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A Circle of Seekers – Sharing our Insights, 
Challenges and Wisdom 

 

This well-produced book contains the Collected Theme Talks from 
Hucklow Summer between 2011 and 2014, and is edited by Jane 
Blackall. It is so good that not only have I heard several of the 
Theme Talks at Summer School but also read the book twice and 
feel sure I will return to it many times. 

The Unitarian Religious Summer School is held at The Nightingale 
Centre, Hucklow, in August each year, and is an experience I 
would recommend to anyone. It is life-changing and I believe 
reading the book could also be a life-changing experience. 

A Theme Talk begins each day of the week and concentrates on 
the theme of the Summer School for that particular year. For me 
this was always the highlight of the day along with the discussion 
with the speaker later in the afternoon. The morning Theme Talks 
seemed to link the work of the workshops, which followed. I always 
marvelled at the way everything fell effortlessly in to place but that 
was because of the intense planning that goes on through the year 
by a talented and committed Summer School Panel. 

The themes chosen illustrate the practical nature of the work we 
have to do in understanding ourselves and how we might live our 
authentic lives in the community: 

2011 – Walking the Talk: Living a Life of Greater Integrity. 

2012 – Sacred Living: Encountering the Holy in the Everyday. 

2013 – Living at the Edge: Finding Meaning in the Margins. 

2014 – The Authentic Self: Discovering the Real You. 

Following the above are short biographical details of each of the 
speakers, details about Hucklow Summer School and an excerpt 
from ‘Unitarian? What’s That?’ by Rev Cliff Reed.  

Copies can be purchased via mail order for £10 + £2.50 P&P 
(cheques payable to Essex Church) from Jane Blackall, c/o Essex 
Unitarian Church, 112 Palace Gardens Terrace, London W8 4RT. 
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Secretary’s Notes 

 

As 2015 draws to close the committee of NUF has been 
considering the matter of subscriptions for 2016. We have decided 
to continue with the current  full subscription rate of £13 for a full 
year’s membership but to dispense with the reduced rate for retired 
and unemployed members along with  the 50p ‘additional 
supplement ’ in the case where  two members reside at the same 
address; this has  only applied to a few households. In cases 
where two current members reside at the same address, they will 
be counted as a single membership; we have never been 
requested to deliver separate mailings of publications to the same 
address so the supplement seems redundant. The existing student 
rate of £5 p.a. will continue. 
 

We have also decided to withdraw the arrangement whereby 
members can, at their request, receive The Unitarian magazine 
together with NUF publications . The Unitarian is published on a 
different schedule to our own publications and this has been one 
cause of the rather erratic appearance of NUF Newsletters and 
Viewpoints over the past year. All those members currently 
receiving The Unitarian will continue to do so to the end of their   
current subscription year but no renewals under  this arrangement 
will be possible from the start of  January 2016.  
 

One of the  time consuming tasks for the Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary is following up late subscriptions; despite 
printing the member’s renewal date on the envelope label each 
month, we have a too large a number of subscriptions  in arrears. 
Thus we propose to ask you to renew your NUF subscription in 
January 2016; in the case of members who joined/ renewed during 
September through to December 2015, we shall extend their 
membership through to the end of 2016 without further payment .  
 

New members who join during the year will have their membership 
dated as from January and will be sent all the publications for that 
year when they join. 
 

A renewal form will be included with the January Newsletter in all 
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members’ mailings; there will be a further form enclosed with the 
February. If your subscription does not arrive by the end of March, 
we shall conclude that you do not wish to continue your 
membership and delivery of publications will then cease. 
 

For those members who wish to pay their subscriptions by bank 
transfer through BACS the account details are given below :- 
Our Bank : CAF Bank Ltd. West Malling, Kent  
Sort Code :  40 -52-40 

 

Account Name : National Unitarian Fellowship  
A/c  Number  00060019 

 

- Ken Smith 

Treasurer’s Footnote 

 

We now have an online banking facility which means we can save 
a great deal in postage charges as our printer and distributer costs, 
and officer expenses, can now be repaid without having to send a 
cheque around for signature before being sent to the payee. 
 

