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In the flow of religious thought and practice, 

Unitarians represent openness and inquiry in the spiritual quest 
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Secretary’s Notes 
 

Ken Smith 
 

 The NUF Year is fast approaching its close and you should find enclosed 

with this issue the Annual Report to members containing accounts of the vari-

ous activities of the Fellowship. It gives me the opportunity to draw your at-

tention to the fact that the NUF is more than just a monthly magazine and to 

encourage you to  consider sampling some of the offerings that you may not 

have previously encountered. 

 The e-Learning course is a unique open-access means of learning more 

about Unitarian thinking , especially helpful if you are fairly new to the move-

ment. The Books of Fellowship are still valued by those members who wish to 

correspond more slowly than is sometimes possible with the pressure of e-

mail. The Unitarian Internet Forum has plenty of material available just for 

those who wish to browse what others have written or discussed ; there is no 

obligation to post your own views. The main NUF website has been considera-

bly enriched this year by the high quality video meditations devised by Joan 

Wilkinson; do explore these resources for yourselves – they are a unique con-

tribution by the NUF to the wider movement. 
 

 The AGM of the NUF will take place on Saturday April 13
th

 at 3.45 p.m. 

during the Annual Meetings of the General Assembly at the Jubilee Campus of 

Nottingham University. NUF Members in the area are most welcome to at-

tend. The short business meeting will be followed by a series of short ad-

dresses by five ministry students from Manchester and Oxford on the topic  

‘Why I want to be a Unitarian Minister .’  
 

 

Note from the Treasurer 
 

The Treasurer is grateful to those of you who have sent their Subscrip-

tion cheques in already, and the many donations added in with them. If 

you would like to pay by bank transfer direct into the Fellowship’s Bank 

Account please get in touch with me and I will send you the bank de-

tails. Please include your name as the reference, when making your 

payment.”  Elizabeth Barlow - treasurer@nufonline.org.uk 

 
 Short profiles of the new committee members can be seen on 

pages 13 and 14. (ed) 
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Next issue 
 

Deadline for articles to be included in the May Newsletter will be 15th April. 

Membership Matters 
 

We extend a warm welcome to new members: 
 

Sheila Cousins, Mr David Martin Hancock and Colin DJ Mills 
 

Lilian Cadoux has died at the age of 92. Lilian has in the past attended the NUF 

Weekend at Hucklow. Her son Michael writes: “Mum was an attender in Edin-

burgh, Lancaster and elsewhere over many years and I know derived great 

comfort from her participation.” Our condolences go to her family. 

Diary Dates  
 

Two on-going meetings in London; All are welcome. 
 

Bhagavad-Gita: Investigating the most important Hindu scripture, monthly on 

first Wednesday of the month at 7.30 pm at Golders Green Unitarians, 31½ 

Hoop Lane, London NW11 8BS www.ggu.org.uk 

Rediscovering the Bible: A monthly bible-reading group at Essex Church 

Meeting on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7pm:  Essex Church, 112 Palace 

Gardens Terrace, London W8 4RT  

2013 Annual Meetings: The 2013 Annual Meetings will be held at the Jubilee 

Campus, Nottingham, from Thursday 11
th 

 − Sunday 14
th

 April 2013 with the 

NUF AGM taking place on the Saturday at 3.45 pm. 

FOY Conference: 3
rd

 – 6
th

 May: Join the Foy Society for their annual confer-

ence on Climate Change; Did we do it? Are we doomed? at The Nightingale 

Centre, Great Hucklow 

Unitarian Renewal Group – Articulating Unitarian Identity: Speakers are Bill 

Darlison, Ant Howe and Lis Dyson-Jones. It will take place at Hickley Great 

Meeting, LE10 1PP on Saturday 11
th 

May. The cost is £8. Book by 22
nd 

April: 

email David Dawson at: dcdawson3@hotmail.com  

RE Summer School: Living at the Edge—How do we find meaning at the mar-

gins where we find ourselves? A week packed with activities to stimulate the 

heart and the head. Sat 17
th –

24
th

 August at The Nightingale Centre .Contact 

Christine at: 01926 741398 or christinethompson@ntlworld.com. 



