticed the tendency of some of the Universalists, and 
Humanists, and other self-proclaimed persons sitting under the 
same umbrella on the same raft of “Unitarianism”, to denigrate the 
ideals and faith of both the Unitarian Christians and the Non-

subscribing Christians who sit beside them. I have to admit that I 
have increasingly found this to be exceedingly tedious.   
 

You also say: “I want to build our tradition on the great deeds and 
the good works of our forebears in the 19th century.” Yes, 
undoubtedly Unitarians were amongst the good folk “who led the 
way in working for social justice, education for all, women as well 
as men, who built libraries and schools, maternity hospitals and 
teaching colleges…” But they were not, I believe, the sole 
propounders of these acts of faith. We can be justly proud of our 
Unitarian heritage in these fields, but so may be the Religious 
Society of Friends, the Evangelicals and the Catholic Anglicans of 
the Church of England and, high on the list, the 19th century 
Congregational churches and the Salvation Army.   
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I fear you are tempted to throw out a rather healthy and percipient 
baby simply because he lies in a lake of muddied bathwater. That, I 
feel, would be a shame.  
 

Best regards, Naomi 

Response to Viewpoint No 244 – ‘I am Tony McNeile a 
Unitarian’ 

 

There are many points in Tony’s perspective of ‘spirituality’ that I 
would wish to follow up, but the primary one for me is his personal 
dismissal of the living tradition of the Old and New Testaments and 
the thoughtful consideration and experience of many Unitarians in 
their thoughtful and growing lives. 
 

As I write we are approaching Christmas, with the stories of the 
nativity, which are far more than just children’s stories. These 
stories were not only ground-breaking at the time of writing but in a 
living tradition can aid our religious understanding and experience 
now. God was recognised as being embodied in the material world 
in the man Jesus. Be the account myth or fact, this is an important 
revelation for many still; that the material world and even our very 
selves are alive in or with a power that is greater than we can 
explain but which we may call God. 
 

Our understanding of matter has clearly moved on in the last 2,000 
years, but acknowledging the interdependence of all matter and 
having our own incredible creation story for today, we recognise 
the radical relationship we have not only within our own human 
species but with all that exists. We are all created from stardust 
following the Big Bang and evolution. Drawing on the truth the 
writers of 2,000 years ago tried to express of an embodied God in 
the man Jesus, as Unitarians we should find the words to celebrate 
our tradition in new words, that are grounded, that are inclusive, 
that recognise our radical relations with each other and with the 
created world.  
 

In this Christians are not alone and we see many trying to interpret 
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and write new stories or draw on other stories which 
include  radical love and radical relations within the material world 
in which we live. Unitarians, with their radical and living tradition, 
are well placed to engage with science, with other faiths and each 
other. Together we must discover the language that celebrates not 
only our unity and diversity but that of the world we live in.  
 

          - Joan Wilkinson 

Minister's page 
Another New Year. I have celebrated twice already. Many cultures 
begin their new year in the autumn when the last harvest is 
gathered in. We in the Unitarian Earth Spirit Network take the 
winter solstice as the start of a new year, because it is the time 
when the sun appears to be stationary over the Tropic of 
Capricorn, before  it starts to move northwards again pushing light 
and warmth to the northern half of the world. 
 

In December my sermons were about Advent and so were some 
of the ones I heard. We seem to have been intrigued with the 
theme of journeying towards events that were to be the start of 
great changes. The story of the journey towards Christmas is easy 
to translate into one of everyday life. We are all journeying 
somewhere; that is what life is - a journey. But where are we going 
and why are we going and what is going to happen when we get 
there?   Set these journeys into a day or a week or a year or a 
lifetime, the same questions should always be asked. Unitarians 
have always focused on the biblical exhortation to show your faith 
by doing good works. Since their beginnings they have journeyed 
along doing their good works in a multiplicity of ways depending on 
their own skills or circumstances. They have not journeyed alone. 
They have journeyed because they also have an inner faith that 
seems to compel them. We say it doesn't matter what that faith is 
so long it is not based on creating harm in the world. 
 

If you are going to make resolutions this New Year about your 
weight, or smoking, or drinking, or going to church, please add 
another one - to continue the spiritual journey and along the way 
show your faith by doing good works. I wish you all a happy and 
successful journey through the coming year.   - Tony 



 

Worship Page 

 

The seventh day was created as a day of rest, the good book says, 
but that day has been absorbed into the working week and taken 
away from us. The world no longer sleeps, the people have no 
quiet. The rhythm of life has no rests. The world is mostly lit up 
during the darkness that is supposed to be rest from the day. The 
commercial light of the outside world is so different from the 
peaceful spiritual light of the inner world. 
 

Seven is a special number, some say a sacred number. As we live 
day by day in this seven days a week of life burning world, the 
colours of life can be bleached to grey. 
 