This leads me to request that members also make use of bank 
transfers. Preferably set up a Standing Order for a date in January 
for your annual subscription or transfer the amount through BACS. 
However it is important that you put a reference on your transaction 
(I suggest Surname and Town) so that I can identify your payment 
and check you off on the membership list. An e-mail to me 
confirming the date of your payment would be very helpful. 
Please help us to reduce unnecessary outgoings and to tighten up 
our systems. 
 

Our bank details: 
CAF Bank Ltd. West Malling, Kent  
Sort Code:  40 -52-40 

Account Name: National Unitarian Fellowship  
Account Number:  00060019 

Reference: Surname & Town 

Many thanks, Valerie 
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Touching Base on Islam (2)                                             
     

In our first article we touched on several key issues in Islam, led by 
Dr Chris Hewer.  [Do visit his website www.chrishewer.org.]  We 
saw differences between what is, and is not, proper Islamic 
practice and we saw common ground in the Muslim concept of taq 
wa ('God-consciousness').  
 

We were, of course, dealing with Islam as it evolved from the time 
of Muhammad and especially in his years in Medina (which means 
'City of the Prophet') (622-632AD).  Here he had political power 
and control whereas in his earlier days as a prophet, in Mecca (610
-622AD), his followers were a small minority, some of whom had to 
emigrate for a while for their own safety. 
 

So what key beliefs - or themes - might have marked the Muslim 
community at this early period in its life?  Dr Hewer suggests there 
were three:- 1. 'No idolatry', 2. 'Faithfulness in transactions' (that is, 
building trust), and 3. 'This life is not all'.  Christians can surely 
agree with all three. 
 

So what does Islam say about the next life?  Muslims say that 
there is a good and a bad destination.  How does one gain entry to 
the former which Muslims call paradise?  They say, solely by 
deeds.  Dr Hewer illustrated Islamic teaching with an extended pair 
of scales.  On one side are our good deeds, on the other our bad 
deeds.  The good have to outweigh the bad but the balancing arm 
does not stay in the middle.  Rather God edges it towards the 
merciful end to assist the good to win. 
 

Despite this kind tilting of the balance, we, in our human frailty, are 
at risk of falling on the wrong side.  We improve our chances a 
good deal, we are told, if we become Muslims.   
 

The Christian teaching is that God has brought us salvation in 
Jesus his Son.  Salvation is not 'earned'; it is a gracious gift to 
which we respond in faith.  Muhammad held Jesus to be a prophet. 
He denied, however, that Jesus was the Son of God.  He thought 
this carried the unseemly idea that God procreated like us.  But, 
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that misunderstanding aside, there was still the fact that a man was 
being associated with God who is altogether 'other'.  This in Islam 
is shirk, a most serious sin.    
 

The Cross of Jesus is itself a problem to Muslims.  For one thing, 
the Qur'an seems to deny that Jesus was crucified.  According to 
the Qur'an (in Surah 4:157) the Jews 'did not kill him, nor did they 
crucify him, but they thought they did'.  Or as the last clause might 
be interpreted (and commonly is for Muslim readers) someone else 
took his place (e.g Simon of Cyrene).  Candid Muslim scholars 
themselves find this an awkward solution to the problem the text 
presents. 
 

Muslims hold that Muhammad gave us the final revelation.  With 
him history changes for ever.  Jews had a prior revelation from 
Moses, as did Christians from Jesus, but, according to 
Muhammad, 'errors' crept into each record.  Muslims believe the 
one perfect script is that of Islam.  We see now not only the 
motivation to convert others to Islam but why leaving Islam for 
another faith is so great an offence. 
 

