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Secretary’s Notes                                                                      Ken Smith 

 

It is always rewarding  to get some feedback to the ar�cles that we 

publish . Unlike a se#led congrega�on where the members can 

give direct response to what is said from the pulpit—and in many 

Unitarian chapels they are nor slow to do so (!) -  with the  widely 

spread membership of the NUF it is more difficult to discern reac-

�ons. Richard Gaines ar�cle—’Firm Founda�ons or Shi/ing Sands’ 

evoked many though0ul responses on the Unitarian Internet Fo-

rum and a selec�on of them is published in this edi�on.  

 

By chance the theme of Richard’s piece links in with two recent 

developments in the Unitarian family ; the inaugura�on of the Fel-

lowship of Non-Subscribing Chris�ans (FNSC) and an ar�cle on Ste-

phen Lingwood’s blog ’Reignite’, both no�ced elsewhere in this 

issue. Many of us have probably struggled when asked by an inter-

ested enquirer what the essen�als of the Unitarian faith are ; as 

Alan Ruston indicates elsewhere , it was our perceived want of 

‘commonly held convic�ons’ that led Unitarians to be excluded 

from Churches Together in Britain and Ireland in 1989.  

 

The ‘sense of authority’ for the Unitarian may lie, as Alan argues it 

ul�mately always has done , in the conscience of the individual,  

but it is the nature of the values and perspec�ves   that inform that 

conscience that need to be ar�culated more clearly if we are to 

prosper as a religious movement . The FNSC have declared that 

they wish those values to be ‘unambiguously Chris�an’ ; this sets a 

challenge to those who find this too prescrip�ve a basis for fellow-

ship—a challenge taken up by three current NUF members in their 

responses to Richard’s ar�cle published in this issue. 

 

Please con�nue to give your reac�ons to what NUF publishes ei-

ther  through the Forum or to me directly.  
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Minister’s Page 

Every year we have a ‘Vision Conference’ that 

is organised by Bolton Council. All the players 

are invited to a#end - businesses, academics, 

religious groups, voluntary groups and statuto-

ry groups. We are presented with a report on 

how things are going and we have workshops 

to discuss par�cular issues. 

 

The vision is simple. We want to have a town 

where everyone is healthy, where there is full 

employment and we are constantly trying to improve on what al-

ready exists. Progress is slow because of all the cuts we have been 

experiencing but the vision is s�ll there. 

 

One of the challenges is preparing to acquire the skills and exper-

�se within our own popula�on to be able to work in the new tech 

nology industries coming to the town. So they have built new sixth 

form colleges and community colleges. A technology college is be-

ing built by the University. 

 

The other challenge is persuading people to believe in the vision. It 

has been a long �me since the end of the co#on industry and 

much has gone with it. Some�mes it feels as if we are in a new 

world star�ng again. But without the vision, where would we be? 

I some�mes feel that the reason the whole world is in a mess is 

because rather than there being a vision for our future we are 

caught up in endless power struggles between groups - poli�cal, 

religious and na�onal.  

 

Commerce is not  about providing but about making profits - big 

profits in a short �me. 

 

But there are s�ll people of faith who do have a vision of how 
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things should be - and they work for their vision - not for money 

alone - but for love - the love of a world they want to see. 

It may seem a hopeless quest - but it is true ‘.. without vision the 

people perish..’                                                                   Tony McNeile                                                   

 

Worship Page 

 

One of the four requests that we recite in the Lord’s Prayer is: 

‘Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us’. Such a simple sentence but so demanding ! It is o/en so hard 

to ask for forgiveness—difficult to admit that we might have been 

wrong or made a mistake, difficult perhaps to face ridicule or hu-

milia�on. The simplest dispute or even a misunderstanding can 

lead to us taking to the trenches dug out of pride or principle - and 

there we wait for an apology to come over ‘No Mans Land’ and it 

rarely does. 

 

Can we forgive those who trespass against us? We live in a culture 

that is not used to forgiving. The Hebrew Bible, The Old Testament 

Bible is filled with stories of punishment and retribu�on for those 

who have offended God, prophet or king. Official apologies are 

made not so much with remorse but to bring closure to a long run-

ning grievance. 