Let us try to restore the number seven as a symbol of rest. No 
matter how busy, how pushed for time, introduce a seventh bar rest 
in the music of life. If you can make it a seven bar rest, why not?    
 

In the gospel story Jesus took himself a way off from the disciples 
to be on his own and pray.  Why don't we?    
 

Seven was the jubilee year of forgiveness. If you were to take a 
fraction of that time for prayer or reflection you allow the light of the 
divine world to flow in. Peace of mind, peace of heart can be 
rediscovered, stamina is restored. May the spirit of holiness find a 
place to enter your heart when it is resting and fill your life with joy. 
 

Prayer 
 

Pray for yourself but afterwards let us pray for others. Let us pray 
for the refugees and the victims of warfare and pray that they can 
find safe havens. Let us pray for the fighters that they will lay down 
their arms and come to embrace their enemies as friends, learn 
that war will always end in peace and then a conference. Let us 
pray for the peacemakers who know that violence brings death not 
life to the innocent. 
 

Let us pray for every heart that is troubled, that is derailed from the 
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spiritual path, or sees no path at all. May those troubled hearts be 
taken under the protection of the Angels and the footsteps guided 
towards the sanctuary of love. 
 

Let us pray for our loved ones, family and friends and wish each 

one of them peace and joy for the coming year. May each of us 

have a prayerful and positive life in the year ahead. 

 

          - Tony McNeile 

Wishing you all a very happy New Year, may it be full 
of joy and hope for the future!! 

 

 

“Hope” is the thing with feathers— 

That perches in the soul— 

And sings the tune without the words— 

And never stops—at all— 

 

And sweetest—in the Gale—is heard— 

And sore must be the storm— 

That could abash the little Bird 

That kept so many warm— 

 

I’ve heard it in the chilliest land— 

And on the strangest Sea— 

Yet—never—in Extremity, 
It asked a crumb—of Me. 
 

Emily Dickinson 
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Unitarian  

    Theology  

           Conference 

 
Cross Street Chapel, 

Manchester 

Saturday 21st May 2016 

10.30am for 11.00am to 5.00pm 

 

"Do Unitarians need Theology?" Stephen 

Lingwood 

Response by Dr Melanie Prideaux 

"The Spirit in Unitarian and Judaeo-Chris,an  

Thought" Rev Jo James 
 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS "Towards a Unitarian Theology  

for the Twenty-First Century" Rev Dr David Steers 
 

ALL 

WELCOME.  

 

Please bring your own lunch.      

For further informa,on contact  

Rev Jim Corrigall on 07909 572279 or  

email corrigalljim@gmail.com   

Unitarianism 

A faith worth thinking 
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Hilton Birmingham Metropole Hotel, 
The NEC, 

Birmingham, 
B40 1PP, 

West Midlands, 
UK 

 

 

Contact:  T:  (020) 7240 2384 

   E:  amazon@unitarian.org.uk 



 Points of Contact 
 

President: Mrs. Joan Wilkinson, 10 Shirley Close, Castle   

  Donington, Derby, DE74 2XB 

 Tel: 01332 814 055    email: joanwilk@nufonline.org.uk 

 

Secretary: Mr. Ken Smith, 12 Gravel Road, Church Crookham,  
  Fleet, Hants GU52 6BB 

 Tel: 01252 628 320    email: kennethsmith939@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer: Mrs. Valerie Walker, 15 Station Road, Stoke   

  Mandeville, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 5UL 

 Tel: 01296 613 501    email: vawalker55@gmail.com 

 

Membership Secretary: Mr. Howard Wilkins, 46 Brookside,  
  Burbage, Hinckley, Leics, LE10 2TL 

 Tel: 01455 635 043 

 

Minister& Viewpoint Editor: Rev. Tony McNeile, 102 Turton Road, 
  Bradshaw, Bolton, BL2 3DY 

 Tel: 01204 591 570    email: tony.mcneile@nufonline.org.uk 

 

Webmaster: Mr. John Wilkinson 

  Address/ Tel/ Email same as President 
 

Books of Fellowship: Mrs. Pat Caddick, 10 Park Lane, Castle  
  Donington, Derby, DE74 2JF 

 

Distributor: Mr. Derek Harvey, Flat 2 Broomsgrove Road, Sheffield, 
  S10 2LR 

 

Newsletter Editor: Miss. Matilda Pugh, 63 White Croft Works, 69 
Furnace Hill, Sheffield, S. Yorkshire, S3 7AH 

 Tel: 0790 840 1172    email: rubber_boots@hotmail.co.uk 

 

National Unitarian Fellowship 

Affiliated to the General Assembly of 
Unitarian and Free Christian Churches 

 

Liking those who value Freedom, Reason and Tolerance in 
Religion 