Book Reviews 
Joan Wilkinson 

 

 Many Names – A book of prayers, meditations and chalice lightings and 

The Endless Knot by editor of ‘The Unitarian’, Yvonne Aburrow, are just two 

more excellent publications by Unitarians.  
 

 Several NUF members and other friends, have spoken to me about 

prayer and the difficulties they experience. What does prayer mean in a shift-

ing experience and understanding of the Divine? Many Names, has an excel-

lent introduction that gives a brief outline of the different types of prayer that 

both those, who attend a chapel and those who don’t, would find helpful.  
 

 Yvonne is very comfortable drawing on traditions from around the 

world and what I particularly like is the way the prayers and meditations speak 

to the reader at both a spiritual and physical level. It seems perfectly right to 

address the Divine in many ways and using many names. With this sense of 

openness the line between addressing the Divine and being approached by 

the Divine becomes blurred – wholeness is experienced. The first prayer 

‘Mother Goddess’, in the first section ‘Prayers to the source’, is a good illustra-

tion of the above, from the opening lines to the closing lines.  
 

Sinking gratefully back into the land, 

Into the folds of the Mother, 

Her creases in time and reality..., 
 

May I hear the song of the stars, 

feel the rhythms of the Earth pulse in my body, 

lie upon the beloved land 

and know that my depths are Her depths 

all the way to the ends of the Universe.  
 

 The sections and individual prayers and meditations are listed clearly in 

the table of contents at the beginning of the book. 
 

 The Endless Knot is a poetry of place, experience, the seasons, and the 

sacred – a woman, relating to Mother Nature in her fecundity and depths. 

Rather than Yvonne approaching the subject it seems to this reader that na-

ture speaks to her and through her pen and to us in turn. The poetry is experi-

ential in its physical and visual nature. Yvonne writes: ‘these poems are the 

distillation of experiences of ritual, landscape and mythology. ’Both of the 

above books are available from Amazon: www.amazon.co.uk    
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Dorothy Archer looks back on her 5 years as President 
 

 One evening some five years ago the ‘phone rang. On answering 

it I received a call inviting me to be President of the National Unitarian 

Fellowship for five years. My feelings were very mixed. I felt both hon-

oured and surprised. One of my thoughts was that I was pretty long in 

the tooth and that five years was a long time for someone of my age. 

“Suppose I became incompetent in that time?” I asked the caller. “Oh 

lots of people are that” she replied confidentially. “Are what?” I ques-

tioned in horror. “Incontinent” she replied having misheard me. So I 

accepted as our conversation dissolved into laughter. The five years 

sped by and this is the last of my “President’s Pieces”. 
 

 Fifty years ago, when I joined the National Unitarian Fellowship it 

was a much more sedate group and of course all contact was by phone, 

long-hand writing and by Newsletter and Viewpoint. I once received a 

scolding from the Treasurer for sending out NUF mail by first-class post 

instead of being thrifty and sending it second class. Idleness and late 

posting! 
 

 That is in the past and our main concern is for the present and the 

future. Everywhere in the IT sector of our work all seems to be surging 

forward and we now have some overseas members. We must not how-

ever forget our traditional methods of promoting our fellowship nor the 

importance of our publications Viewpoint and Newsletter. 
 

 Here I must make special mention of four officers during my pe-

riod of office for their contribution has been absolutely invaluable. Joan 

Wilkinson held the organisation together in the period when John 

Greenwood resigned mid-term until Ken Smith was appointed secre-

tary. 
 

 Mark Allaby also resigned after producing No. 400 issue of the 

Newsletter. We are very grateful to Mark under whose editorship the 

Newsletter was much improved and expanded. 
 

 Again Joan has stepped into the breach as interim editor. 
 

 Elizabeth Barlow keeps our own ever more complex books in or-
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der and looks ahead to our financial future with great efficiency and 

skill but without any fuss. 
 

 Tony McNeile became NUF Minister after having already served 

five years as President. Taking on the role of Viewpoint editor, on an 

interim basis many years ago, he continues to produce a stimulating 

publication with items contributed from across the Unitarian move-

ment.  
 