 

For such a short prayer, it is also a demanding one. A mantra set in 

terms of asking but in reality a vision to live by. 

 

Prayer 

 

'May the power of the universe fill our spirits with goodness, ena-

bling us to befriend our neighbours, accept our differences and 

reconcile our disagreements peacefully. As humanity may we cul�-

vate the earth carefully to provide its inhabitants with shelter, 

food, health and learning . 
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President’s Pondering                                                    Joan Wilkinson 

 

Just one year ago my sister, in Canada, was diagnosed with Perito-

neal Cancer, which had spread from the primary Ovarian Cancer. 

Because of the advanced nature of the cancer she was told that 

there was a 95% chance that she wouldn’t make it through the 

treatment. It is now a year on and a/er two programmes of chem-

otherapy and major surgery she is looking very good and having a 

rest from treatment of three months. 

  

Many of you will have experienced something similar in your own 

families and know how hard it can be to do anything that can really 

help. We have always been close in spite of the distance between 

England and Canada with the introduc�on of Skype making a huge 

difference. Each Saturday we na#ered together and being sisters 

she was able to confide many of her worries long before the diag-

nosis. However, a/er diagnosis our link became even closer and 

just one year ago I began the prac�ce of sending an email each 

day, finishing off with a Thought for the Day. This has become for 

both of us a Spiritual Prac�ce and even now, whilst she is on res-

pite from treatment, she says how important those daily messages 

are to her. She has never got to grips with the computer other 

than to Skype so emailing was very difficult for her to learn. How-

ever, she now emails me a few �mes each week and also my other 

sister. Her next aim is to take photographs and a#ach them to her 

emails. 

 

Something similar has happened on Facebook. Minister, Daniel 

Costley has introduced a new group called: ‘Photography as Spir-

itual Prac�ce’. Each week he suggests a theme and members of the 

group can add one of their own each day or one a week, it is up to 

them. There are some wonderful photographs to see there. Alt-

hough I am no photographer I now move around with my eyes 

open and have begun using an i-phone or i-pad. Neither of these is 
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any good for printed images but take quite adequate photographs 

for electronic social media. I can’t always find something suitable 

or don’t have a camera or i-pad handy when I do. But I do have it 

in mind all the �me, which is the point of the prac�ce. 

 

I have never believed that spiritual prac�ce should be only for Sun-

day worship or to do in a chapel or church. The wri�ngs of Tony 

McNeile and others are valuable as a star�ng point for personal 

medita�on. The use of prayer beads, made at Summer School 

some years ago, is valuable as a focus each day. The felt prayer 

shawl, a product of my first Summer School, is very precious and 

an aid to prayer and medita�on.  There must be many different 

ways of spiritual prac�ce within our membership and it would be 

good if you felt able to share them with us. A sentence or two or a 

page or more would be much appreciated by the readers of the 

Newsle�er. 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Congratula�ons ! 

Jo James, a member of the NUF Commi#ee, is now the Rev. Jo 

James, having completed his training for the ministry at Harris 

Manchester College Oxford and taken up his post as Minister of 

Mill Hill  Chapel Leeds.   

 

We send our gree�ngs to him and his family as they manage the 

transi�on from the south to the north of England. Jo is one of a 

group of newly trained ministers taking up their first  posts this au-

tumn— the largest for some years . It  is an encouraging sign for 

our denomina�on that men and women are puMng their faith in 

the movement’s future by taking on the challenges  of religious 

ministry in  a secular age.  

 

As we went to press, Jo’s formal induc�on at Leeds is provisionally 

set for Saturday 8th November . 
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The horse with curved ears 

Naomi Linnell 

 

Bred and born to bear a royal prince, 

curved ears mee�ng to form a crown, 

magnificent mane streaming proud 

in the desert winds, the Marwari horse, 

pa�ent, sure footed and brave, carried 

his soldier master through the heat 

of the long day, his loyal companion, 

fierce defender and life�me friend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A figh�ng horse, a dancing horse  

with coat of fine spun pale gold, eyes  

set wide, luminous, large and deep,  

harnessed with silver and bright silks 

decorated with flowers and plumes, 

this was the darling of the Rajput  

warrior and the pride of Rajasthan, 

the wonder horse of Old India. 
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My soldier ancestors who lived,  

loved and died in India, scorned  

the na�ve horse with curved ears; 

Bri�sh pride chose the thoroughbred 

and rode the polo pony from Europe. 