So what of Muhammad, to whom Muslims believe God spoke 
directly in the Arabic tongue?  Due to the Prophet's later marital 
history, the violence which was to accompany his movement, and 
his denial that Jesus was the Son of God, some have believed his 
revelations were made up or simply delusional.  Dr Hewer keenly 
feels, as do we, that he cannot be so easily dismissed.  We note 
that, Muhammad, like Moses, was at first afraid to be a prophet.  
How then are we to explain the Prophet of Islam?   Dr Hewer 
suggests he had access to 'an esoteric stream of consciousness'.   
To any who know a little Jungian psychology this gives some 
positive food for thought.      - Barbara and Cedric Dowe 

 

Making music with the Unitarian Music Society 

 

On Friday 7
th
 August I set off to Great Hucklow to attend my first 

long anticipated UMS Weekend. Having heard the standard of this 
vibrant society as an outsider I was also a little anxious about 
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being able to offer so little. Would I feel uncomfortable I 
wondered? There was no need to have worried as everyone 
welcomed each other with such joy and encouragement. One 
thing we all had in common was a love of music and a love of 
making music. 
 

From Friday evening on, the building echoed with the sound of 
singing and playing. Having selected Elgar’s The Music Makers 
the choir and orchestra were certainly challenged to come to grips 
with a piece that seemed very difficult, for the first couple of days. 
Our talented Director, David Dawson, and Myrna Mitchell, who 
had come over from New Zealand to be with us, coaxed us, 
sometimes gently, sometimes with great fun and sometimes quite 
sternly. The piece was taken to pieces bar by bar at times, as we 
tried to come to terms with the work. By the time the orchestra 
and choir came together to perform the piece on Sunday evening, 
we were feeling much better about this difficult work. For me, it 
was a wonderful opportunity to sing in a choir, supported by two 
excellent altos sat at my side.  
 

It was a joy to watch our young, talented adults, adding so much 
to the weekend and being willing to help in the ongoing life of the 
society. One of the highlights was the Saturday evening, when 
individuals performed for the rest of us. One of the young adults 
playing the bassoon performed a duet with a first time visitor, who 
played the cello, a combination of sounds I hadn’t heard before 
but which worked very well. The occasion drew out performers 
singing, speaking and playing across a wide spectrum of music. 
  
On Sunday evening the choir performed to a very small audience 
of less than ten. Various group also got the chance to share what 
they had been practising throughout the weekend. Surprisingly I 
was included in the recorder group and sat next to another treble 
player. I had expected to be with the beginners so this was a bit of 
a test and one I’m not sure I really passed! However, performing 
with other players is an encouragement to improve by the time the 
UMS Weekend comes round again. 
 

         - Joan Wilkinson 
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UK Unitarian TV visit Whitby and Bolton Unitarians 

 

On July 19
th
, the camera crew visited Whitby Unitarian Chapel to 

film the Sunday Service, and what a delight this was in every way. 
 

Our earlier filmed service had been to celebrate the Summer 
Solstice with the congregation from Bank Street Chapel, Bolton. 
The two experiences could not have been more different. Bolton is 
one of the Unitarian, northern nineteenth century grand chapels, 
reflecting the rising status of Unitarians in the north. Whitby Chapel 
on the other hand reflects the seafaring nature of its position. In 
1715 the first chapel was converted from a thirteenth century 
house and in the nineteenth century rebuilt on the same site and 
structure. Unlike Bolton with its grand façade announcing itself as 
an important town centre church, Whitby is difficult to find, being 
hidden behind a green door between a café and shop. However, 
proceed through the green door, climbing the old, well-worn stone 
steps, a beautiful, old chapel emerges. 