 I would like to thank them all for their sheer hard work and time. 
 

 Thanks also to all the committee members for their help. 
 

 My very best wishes to the NUF for its future work and develop-

ment. Faith and fellowship are valuable qualities to be cherished. 
 

 So with a graceful bow I leave the stage. 

                                                                                   Dorothy Archer 

 

 

AUSTERITY DOESN’T WORK! 

Tony McNeile 

 

Greetings. 
 

 I like ‘facebook’! So far I have one hundred and eleven ‘friends’. 

Some are acquaintances more than friends, I admit. It is interesting to 

read what people put on their wall and who responds. It seems that we 

all have a need to share something of ourselves even if it is to say, as 

one friend frequently does, that they are enjoying a peaceful evening 

by themselves with a glass of wine, or they are transfixed by the beauty 

of the sunset. It is good too that there is a way to acknowledge what 

people write about and maybe to add a comment. 
 

Of course some people disapprove of ‘facebook’. They say we 

reveal too much about ourselves and that our words and ‘likes’ are 

monitored to form a profile about us and that is then sold to advertis-

ers. It is not a problem to me, but it is for many other people. Fortu-

nately, for me, I stick to the friends I have found, but I feel sorry for 

confidence and stopped going. 
 

 The Day Centre Hannah attends has an annual Carol Service 

where parents and carers are invited. There’s a young man with much 

higher functioning autism than Hannah. His language abilities are be-

yond belief! ‘Base language’; every other word he says is a swear word. 

His language is most apparent during these services especially during 

the quieter moments. The staff eventually take him out but never at 

anyone’s request. The Vicar would ignore him completely and parents 

were never bothered by it. It never bothered me, but I spent most of 

the time trying to keep a straight face! 
 

 The question Penny asks at the end of her letter regarding dealing 

with children who cannot moderate their behaviour is a difficult one. 

Every situation is different and I feel that getting to know the child is 

useful and also to be flexible. If one idea doesn’t work, try another. 

Sometimes there just isn’t a solution.  
 

 When Hannah was young I used to help out with a group of chil-

dren with severe learning disabilities. One day I was given a young au-

tistic lad to look after; he was upset about something and I tried to 

comfort him and he bit me quite hard, breaking the skin and I had to 

endure some painful injections at the doctor’s surgery. Another carer 

had her jaw broken. I spoke to his mother about it and she could offer 

no answers except that he would regularly smash and break things. He 

is an adult now and much more docile. I realise this is an extreme case 

but with autistic children, it can often take years to moderate their be-

haviour. 
 

 To reiterate what I said earlier; I understand Penny’s feelings 

completely. There has to be boundaries. I also do not feel that it can be 

compared with my experiences with the Ward Sister; the hospital was 

expecting Hannah and they knew she was autistic. 
 

Sue Davidson 

Camarthen 
 

Do keep the letters coming in and if there are topics you would like to 

see addressed in the pages of the Newsletter please contact the editor. 

Sheila Cousins                                                    
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which was a thoughtful piece by Unitarians who visited the protest and 

spoke to some of those involved. It may have been inconvenient, but it 

demonstrated I think, the sense of powerlessness of ordinary people in 

the face of decisions made in the corridors of power in large financial 

institutions. 
 

Sheila Cousins                                                   

Caerfyrddin  

 

 I was interested to read Penny Johnson’s letter regarding the au-

tistic boy. I understand her feelings completely. 
 

 I realise that some parents do let their autistic offspring do as 

they like but these children often become out of control as they get 

older. (I remember the Chairman of our local Autistic Society who 

would happily let his son pour bags of sugar over the kitchen floor.) 

However, like any other child I feel there should be boundaries/

discipline. It’s not easy; it can take years and when someone who is au-

tistic gets into a pattern of behaviour, it takes a lot of time and patience 

to break it. 
 

 By the time Hannah was ten years old, we could take her any-

where; into a café, to visit friends and she’d even attended 2 weddings. 

It was the onset of her epilepsy two years later which dramatically 

changed things. 
 