Independent India cruelly consigned 

the rich man’s warhorse to history, 

the Marwari to the sha/s of a cart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be glad that the saffron turban, bright 

symbol of Rajput courage today is seen 

again, master and horse reunited shine 

as one in civic fes�val, field and dance 

sharing their old mys�c symbiosis 

whereby the protector of the equine 

virtues renews those same virtues 

of faithfulness and trust within himself. 
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Unitarians and Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 

In Richard Gaines’ ar�cle in the last NUF Newsle�er, he referred  to  the 

‘deliberate exclusion of Unitarians from the umbrella group of churches 

in the UK . Alan Ruston gives here a first hand account of how this came 

about. 

In Britain and Ireland organisa�ons that replaced the Bri�sh Coun-

cil of Churches (BCC) in the early 1990s. Unitarians had been in a 

form of membership of the Council, as were the Quakers, since its 

incep�on in 1940; it was a body whose ethos suited us par�cularly 

in respect of the statements on social issues that it had made over 

the years  

 

The BCC’s weakness from the wider ecumenical point of view was 

the absence of the Roman Catholics who refused to join precisely 

because they objected to its ability to make social comment. 

Something new was required that did not act in this way. The re-

sult was the Churches Together organisa�ons in each UK country, 

which are silent in this respect; they have o/en turned out to be 

anonymous in other ways as well. It was thought government for 

example would consult the churches through these bodies, but for 

various reasons this has not really happened. Government consul-

ta�on with religion in this country is made through the Inter Faith 

Network (IFN), which includes most faiths, and for the churches in 

par�cular the Churches Legisla�on Advisory Service. These bodies 

have come into prominence since the 1990s, and our General As-

sembly is in a type of membership with both; they are valuable 

connec�ons. Indeed our Chief Officer is a member of the Execu�ve 

Commi#ee of the IFN. 

 

Now to the basis of our rejec�on of any form of associa�on with 

Churches Together. Both the Quakers and ourselves applied for a 

special category of membership as neither of us could accept the 

creedal formula of the proposed new body. A special commi#ee 

was set up to look into our respec�ve posi�ons and to report.  
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Their report concentrated in the content of the statement, which I 

made on behalf of Unitarians contained in Reflec�ons, how 26 

churches see their life and mission published in book form (about 

30,000 copies) in 1986. This I had prepared in consulta�on with 

others, and which had been put out for comment prior by the GA 

as a discussion guide; there were no objec�ons to its content from  

Unitarians.  

 

In par�cular the commi#ee concentrated on my statement that 

‘Unitarians essen�ally build their own theology’ and most tellingly 

in the sentence that ‘authority [in belief statements] lies with the 

individual taking personal responsibility.’ 

 

The commi#ee concluded on the Unitarians: ‘We found an evident 

want of commonly held convic�ons based on a cogent understand-

ing of the Scriptures. The freedom of the individual is not inspired, 

informed or controlled by any sense of a con�nuity of faith of the 

individual, either with the faith of other Unitarians or, more per�-

nently, with the historic faith of the Chris�an churches in a way 

that would create a sufficient corporate coherence.’ The Quakers 

were found a bit unusual but were let in under a special category 

of membership and we were to be offered observer status. The 

new body accepted the group’s recommenda�ons. Subsequently 

the GA said OK we will accept observer status but a/er a long in-

terval even this offer was withdrawn. 

 

Overall the conclusion is that - perhaps the core of the issue - our 

difference with the mainstream Churches is not our theology or 

maybe even our view of the Bible, but in our sense of authority 

which does not lie in a book or a church but in the individual.  