Stephen Lingwood, the minister at Bank Street, and the 
congregation at Bolton ensure that the space of the building is 
used well, both for worship and for community service. On the day 
we filmed, a choir from the Bolton University of the Third Age 
(U3A) helped to swell the already lusty singing of the congregation.  
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We were entertained by both sacred and secular music through the 
ages. Culture and religion came together as did science and 
religion in the words of Stephen. The large, many piped organ and 
the grand piano with a large choir facing the congregation were 
easily accommodated in this large space. At Whitby the much 
smaller space was easily filled by Whitby regulars and friends from 
the Stockton and Scarborough congregations. The very old, small 
pedal organ was valiantly played in accompaniment to well-chosen 
hymns, reflecting the small seafaring town and the theme for the 
day of exploration, both geographically and personal inner 
discovery and growth. Throughout the service, led by the minister 
Margaret Kirk, the seagulls joined in, emphasising the chapel’s 
proximity to the sea and stressing the seafaring and journeying 
theme chosen.  
 

It seems a great privilege to visit so many different chapels. The 
team are always made very welcome and we always leave hoping 
that it won’t be too long before we are invited back. Sadly we are 
unable to cover as many chapels as we would like, purely down to 
time limitations and bookings stretching well into the future.  
 

If any readers have expertise and a willingness to develop their 
own filming skills or know of others, who may wish to join the 
UKUTV camera teams, we would be very pleased to hear from 
them.  
 

To read more about the history and present day activities of Bolton 
and Whitby Chapels and see more photographs of the buildings 
and people worshipping there, do visit their websites. 
 

Whitby: www.ukunitarians.org.uk/whitby  
 

Bank Street, Bolton: www.bolton-unitarians.org.uk 

 

To view the services. 
 

Whitby: http://www.ukunitarian.tv?whitby-service 

 

Bank Street, Bolton: http://www.ukunitarian.tv?bolton-service   
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Newsletter Feedback from Nick Honneyman 

 

I want to say congratulations to our new editor Mattie and welcome 
to the job!  What a great edition this one is with a rich variety of 
articles, book reviews, poems and pieces from the minister and 
committee members. Well done and best wishes for the future.  
 

There is much here I could respond to, but in particular I was 
struck by the suggestion in President's Ponderings of Unitarian 
monastics and retreats. In Unitarianism we don't require a high 
level of commitment like this most if the time, and our Protestant 
roots have left us without a monastic tradition.  The only retreats I 
can think of are events like at Hucklow or the TMF (Meditational 
Fellowship). I agree that the type of small communities envisioned 
by Joan would need a core of enthusiastic self-motivated people. 
There is a Quaker community in Derbyshire at Bamford; I can see 
how they become like beacons to the wider movement. The 
reference to Buddhist neo-monasticism reminded me of the chap 
who did our mindfulness session at work, although not a monk as 
such (and he dressed quite normally) he lives at a local Buddhist 
centre in Sheffield and goes out to schools, workplaces etc. to 
teach an accessible secularised version of his religious practice to 
the public.  
 

Touching base on Islam also was a very welcome article. It helped 
me to appreciate how varied the religious impulse can be, and I am 
long overdue having a better understanding of Islam in general. 
The comment that Western Europe is on a downward spiral of God
-forgetfulness only really makes sense to me from a conservative 
point of view. If God is love and compassion, then the increase in 
charitable work would make up for the reduction in church going.  
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Tributes paid to ‘wonderful, courageous and lovely’ 
Hugh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hugh Barlow with Margaret Pilkington,Miriam Brown and Elizabeth 
Barlow outside Sidmouth Unitarian church. Ref shs 9502-26-15TI. 

Picture: Terry Ife 

 

 A theologian who helped bring same-sex marriage to Sidmouth 
will remain in the hearts and minds of all who knew him. Hugh 
Barlow taught geography but was soon drawn to the church, 
earning a Bachelor of Divinity before going on to train ministers in 
England and Nigeria. On returning to London, Hugh met Elizabeth 
and they enjoyed a happy marriage of 45 years. 
 