 I feel the best thing Penny could have done would have been to 

offer the autistic boy and his father an alternative time to attend the 

Chapel…even if it was during the final hymn of the Service 

 

 I used to take Hannah to Church when she was younger. She 

really enjoyed the candle-lit Carol Services. I also took her to Sunday 

school which meant spending twenty minutes in Church first. I used to 

give her an old mail-order catalogue to flick through. Despite the fact 

that Hannah cannot speak, she can be very vocal at times…even in her 

happiest moments. This happened a few times during the Church Ser-

vice; although not loudly, and I would have a few members of the con-

gregation turning around and telling her to ‘shhhhhhh’, I eventually lost  
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those who find they are being bullied by people who have found a way 

to access their accounts. Being honest also reveals vulnerabilities and 

there will always be people who enjoy making someone else suffer.  

  

 All friendships seem in short supply these days. Just look at all the 

lonely hearts seeking friendship and more. Is it because there is no 

longer a sense of community where everyone knows everyone else, 

warts and all? Or is it because people are no longer able to be honest 

about their feelings? That they feel measured against the yardstick of a 

manufactured celebrity and found wanting? 
 

I think this year I shall be as happily inadequate as ever and I will 

try to make more friends – real ones, and put them on ‘facebook’ too. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Prayer 

 

In our prayer let us give our blessings and good wishes to all 

who are important to us in our lives. Let us wish them suc-

cess and happiness. Let the love we have for them be 

stronger and more open. Let us love them without requiring 

that we be loved back in return. 
 

Let us acknowledge in prayer that life for others can be as 

difficult as it can be for ourselves sometimes. We all have 

times of self doubt; we all have moments of anger and frus-

trations; we all have moments of intolerance. We can be su-

perior when we should be humble; we can be weak when 

we should be strong. 
 

Let us resolve to try to be better – to try to overcome what 

is a weakness; to let go of what we think makes us special. 
 

Let us reach for the goodness; let us encourage; let us be 

disciples of the way and apostles of truth. 
 

This is our prayer. 
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Unitarian Societies – The Women’s Group and the Women’s 
League 

 

 By Tony McNeile 
 

 Unitarians have followed the Church of England debate, about 

Women Bishops, with a sense of bewilderment. Women have always 

been the backbone of any church – indeed they are the backbone of all 

faiths – quietly making sure that everything that is supposed to happen 

is well supported and runs smoothly. Yes, they have mostly been the 

unsung and often unsung heroines behind the dais on which the male 

leader sits. So many faiths rely on the support of the women but ascribe 

to them the lowest place on the table – or more likely just serving at it. 
 

 It is not so with the Unitarians. We have a policy of equal oppor-

tunity in all areas of life within the Movement. The very first woman 

minister in the country was Unitarian. 
 

 The Women’s League has been in existence for a hundred years. 

They are an independent group within the Movement and have 

branches within many of the congregations. Each year they choose a 

charity to support and raise thousands of pounds for it. They have so-

cial events, conferences – and generally a good time as well. To learn 

more go to: www.ukunitarians.org.uk/womensleague/. 
 

 The British League of Unitarian and Other Liberal Christian 

Women (Women’s League) was founded in 1908. Its Objects are:- 
 

• To quicken the religious life of our churches and to bring Unitar-

ian and other Liberal Christian Women into closer fellowship. 
 

• To promote the formation of branches in connection with the 

Churches and Fellowships. 
 

• To suggest ways and means of providing for the needs and ex-

tending the influence of such Churches and fellowship and to col-

lect and spread among members, information of Liberal religious 

interest. 
 

 The Unitarian Women’s Group was formed in the 1990s by 

women who wanted to meet together and support one another with- 

Letters to the Editor 
 

 As a new member of NUF I received my first newsletter in January 

2013. I was surprised by the president’s page and felt I should make 

clear that I do not share the assumptions upon which the piece ap-

peared to be based. Though I am not entirely sure what the writer 

meant so may have misunderstood. 
 

 Although a business offering bed and breakfast accommodation 

may be run by people who have a religious objection to homosexuals, 

this does not give them a right to discriminate against gay couples and 

in my opinion this is just. How dreadful in this day and age to be turned 

away because of what you are instead of being welcomed as equal 

members of our society. 
 