 

Those who want to read a fuller account of the story together with the 

whole text of the special commi�ee’s report can see it in my ar�cle in 

Faith and Freedom, Autumn and Winter 2001.  
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Book Collec�on Reviews 

Joan Wilkinson 

 

Four books have been added to the Collec�on and all of them ad-

dress the ques�on of belief in God and all are very different. The 

first, Quantum Physics & Theology – An Unexpected Kinship 2007 

by John Polkinghorne is for the scien�sts amongst you, although I 

found it very interes�ng and I am no scien�st. It is also for those 

who are interested in where some Trinitarians are in forging a new 

understanding of God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Whilst the au-

thor’s reasoning may seem learned and good, I find that he makes 

li#le considera�on of the cultural background of that �me and 

what was going on in that part of the world. He a#empts to ex-

plain the miracles and resurrec�on, his religious experience now 

and his scien�fic understanding. But he fails to recognise that 

many of the miracles repeat those of Gautama Buddha, five centu-

ries before. Interes�ng within the context of the experience and 

understanding of the author but I personally found that context 

too narrow.  

 

Is There A God? – Revised Edi�on 2010 by Richard Swinburne, is 

again arguing for a realist God, from a philosophical perspec�ve. 

Although he does cover up-to-date science, the focus is on God 

alone un�l the last few pages, when the ques�on of Christ and mir-

acles is jus�fied. The first chapter I found tedious but once I began 

to se#le into this mode of wri�ng, which takes a good deal of con-

centra�on on the part of the reader, I found the material inter-

es�ng. It is good some�mes for us to address what others are 

wri�ng on this subject. 

 

Swinburne argues from God as the first cause. He writes: “I postu-

late God to explain why science explains. The very success of sci-

ence in showing us how deeply ordered the natural world is pro-

vides strong grounds for believing that there is an even deeper 
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cause of that order”. So his answer to “Is there a God” is most cer-

tainly yes. 

 

The third book I picked up from the GA Annual Mee�ngs this year, 

on the second hand book stall. One Faith – Non-Realism and the 

World of Faiths 1995 by David A Hart, radically addresses the five 

major world religions resul�ng in benefits for all, whether or not 

we believe in a God outside. It allows us all to engage more 

frui0ully with the sacred literature of other faiths. For those of you 

who appreciate the wri�ng and thought of Don Cupi# and   who 

appreciate the non-realist understanding of God, this book is for 

you.  

 

The fourth and last book is one that has been treasured by many 

Unitarians over the years and remains a treasure for many s�ll. Al-

fred Hall’s, The Beliefs of a Unitarian, published by the Lindsey 

Press in 1932 was itself built on a previous booklet, Fi/y Points in 

Favour of Unitarianism, and the edi�on in the Book Collec�on be-

ing the second edi�on of 1947. The first chapter ‘Unitarianism – An 

Affirma�ve Faith’ sets the tone. Yes, he does address belief in God 

and many other tricky ques�ons we s�ll address, but throughout 

he affirms both the individual’s right to decide how he affirms his 

own belief in God. There are indica�ons of many breakthroughs 

that have been made by the non-realist camp begun by the Honest 

to God book of Robinson but never expressed fully. I can see why 

this book is treasured by many s�ll as it looks at ‘God in Man’; ‘The 

Unity of God’; ‘The Word of God’; ‘Incarna�on’; ‘Prayer’ and much 

else. For a book of this age to remain relevant and life changing is 

recommenda�on enough. 

 

For a fi/h, en�rely different perspec�ve I recommend the recently 

filmed service from Oxford, where David Usher begins from experi-

ence too but comes up with an understanding quite different. It 

can be seen on UKUnitarian.TV and also on Oxford Harris Man-
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chester Chapel at: www.ukunitarians.org.uk/oxford. It will soon be 

available to watch on www.nufonline.org.uk.  

 

UKUnitarian.tv in Oxford (www.ukunitarians.org.uk/oxford) 

Joan Wilkinson 

 

Being part of the filming crew I think must be one of the best jobs 

in the movement. We get to visit many different chapels at the 

same �me taking a few days away in the motor home. 

 

On 8
th

 June we filmed the service at Oxford. The booklet for the 

Chapel is en�tled: A Pre-Raphaelite Jewel: The Chapel of Harris 

Manchester College, Oxford. And it is just that - ‘a jewel’. The win-

dows on each wall are a collabora�on of William Morris and Burne

-Jones and the design on the organ pipes also by William Morris.  

 

The Chapel seems quite dark on entering but when the sun shines 

through the beau�ful window the richness of the dark wooden 

pews and carving take on a rich glow. 