In 2005, they retired to Seaton, where Hugh became deeply 
involved in the running and management of the town’s food bank. 
He later advised the founders of the Sid Valley group. Seaton’s 
Christian Aid group was nearly at the point of collapse, but he 
succeeded in restoring it to a going concern. In June, Hugh led 
Sidmouth Unitarian Church to become the first church in Devon to 
offer same-sex marriages, after a year-long application process. 
“He was 76, but he never retired,” said Elizabeth. “He wasn’t doing 
paid work, but he was always doing something. “He was absolutely 
delighted to get the permission [for same-sex marriages]. It was 
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Hugh Barlow – a good friend of the Unitarians 

 

Along with many others, we were shocked to hear of the death of 
Hugh Barlow after a short battle with cancer and our thoughts go 
out to Elizabeth who had only just retired from being the NUF 
Treasurer. The extra time she had looked forward to spending with 
Hugh was all too short. 
 

The first time I met the Barlows, was at my first NUF Weekend at 
Great Hucklow. Most had arrived and were waiting for the late-

comers to arrive. The door opened and in came Hugh and 
Elizabeth pushing their tandem, looking windswept and a little on 
the tired side. I can’t recall whether they had cycled from the local 
station or all the way from their Nottingham home. It was a long 
time ago and they were very fit then. 
 

Hugh’s religious home was with the United Reform Church but he 
was a very good friend to the NUF and was always willing to lead 
the early morning or late night devotions, when we met. His 
contributions at these times and during any group discussion and 
one to one exchanges, were always thoughtful; he was a man well 
worth listening to. 

 

such a battle.” She added: “When he was in hospital, he couldn’t 
understand why he had so many visitors. He was really popular. 
“Now, I find when I walk around town that people are still asking 
about him. He was wonderful.” Hugh died on August 27. His 
funeral last Friday was attended by 65 people and led by a retired 
Unitarian minister, the Reverend Tony McNeile, who spoke of 
Hugh’s work and studies, his cheerfulness and his sense of 
humour. A friend, Miriam Brown said: “Hugh will remain in the 
hearts and minds of all who knew him, as a man of gentle speech 
and of both spiritual and practical wisdom.” Robert Crick, another 
friend, paid tribute to his valiance and courage. He said: “He was 
very good at quietly and mildly standing his ground about 
homelessness or assisted dying, and discussing issues that are 
controversial in a way that was so very inoffensive.” 
 

      - Stephen Sumner and Sidmouth Herald  
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Sadly, I met Hugh Barlow on only a few occasions but I was 
immediately impressed on first meeting, not only by his friendliness 
but by the acuity of his mind. He made a fine speech in the 2012 
Nottingham GA debate on Assisted Dying and I naturally turned to 
Hugh  to  write  a report  of a very fractious debate about the 
appointment of the Vice  President at the 2013  GA at Whittlebury. 
There followed in the NUF Newsletter  a balanced and considered 
account of a difficult situation that most Unitarian publications 
preferred not to cover. 
 

The account of Hugh’s life indicates that in all he did for so many 
causes, he was a good and faithful servant who will be sadly 
missed. 
          - Ken Smith 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Elizabeth at this difficult time. 
 

          - Joan Wilkinson  

 The call centre 

 or  Clever old man in the sky.) 
 

On the desk the phones are ringing, 
so many large requests they're bringing, 

Jean wants him to make her well 
Joan wants him to save her from hell. 

There's a request from Jim to pass his exams 

Another from Jan to save her Spring lambs. 
 

From flooding Lord protect our home 

advise on what to do by phone. 
Another call says the Pope's retiring, 
God fears that he may be expiring. 

Benedict you've done your best, 
now's the time to have a rest. 

A loud incessant ringing tone announces, 
The election of the new Pope Francis. 
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Canterbury calling... Archbishop Justin Welby, 
No I didn't say from Selby. 

I'm going to Rome to meet the Pope, 
His holiness gives us so much hope. 