 In relation to Catholic Adoption Societies it cannot be right to al-

low registered charities to fly in the face of equalities legislation. In the 

laws of this country we are often balancing different interests and reli-

gious views can conflict with secular ones. An example is that although 

some religious groups may condone beating women and children, as a 

country we do not accept this behaviour and laws have changed over 

centuries to reflect this. 
 

 The issue of the wearing of religious symbols is a tricky one and 

since the president’s views were printed there has been a change to the 

ruling which supported one person’s wish to wear her cross at work. In 

these matters there are again differing viewpoints. A nurse was not al-

lowed to wear her crucifix as it was deemed contrary to hygiene re-

quirements. Personally, I find the type of crucifix she was pictured 

wearing, showing Christ hanging on the cross, quite offensive as it 

seems to glorify torture. Neither do I like the crosses generally on dis-

play in crematoria, even for Unitarian or Humanist funerals. So deciding 

who is to enjoy what freedom at the expense of whom is not an easy 

matter. 
  

 As for the comments about “small groups of people pushing sin-

gle issues”, and the subsequent critique of the St Paul’s occupation – I 

would refer the writer to an article in the Inquirer last year I think, 
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to the idea of the Trinity as such, I just don’t accept that the Son is 

equal to the Father which makes me more of an Arian, than a Trinitar-

ian. I think the  Irish Non-Subscribing Presbyterians occupy the ideal 

position in not wishing to subscribe to creeds; Trinitarian or otherwise. 
 

 

Nick Morrice 
 

I am 62, an ex-teacher of English, French and Latin, 

but now retired. My interests are music as a pianist 

and singer, art as a painter and mosaicist, and I take 

classes for local U3A groups in Singing for Fun, and 

lecturing on historical subjects which interest me. I 

am currently writing a book called 'Five Boys in Ne-

pal', based on my experiences in that country. Unitar-

ian-wise, I have attended services in Wales, Edinburgh, York, London 

and the south-east region since I was introduced to the movement 10 

years ago. I attend Meadrow, Godalming regularly where I am Premises 

Officer. As a lay preacher, I have taken services in various churches in 

the LDPA over the last few years. I have also made one or two contribu-

tions to the Inquirer magazine. 
 

 

Graham Greenall 
 

My name is Graham Greenall and I attend Park Lane 

Chapel in Bryn nr Wigan. I was brought up by my par-

ents to have a free and enquiring mind about basically 

everything in life in particular Religion and it was with 

this frame of mind that I embarked at 14 years of age 

on a journey of self finding belief (though I did not 

know that at the time) and I believe that I found what I 

was looking for when my wife and I found Park Lane and Unitarianism 

and also the NUF. Since joining Park Lane I have begun the Worship 

Studies foundation course and I am looking to follow that up. I have 

taken over 50 services at Park Lane and other chapels and really enjoy 

doing so. I enjoy the fellowship of the NUF and look to help in a positive 

way wherever I am able. 

 

 

 

out the formality required by the Women’s League. They meet at least 

once a year and have a regular newsletter and network. They can be 

who they are and enjoy the company and support of like minded 

women throughout the Movement. Membership is open to any female 

member/attendee of a Unitarian congregation or fellowship including 

the National Unitarian Fellowship. e-mail: 

haughton@mallard99.demon.co.uk for membership details or go to: 

www.ukunitarians.org.uk/womensgroup/. 
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News from the GA 
 

 The National Worship Studies Course Foundation Step organised 

by the Training Action Group will be held in the North West at Bolton 

Bank Street Chapel, Bank Street, Bolton BL1 1TS on four Saturdays in 

summer: 25 May, 8 and 29 June, 13 July 2013. Time 10.00am to 

4.00pm. Bring your own lunch drinks will be provided. 
 

 Costs: Registration £15.00; Sessions £10.00 Total £55.00 can be 

paid in full or at each session. 
 

 The course is certificated by the GA Local Leadership Strategy 

Group and is suitable for lay people who conduct worship, or are think-

ing of doing so, who want more confidence, more information, more 

skills. The course is led by experienced ministers and lay people and all 

sessions are participatory. 
 