 

The organ music was sublime, being played by the organ scholar, 

William Heywood, a young man with a bright future I’m sure. 

 

The leader for the morning was Rev David Usher and the theme 

was: The Big Ques�on. The ques�on being; ‘Do you believe in 

God?’ It is the best exposi�on of this ques�on that I have ever 

heard and I would encourage members to watch the service as 

soon as it is available. Our webmaster is currently planning to up-

date the NUF website so that not only will we offer a monthly 

medita�on/reflec�on but also a service each month so that those 

who wish can follow the service and sing along if they choose. For 

more details go to :-www.nufonline.org.uk . 
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Firm Founda�ons or Shi�ing Sands—responses to Richard Gaines 

ar�cle in Newsle@er for July 2014 
 

The ar�cle elicited a bigger than usual response on the Unitarian 

Internet Forum ; for reasons alluded to in  the Secretary’s notes, its 

appearance was �mely and the responses were so well expressed 

that I felt they merited a wider audience. 

 

The authors ( all NUF members ) are iden�fied thus :- 

Joan Wilkinson (JW), Keith Brown ( KB ) and Nick Honneyman (NH) 

 

(JW) Whilst valuing my Chris�an roots and having no problems 

with our Unitarian movement including that part of our Chris�an 

tradi�on which is par�cularly Unitarian, I actually part company 

with the thoughts in the ar�cle.  

 

It doesn't follow that we have to lose depth by becoming wider 

and it is this combina�on of depth and width that I appreciate. To 

have one par�cular aspect of the breadth of faith within our move-

ment would make it narrower without adding anything to its depth 

or reflect what our movement is. 

 

(KB) 

I think that these differences about the weight or prominence that 

our Chris�an history and indeed current Chris�an thought should 

have within our movement have a long track record and may never 

be sa�sfactorily be resolved as far as some are concerned, either 

for those with a more Chris�an emphasis or those more influenced 

by humanism of various strands. But for me this is part of the joy, 

frustra�on and a#rac�on of Unitarianism. It's sad for those who 

need the more absolu�st approach and therefore feel impelled to 

leave us. 
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(NH) I prefer my religion to be a li#le ambiguous, and that helps to 

keep me re-thinking and re-considering my views. Even the most 

tradi�onal church groups are a spectrum, humans are naturally 

crea�ve and diverse, our difference being that we don’t wish to 

suppress that crea�vity with rules and hierarchy but celebrate and 

incorporate it. This does make it harder for ministers and worship 

leaders if they think they need to be ‘all things to all Unitarians’. 

But the fact that we try so hard to be a spiritual home and commu-

nity for such a variety is what appeals to me. Isn’t Chris�anity itself 

a mixture of influences from Judaism, the Roman empire, Greek, 

Egyp�an and, some say, Indian cultures ? 

 

(JW) What worries me about 'solid' is the implica�on that we have  

discovered and have in place an understanding that is final. As I 

explore more about Jesus, the culture in which Chris�anity came 

into being, I move a very long way away from a Chris�anity that is 

fixed, 'solid' and final. It becomes more profound not less so.  

 

(NH) I agree that we need a solid founda�on, the ques�on is do we 

try to give equal space and respect to each of the various streams 

flowing into the Unitarian river, or should preference be given to 

Chris�anity because of its historical posi�on? Humanism and Pa-

ganism have their own tradi�ons, founda�ons and heritage too of 

course, and surely we have many people in the movement with a 

good knowledge of our tradi�ons who can contribute to crea�ng a 

revitalised founda�on 

 

Richard wrote :-“Ra�onalism in itself is not a par�cularly good way 

of doing religion, fundamental elements of which are beyond the 

ra�onal”. OK this implies that we need to find the right place for 

ra�onalism in our religion, not completely taking over and cas�ng 

out the mythical, emo�onal and mys�cal dimensions. Equally not 

dismissing cri�cal thought either, but please treat all our tradi�ons 

equally. 
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(KB) It's now about twenty years since Andrew M Hill wrote “The 

Unitarian Path” published by the GAUFCC and in which he said;  

 