I'm happy that you're on your way 

To meet my man and have your say. 
 

To an angel God addresses, 
for a cup of tea he presses. 

Here my Lord it's strong and sweet, 
Will you have salad with your meat ? 

 

The lines are ringing both night and day 

Someone always stops to pray. 
I haven't a moment for myself 

I'll eat a meal from off the shelf. 
 

 

The ringing phones cause more ructions 

It's Francis Lord I need instructions. 
Your job is to help the poor 

No need again to ask for sure. 
 

 

Tell everybody don't pray so much 

I need a break but will keep in touch. 
I know what you want before you ask, 

So simply focus on your task. 
 

File callcentre190313a1  ©  David Watmough. 
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Echoes of the Labour Church 

 

The recent campaign that resulted in the election of Jeremy Corbyn 
as leader of the Labour party was remarkable for several reasons. 
Aside from one’s personal political leanings, it was difficult not to be 
impressed by the large attendances that Corbyn drew to his 
campaign meetings in large venues – halls holding 1500 people 
spilled over to such an extent that on more than one occasion he 
was compelled to address separate meetings outside in the street 
for those unable to get in. For a politician to be able to attract 
audiences of a size usually reserved for pop groups was 
unprecedented. 
 

Reading the Facebook postings of many of those who had 
attended these gatherings, I was struck by the almost evangelistic 
fervour that the meetings had induced – ‘at last a politician who 
talks our language’, ‘a new kind of politics’ etc. I was reminded of 
Harold Wilson’s description of the party as a ’broad church’ and 
how he had declared the party was a ‘moral crusade or it was 
nothing’. When I studied the early history of the Labour Party for O 
Level History  (many years ago), my teacher said that the party 
owed more to Methodism than it did to Marxism for many of  the 
early Socialists  had a close link with the Dissenting churches.  
 

Indeed there was once a Labour Church, started not by a 
Methodist but by a Unitarian, John Trevor, who was initially an 
assistant minister to socialist sympathiser, Philip Wicksteed at 
Upper Brooke Street chapel, Manchester; the latter’s political 
leanings did not endear him to James Martineau, the leading 
Unitarian of the day – and a Tory- who resigned his membership in 
protest. Trevor parted company with the Unitarians whom he 
considered to over emphasise religious freedom while neglecting 
the need for economic freedom; yet for all that, the Labour Church 
he founded, adopted many of the features of the Unitarian 
movement; it was non-creedal and although not ostensibly atheist, 
its motto ‘God is King’ soon gave way to ‘Let labour be the basis of 
civil society’. Services followed the format of Nonconformist 
worship – the inaugural meeting in 1891 at Bradford included the 
reading of a poem by James Russell Lowell, an author whose work 
is still to be found in Unitarian hymn books , and the singing of 
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Edward Carpenter’s anthem ‘England Arise!’. 
 

The church spread rapidly especially across the North of England 
and the Midlands, with congregations soon reaching 300 – 500 
members. A Labour Church hymn book and tune book was 
published and some churches were registered for baptisms, 
marriages and funerals. Prominent figures in the Labour Movement 
such as Keir Hardie and Ben Tillett spoke at its meetings and it 
issued a newspaper, the Labour Prophet. Trevor’s Manchester 
congregation established a shelter for the homeless and children’s 
clubs. Its social outreach a hundred years ago is paralleled by the 
Food Banks and after school clubs that are often still sponsored by 
churches to-day. The ostensibly religious character of the church 
weakened over time and in 1909 it was renamed the Socialist 
Church which led to Trevor’s departure. What happened to the 
churches that Trevor established is unclear; other churches, from 
the Quakers through to the Anglicans and Roman Catholics, had 
established Socialist societies. By the time of WW1 the movement 
had ceased to exist. 
 