 For further information and a registration form contact Dawn 

Buckle at: dawnbuckle@ymail.com Tel: 01457 763 721. 

 

 General Assembly Weekend is an opportunity to highlight the 

work of the General Assembly and the value of being part of the na-

tional Unitarian Movement. It will take place on the last weekend in 

June (28th-30th). Congregations are asked to mark the weekend with a 

service and a worship pack is available at:  www.unitarian.org.uk . 
 

 All donations for this community appeal will be matched by the 

Bowland Trust.   



The uninvited guest - at home with Serpula lacrymans  

In the  end … it won’t matter how much you know, but rather how much 

you love.       John C Morgan                                                                                                                                  
 

I locate, at last, the fugitive soup spoon. It peeps coyly 

out from under the fireside chair which is backed up 

against a wall. Two orphan kitchen wall cupboards are 

stacked up against the chair and the heavy coffee table 

nestles up to the cupboards. The carpet is carpeted with 

boxes of food and kitchen tools leaving me a six inch cor-

ridor in which to manoeuvre between table and sofa. I 

begin to ease my way through, and poke at the fugitive cutlery with the 

handle of an umbrella. The spoon shudders and disappears further un-

der the chair. I throw the umbrella at the chair but only contrive to 

sweep a vase off the coffee table which falls with a shattering crash 

onto the marble hearth. I throw myself onto the dust shrouded sofa 

and, cursing, regard the domestic building site that now is my flat. 
 

 I have been sharing my life with an unpleasant minute organism 

called Serpula lacrymans. Or to be rather more accurate, my flat has 

been sharing its life with a particularly dangerous pathogenic fungus 

whose sole function would appear to be the destruction of other living 

organisms. In my case, or in the case of my house, the destruction of 

wood floors, frame and fittings left uncurbed, would lead eventually to 

the collapse of the building. To prevent this, Serpula has to be radically 

eradicated, involving the stripping of internal walls back to bare brick, 

the ripping out of all infected timbers, and the application of noxious 

chemicals to all affected parts. Meanwhile my kitchen furniture lives in 

the living room and all the bathroom fittings have migrated to the ga-

rage - a quarter of a mile up the road. 
 

 “To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose un-

der the heaven” wrote the Teacher, but I searched almost in vain for 

some benevolent purpose for this particular pathogen in what some 

regard as an intelligently designed world. Did God at the end of the 

third, or perhaps fifth, day of Creation look at Serpula lacrymans and 

see that it was good? Or did an unbidden micro-organism, in a moment    
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Candidate Profiles for the NUF Committee Election 
 

Jo James 

A member at Brixton for many years, I became part of the 

lay ministry team there in 2010. I joined the NUF in 2011. 

As a professional actor I performed with the National Thea-

tre, RSC, and on the west-end. I was awarded the South-

wark Cathedral Certificate in Biblical Theology in 2012. In 

September of that year I began training for Unitarian Min-

istry at Oxford where I am also reading for the Undergraduate Certifi-

cate in Theology and researching for the Advanced Diploma in the 

Study of Religion at Cambridge. 
 

 I will complete my training in 2014. My wife Ann is a ceramicist, 

we have a daughter, Elin, who is nearly three. We currently live in Bed-

fordshire. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Derek Harvey 

I have been aware of the Unitarians since my early twen-

ties, but kept my distance and continued loyally with Angli-

canism in its various forms until my four-year sojourn in 

the Philippines between 2004 and 2008. Whilst there, I dis-

covered that there was a UU weekly meeting at the Univer-

sity of the Philippines on a Sunday evening. I attended 

once, but it was not to my taste; it was more a meeting of radicals pre-

tending to be religious. I think, afterwards, my Filipina wife felt that a 

visit from the secret police was imminent! Upon my return to England, I 

went to the Old Chapel at Fulwood a couple of times; a lovely little 

chapel, I liked it. When I found somewhere permanent to stay, Fulwood 

was not convenient to get to on a Sunday morning, but Upper Chapel 

was, so I signed up there. I am still there, but not a particularly regular 

attendee, mostly due to work. I joined the Fellowship in 2008 and at-

tended a weekend in Great Hucklow in 2009.  In 2011 I was appointed 

magazine distributor and last year pro-tem member of the committee.  
 