“The media�ng Christ of the Unitarian path is not a possessive 

Christ or an exclusive one. It recognises that each one of us has 

different needs in overcoming our separateness. It recognises our 

need to go it alone for a while, or to walk with others, or to be 

guided by sacred scripture. This is, perhaps, what is most precious 

for those who travel the Unitarian path - that its sure rootedness 

deep within Judaic-Chris�an earth allows the traveller space and 

freedom to explore. It lets us make new spiritual rela�onships with-

out disloyalty to the old. It lets us make mistakes without chas�sing 

us. It lets us speak freely in a dissen�ng voice; and it allows us to 

make mature choices about how our separate and individual selves 

orientate meaningfully with the great transcendent Self of crea-

�on.”  

 

So perhaps the tensions over theological “width” go back an awful 

long way, perhaps to the founding of the GA. Perhaps, this is as 

much about liturgical style? As far as my local church is concerned, 

I think Jesus's teachings are there as an underlying bedrock, which 

other ideas can be measured against and which never really go 

away. But I believe our membership would agree with Andrew Hill 

when he says that Christ's media�ng role can be blocked off “when 

Christ as mediator is the sole source of any knowledge of God, and 

when the only channel of worship before the Creator God is said to 

be 'through Christ our Lord .’ 

Footnote  

Related to the above, readers may be interested to read Rev. Ste-

phen Lingwood’s pos�ng on his blog  Reignite (July 17 ) en�tled  

What are the theological commitments of Unitarianism?  Go to :- 

h#p://reigniteuk.blogspot.co.uk/ 
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Unitarian Music Society  Summer Conference 2014 

Christmas came early for members of the Music Society gathered 

at Great Hucklow  in August ; one of the diverse range of musical 

ac�vi�es in a very busy weekend was the recording of a video of 

Christmas music by the UKUTV team. Singers and players gathered 

around a tree especially brought in for the occasion ; the result will 

be available for viewing nearer to the fes�ve season. 

It is remarkable that a denomina�on as small as ours can assemble 

an almost  full orchestra, a competent four part choir and an array 

of very capable soloists to perform a work on the scale of Haydn’s 

Crea�on in a weekend ;  the limits of �me necessarily restricted 

study to Part One of the work culmina�ng in the magnificent cho-

rus The Heavens are Telling.  

The success of the UMS weekends owes a great deal to the skilled 

and pa�ent direc�on of David Dawson as conductor and musical 

director in coordina�ng the massed forces of instrumentalists and 

singers. 

 

There were also chances for madrigal singing and recorder playing, 

directed by Margaret Lord and Jo Rogers respec�vely ; NUF com-

mi#ee member Nick Morrice delivered a scholarly talk about the 

life of Haydn, illustrated by live music examples provided by a pi-

ano trio comprised of members of the orchestra ; in a different 

genre he led a joyful community singing of Cole Porter standards 

to round off the weekend’s music making. 

 

The Saturday evening concert is a popular feature of the weekend 

as members offer their  ‘party pieces’ of music and recita�on.  

The theme of Crea�on was con�nued in the service in the Old 

Chapel at Hucklow led by Lay Pastor Liz Shaw on the Sunday morn-

ing to which UMS also made musical contribu�ons .  

Richard and Helen Merri# organised the weekend with unobtru-

sive efficiency and the staff at the Nigh�ngale Centre served up 

tasty meals to sustain us.                                                         Ken Smith 
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Fellowship of Non– Subscribing Chris�ans (FNSC) 

 

This  new group held its first public mee�ng at Stalybridge Unitari-

an  Church in  June 2014 . It was addressed by Rev. Chris Wilson, 

Minister of Moneyreagh Non– Subscribing Presbyterian Church in 

Northern Ireland . The Title of his address was Liberal Religion or 

Liberal Chris�anity ? The �tle of the new group indicates that it 

feels more  kinship of thought and prac�ce with the Non Subscrib-

ing Presbyterian Church of Ireland ( NSPCI) than it does with the 

General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Chris�an Churches 

(GAUFCC). Further informa�on about the group may be gained 

from its website at :-h#p://www.fnschris�ans.org/ 

 

The NSPCI, although it has an accord with GAUFCC, is a separate 

denomina�on, hitherto restricted to the island of Ireland. It is an 

explicitly Chris�an body although non-creedal ; the editorial of the  

first newsle#er of the fellowship contains the following statement: 

We are first and foremost liberal Chris�ans .We believe in toler-

ance, freedom of thought, freedom of speech and social equality. 