The modern Christian Socialist movement still exists – recently 
renamed Christians on the Left; the recent Labour Party 
conference began with a church service, attended by the new 
leader. Jeremy Corbyn has spoken appreciatively of the social 
service of faith groups in society. Although not a declared religious 
believer, it is significant that Corbyn chose to end his leader’s 
speech by quoting Keir Hardie, most definitely a Christian and a 
frequent speaker at Labour Church services. 
          - Ken Smith 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No halo, no crown …  
 

“La Virgine di Ulmiltà”  
an engraving made in the workshop of Mantegna! 

 

 A girl sits on a low stool in the shadowy corner of an engraving 
made five hundred years ago, her robe draped about her like folds 
of sculpted marble, pulled from a copper-plate, sharp etched by a 
master. But behind the mother’s head is no bright halo, upon her 

brow is set no golden crown.  
 

The mother and her child enfolded into one being, her cheek rests 
against his, and within the shelter of those large loving hands and 

strong young arms  is their quiet and private place none may 
trespass upon. There she has no use for any bright halo, no reason 

to need a golden crown.  
           

          - Naomi Linell 
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DERBY UNITY Launch! 
 

http://www.derbyunity.org/ 
 

Derby Unity is the product of a great deal of hard work by Christina 
Smith. She, like so many of us, cannot understand why our 
wonderful community of Unitarians is so small and unknown in the 
world. The difference being that she has taken a brave step 
towards changing things with a new style of Unitarian service. 
Hoping to do away with negative connotations towards being a part 
of an organisation.  
 

Instead of altering tried and tested services in communities that 
have been established for years, Christina (with the help of others) 
has put together a type of service in a new location that we hope 
will appeal to the masses. Offering a welcoming, friendly, 
intellectually thinking, evolving group of people in the pursuit of 
knowledge and unity. 
 

On the 17th of October Derby Unity celebrated it’s launch. As well 
as a fantastic selection of free food they offered some workshops 
based on the themes of ‘Be More’, ‘Do More’ and ‘’Make a 
Difference’ (the tag line for the congregation). Laying the 
foundations to be an inclusive, supportive community we discussed 
things like aspirations we had as children. Thinking what we 
wanted to be when we grew up and asking whether we think we’ve 
achieved those goals. Exploring what ‘success’ means and 
whether we sometimes loose sight of the important things like 
people, and happiness in order to obtain that specific definition of 
success. 
 

As their website says: “An informal brunch served 
from 10:30am every Sunday. Followed at 11am by 
our main gathering which includes a time for all 
ages, music, a theme talk and a time for the 
sharing of thoughts and inspiration.” 
 

Here’s hoping that Derby Unity will be a success!! 
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President’s Ponderings 

                                                                                                               
Since writing last time, John and I have been to John’s brothers’ 
and sister-in-law’s seventieth birthday parties. The families of the 
two brothers came together for a wonderful celebration. Games on 
the lawn and quizzes brought much laughter as oldies and 
youngsters came together in fierce competition. It was a wonderful 
celebration of life. Have you ever asked yourself how many 
wooden building blocks in a single tower, one can carry on a tray, 
whilst dribbling a ball through a slalom course and bursting a 
balloon? I decided that fourteen was about six too many for me 
and yet the youngsters coped quite well.  
 

Recently I have been watching with delight, the movement of 
generations. It doesn’t seem a minute since we were the young 
mums and dads bringing up children of our own and now we are 
the elders of the family with grandchildren. But in spite of age, we 
always feel that the time and space we occupy within the family is 
the right place. The time span for reflection is enriched as the new 
life comes along and grows.  
 

As I have written elsewhere in this Newsletter, The Unitarian Music 
Society have wonderful young musicians enjoying being with older 
musicians. This isn’t just to enjoy making music, but also to 
contribute on the committee to ensure the continuation of that 
vibrant Society. 
 