          My theological opinion is not as radical as some; I am not opposed 
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   Mechtild of Magdeburg says: “The day of my spiritual awakening 

was the day I saw – and knew I saw – all things in God and God in all 

things.”  
 

 In this “old time religion” I began to trust more fully recently, in 

the possibility of peak experiences on a regular basis. Yes, the times of 

sorrow and tribulations will come but even then the peace [or peak] is 

possible. Just keep checking “The valley of Roses”. Maybe it is closer 

than you think… 
 

For further information on the ICUU go to: www.icuu.net (Ed) 

 

TREE AND LEAF 
 

In after years when others pass this way 

Beneath the branches in the singing wood – 

The conkering boys about their heedless play 

Or those who see and know the world is good – 

Then one may think of those who went before 

And say a quiet thank you in her mind 

For those who planted trees with love and for 

The legacy of leaves they left behind. 

The oak and ash in this small place of earth 

Will live in Him who died upon a tree 

For trees and leaves may gain eternal worth 

And all I love may be redeemed through me. 

God save my soul and grant me, Lord, this grace: 

To know because I lived the world’s a leafier place. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Mark Allaby 

      

 All it takes is one seed. 

     Louise Rogers 
 

 Trees have health giving properties for body, mind and Spirit. 

     Ella Lewis-Jones 
 

 Unitarianism—one tree, many roots, many branches. 

     Joan Wilkinson 
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of the Creator’s creative absent mindedness, slip unnoticed into the 

Creator’s net?  
 

 Serpula lives secretly in dark places; it sucks the moist heart out of 

healthy timber leaving only a fragile desiccated skeleton in its wake; it 

may lie dormant for years then suddenly burst into a life of insatiable 

thirst as it travels without impediment through brick and old mortar. 

While today my builders tend to call it ‘house cancer,’ its existence and 

the damage it caused were first mentioned in the Book of Leviticus 

when, sometime between two and a half and three thousand years ago, 

it was diagnosed as a “a fretting leprosy in the house: it is unclean.” It 

might have destroyed my home; if it is not wholly eradicated, it still 

may do so. 
 

 Until very recently any beneficent purpose for the existence of 

Serpula remained a mystery. And that perhaps was its purpose. It 

warned of the myriad intricacies and baffling paradoxes of the natural 

world about which we as a species know so little and it humbled us in 

the face of that which we did not understand. Yesterday I found a News 

Item dated July 2011 from the Swedish University of Agricultural Sci-

ences. A consortium of scientists from 10 countries has reported - un-

der the headline “Dry Rot Fungus (Serpula lacrymans) Can Produce Bio-

fuel”- that to pursue its task of breaking down wood so that it may 

drink and continue to live, the fungus uses a newly discovered enzyme 

which binds itself to wood cellulose fibres and then breaks them down. 

“It is this process that makes it possible to produce biofuel out of 

wood.” 
 

 On whether or not biofuels are generally a good thing or a bad 

thing for the environment, the jury is still out. It is as likely that Serpula 

with its newly discovered enzyme will be shunned, as that it will be 

warmly welcomed as a source of easily produced power. But this is the 

first indication I have found of any scientists’ enthusiasm for Serpula 

lacrymans. Whatever the outcome of the current biofuel investigations, 

I marvel at the newly recognised capacity of this minute and mysterious 

organism to help power up my computer and cook my dinner –I may 

even come to love my uninvited house guest.          

                                                                                                         Naomi Linnell 



Peak Experience—Every Day 
Nedko Popov 

 

The invitation to participate in the ICUU (International 

Council of Unitarian Universalists) Consultation meeting in 

Kolozsvar, Romania, in September last year, was quite unex-

pected. There is no particular UU group in Bulgaria, but the 

ICUU leadership somehow deemed it would be good to 

have me there and to discuss the perspectives. Certainly I 

met a few people from Transylvania on a couple of other 

Unitarian related meetings elsewhere. However, to visit the 

place where it all began, was really thrilling, plus the fact that I had only heard 

of, but never attended any ICUU event before. It turned out to be a very inter-

esting and thought provoking working meeting with active participation by 

every attendant, and not an event saturated with Unitarian spirituality, lec-

tures or sermons aiming at “helping a person to find her own spiritual path.” 