But we are also Chris�ans believing in the values of tradi�onal 

marriage, the sanc�ty of life and personal and moral responsibility. 

 

It is clear that a number of Unitarian congrega�ons, especially 

those that are Free Chris�an in name as well as ethos, have be-

come  alienated in recent years from what they perceive to be the  

‘post Chris�an’ tendency of the GAUFCC—one church calendar de-

scribed the situa�on as ‘almost irretrievable’ ; whether this leads 

to some churches wishing to formally align themselves with the 

NSPCI remains to be seen. 

 

The new group is dis�nct from the Unitarian Chris�an Associa�on

(UCA) ,which was founded in the early 1990s and is an affiliated 

society of the General Assembly . It appears unlikely at present 

that the new Fellowship will be seeking such a link.  
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Unitarian Archaeology 

 

The building of a new city centre tram crossing  in the centre of 

Manchester has revealed the graveyard  of a Unitarian church and 

disturbed the remains of burials 200 years ago. 

The work is taking place on the site of a former building occupied 

by Cross Street Chapel ; it has been a surprise to both the church 

and the archaeologists to find remains of over 100 people during 

test digs six months ago. 

The chapel has had three different buildings on the site in its 300 

year history—the first graveyard dates from a �me before Man-

chester was a city .The graves got built upon and now the road 

takes up most of the area with the bodies under it , said Alan My-

erscough ,chapel keeper and organist at Cross Street. A plan of the 

original graveyard has been found, enabling iden�fica�on of some 

of the persons buried there. 

Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM) are working closely with 

the church during the excava�ons and will arrange interment of 

remains elsewhere in the city. 

A senior archaeologist on the project said the inves�ga�ons pro-

vided a rare opportunity to learn directly from the remains of indi-

viduals who were part of the non– conformist movement in the 

city, which played a key role in promo�ng campaigns for social re-

forms . 

( Material compiled from reports in Manchester Evening News ) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Comments on any item in the Newsle#er are always welcome as 

are ar�cles for inclusion in future issues—Microso/ Word or Ado-

be pdf format preferred. 

 

The next issue of the Newsle#er will be going to press during the 

last week of October and items for inclusion are welcomed as early 

as possible . 
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 Points of Contact 
 

President : Joan Wilkinson,10 Shirley Close, Castle Donington, Derby, 

          DE74 2XB 

                      Tel. 01332 814055    joanwilk@nufonline.org.uk 

Secretary :  Ken Smith,12 Gravel Road, Church Crookham, Fleet, Hants  

                                                                                                                 GU52 6BB            

  Tel. 01252 628320    kennethsmith939@gmail.com 

Treasurer :  Elizabeth Barlow ,67 Wychall Park, Seaton Devon,EX12 2EL 

  Tel. 01297 625955     treasurer@nufonline.org.uk 

Membership Sec : Howard Wilkins,46 Brookside, Burbage, 

LE10 2TL 

                                  Tel. 01455 635043   membership@nufonline.org.uk 

Minister :    Rev.Tony McNeile,102 Turton Road, Bradshaw, Bolton  

                       BL2 3DY 

Webmaster : John Wilkinson,10 Shirley Close, Castle Donington, Derby 

                                                                                                                 DE74 2XB 

Newsle@er Editor : Ken Smith  (as above ) 

 

Viewpoint Editor : Rev. Tony McNeile  ( as above ) 

 

Forum Manager : Ken Smith  ( as above ) 

 

Books of Fellowship :  Mrs. Pat Caddick,10 Park Lane, Castle Donington, 

                                                                                                  Derby ,DE74  2JF 

Distributor :  Derek Harvey, Flat 2 ,34 Broomgrove Road,Sheffield,SL10 

2LR 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Affiliated to the General Assembly 

of  Un i tar ian  and  Free  Chr i s�an  Chur ches  

Linking others valuing Freedom, Reason and Tolerance in religion. 

 

 