On that note I would like to move on to our own Fellowship and to 
welcome and congratulate Mattie Pugh on producing her first 
excellent Newsletter. We must be grateful to her for sharing her 
skills with us and I thank her on everyone’s behalf. I hope that 
Mattie will be the first of our next generation of young adults to find 
a Unitarian home with the NUF.  
 

Whether within the birth family or within our Unitarian family, the 
oldies have an important role to play. We are here to support and 
encourage our youngsters to be and do the best they can. Just as 
they need our love, support and encouragement in their 
endeavours, we need them to keep the balance and circle of life 



 

unbroken. We need and welcome Mattie for her vivaciousness, 
energy and skill but in order to the best she can, we must do the 
best we can and submit many articles and letters to her.  

          - Joan Wilkinson 

 

Just a small note:  
 

Thanks so much to everyone that has sent in articles for this NL. I 
really do appreciate it as this NL could not be without you :)  
This being said, I would love it if in future you could try and send 
me articles in a Word Document format, or something similar 
please. 
Many thanks to you all. 
Mattie 
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Minister’s Page 

 

Here in Bolton we have a Unitarian Earth Spirit Group. We meet 
eight times each year to celebrate the wheel of the year. These 
include the longest day, the shortest day and the two equinoxes.  
We also celebrate seasonal festivals, in February when the earth is 
warm enough for seeds to germinate and the birds begin to build 
their nests, the beginning of May is a celebration of dance and 
springtime, in August is the celebration of the corn harvest.  
Halloween is preparing for winter, gathering the last harvest of nuts 
and berries and remembering our ancestors. 
 

These are the old Pagan festivals which are seeing quite a revival 
these days. In the old days they were seen as unchristian but 
Christianity put their own versions in place of them, Halloween 
became All Souls Day. 
 

In our group we brought photographs of parents and grandparents 
who had passed on; pictures too of favourite aunts and uncles who 
had been strong influences on our childhoods. 
 

We remembered them not with sadness but with love and 
gratitude. They have given us so much and helped to shape the 
person we have become. We realise too that those talents and 
characteristics we have inherited from them we pass on to our own 
children and grandchildren. It seems right to honour them and 
remind our following generations of them. 
For some it is a chance to review relationships that might have 
been difficult and come to terms with them. 
 

This day of remembering and honouring our ancestors is not just a 
tradition of the ‘country dwellers’ which is the proper meaning of 
Pagan, but is found in religious traditions throughout the world. In 
many countries on this day families visit the cemetery and light 
candles and have a picnic as they talk about their parents and 
ancestors buried there. 
 

Of course this wonderful custom has also taken a different path. It 
is a night for ghosts and monsters and scaring each other with 
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masks. That's fun too if you are not squeamish or sensitive. 
 

In our modern consuming world, we are led to live for the present 
experience and the instant gratification. The past is out of date, 
and the present is almost because something new is already rolling 
off the production line. 
 

Halloween is a special festival but it is good to always keep in mind 
where we have come from and what is permanent that we are 
carrying into the future. 
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Prayer 
 

‘Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us’. This is at the heart of the prayer that Jesus taught. It is 
said or sung in churches week by week throughout the world. If 
only we could say those words and mean them. If only we could 
forgive the terrible wrongs and hurts done to us. Those hurts can 
go back years to moments of tremendous pain and humiliation and 
they are carried as scars on the soul, so the sufferer says, ‘I will 
never forgive’. Forgiveness is a two way process. The hurt can be 
forgiven if the culprit is truly sorry but even then it takes courage.  
Only the exceptional person is able to forgive unconditionally.   
 

Sometimes it is possible to let go of the anger that the scar carries 
but that takes courage too. The hurt is there but there is a kind of 
forgiveness of the continuing anger. 
 

For some though the old hurt is never allowed to heal, the wound 
never closes. It never stops destroying. I say these things from a 
distance but when we say that prayer of Jesus let us think of that 
bargain offered on forgiveness. 
 

           - Tony. 
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