So from day one I realized; this is not going to be something that swings be-

tween borrowings from eastern spirituality, with some Christianity thrown in 

and other stuff drawn from the four corners of the world. Each day we had 

fascinating discussions about current Unitarian Universalists’ condition in 

Europe, what can be done to improve it in each particular country, how to 

connect more effectively with isolated individuals, what are the needs in the 

different contexts and so on.  
 

 For me one of the most challenging activities was during a session 

where national situations were stretched out through geographical maps. So, 

given my isolated and no organizational UU status in Bulgaria, what should I 

put on that map, I thought. The fact that there were two Unitarian Churches 

established at the beginning of the last century, gave me the idea to locate 

both short-lived churches on the map. I indicated also the city I live in – 

Plovdiv. What’s next? Well, Bulgaria is 80% Greek Orthodox. So, by writing this 

across the map I made the fact clear. What else? It popped up to me mention-

ing something that is not connected with the religious landscape. May be the 

majority of attendees do not know that my country is known by its valley of 

the roses and the rose oil export. So, here you are: Rose Oil. After the presen-

tations ended, quite interestingly, I found out it was not the religious situation 

per se, but the valley of the roses that has drawn particularly the attention of 

some participants. On later thought I reconciled this by the flash that: the love 

for flowers and the beauties of the earth is one of the central religious tenets 
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 in Unitarian faith. This lesson reminded me that I should ignore all touted 

distinctions between the secular and the sacred. 
 

 One evening, while enjoying the sacred hour of dinner, laughter, spon-

taneous singing, and sharing stories over the table, I said to one of the confer-

ence leaders sitting across, “This is the peak experience”! She replied: “Every 

day is a peak experience since the beginning of the meeting” which of course 

meant that other peak experiences lie ahead of us besides what was already 

experienced till now. As paradoxical as it sounded, it was completely true 

statement. Before parting from the local restaurant, out of sync with the 

planned program for the next day, I had been invited to join the morning de-

votion with a short reflection on the meaning of community. I felt touched by 

an angel, not in the sense of the popular TV series of course. So, the next 

morning I did my part with one American pastor and one Hungarian pastor. 

Another peak experience, totally unexpected, which somehow made me feel 

fully integrated into the ICUU community. 
 

 The final day our kind hosts organized a lovely trip by bus to a couple of 

Unitarian places in the picturesque Transylvania. First we visited the History 

Museum in Turda. Turda is the town where David Ferencz proclaimed the 

freedom of Unitarian religion in January, 1568. Then we stopped at a village 

with a Unitarian Church, where we met the local pastor and his wife, who 

showed us unforgettable hospitality. Before they invited us in their home we 

had the chance to have a close look at the Church building. There were ques-

tions and answers about the history of the local congregation, its current life 

and ministries. And just before leaving the building we heard music coming 

from the small balcony. Bishop Balint B. Ferenc began to play the tune of the 

hymn “Abide with Me” on a harpsichord. Most of us took the Hungarian 

hymnbooks we found on the church benches and tried to sing this well known 

hymn in Hungarian language doing our best not to distort the words too 

much. The next daily peak experience. Would you believe us now!  
 

 Finally I cannot help but mention the brilliant teamwork of both ICUU 

leaders, Rev. Steve Dick, Executive secretary, Rev. Jill McAllister, Program Co-

ordinator and the important assistance of Celia Midgley from the UK, who me-

ticulously put on paper what was happening during the event. I am very 

thankful to all our hosts from Kolozsvar, Transylvania for their organization 

and great hospitality and for the inspiring, profound sermon by Rev. Maria 

Pap, preached on Sunday in the main Unitarian Church in Kolozsvar, entitled 

“Keeping up appearances”. 


